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Tobias Wolff stories are powerful

“The Night in Question,” by
Tobias Wolff (Alfred A Knopf,
$23, 206 pp.)

1 met Tobins

Wolff once. A
\. toll, graying
. individual with

a nently clipped
moustache, he
wore a brown,
tweedy jacket
complete with
tenther patches
at the elbows,

He hod what 1
remember as o
voice that made me think of the
word *melliflucus.” He secmed
the very picture of n competent,
middle-nged actor, costumed to
play the part of u lnuded writer
and English professor at a rather
\arge American university.

As all his renders know,
Tobins Wolff (“This Boy's Life™)
is not an nctor. He is, however, a

iddle-nged, critically acclaimed
writer who also happens to be an
English professor at Syracuse
University in New York.

And ns this remarkable collee-
tion of shart stories reveals, he
can bring new importance to the
phrase “imaging-making.”

These 15 contemporary tales

VITCTORIA
DIAZ

touch on other matters too:
moral timidity, paternal obliga-
tion, the power of words, {ree
will, schemes, dreams — weighty
stuff. But the fiavor of the sto-
ries {(some of which first
appeared in such magazines n8
The New Yorker, Esquire and
Harper's) is never ponderous.
Before anything else and like
finc stories cverywhere and
always, they are, each one, utter-
ly engnging, much of their fasci-
nation lying within Wolfl's clear,
accesgible and finely drawn
“sightless™ characters, for whom,
paradoxically, image and
appearance rule the day.

In the opening story, “Mor-
tals,” a rather superficial young
newspaper reporter loses his job
for the best of reasons: He has
not checked the “facts” and con-
sequently writes a story that
only appeared to be true. Mark
Tiwain might have titled this
story, “Rumora of My Death
Have Been Greatly Exaggerat-
ed.” Poignant and comical, it
makes for a compelling introduc-
tion to this book of fiction.

Three of the stories — “The
Other Miller,” “Smorgasbord”
and “Firclight” — were selected
for inclusien in the Best Ameri-
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can Short Stories series. “The
Othor Miller” opens aa one bone-
weary soldier is oxcused from
“war games,” to be told that his
mother has dicd, “No problem,”
he says as he is led away from
the mock battlefield, believing
it's all a case of mistaken identi:
ty but glad for relief from the
rain, the mud, a sickening
toothache and his nagging stom-
ach ulcers.

“Smorgasbord” focuses on two
rather pathetic prep school boys.
It's March on campus, a free
weckend, and most students are
elsewhere, leaving behind “for-
eigners and scholarship students
.. and a few other untouch-
ables.” The narrator and the
campus dork, Crosley, are invit-
ed out to dinner by one class-
mate's exotic stepmother, Linda.
What ensues makes for a strik-
ing story about innocence and
appetites.

In “Firelight,” a boy goes
home-hunting with his glam-
orous (but poor) mother on a
chilly autumn afternoon.
Seduced by a cozy domestic
scene and an inviting fiveplace,
he discovers the place of his
dreams and comes to a kind of
parting-of-the-ways with his

mother, This marvelous, many-
layered story reveals perhaps
more vividly than any other in
this collection Wolffs insight
into the heart of youth, and our
lifelong nced for a feeling of
belonging and a place we truly
can feel at home.

The title story is a story within
a story in which a rather self-
centered, unstable man named
Frank delivers to his loving sis-
ter, Frances, the sermon he had
heard that morning in church,
Within the sermon is a true tale
about o man who has sacrificed
his only son for the lives of a
large number of people.

Frances is appnlled by the
story and its mora! implications,
while her brother (for whom she
haa willingly sacrificed much of
her own life) somehow finds com-
fort in it. (Wolff's word-picture
here of o monstrous engine room
at o drawbridge station is
enough to make you brenk out
into a sweat.)

All of the insightful works in
this coherent, well-balanced col-
lection provoke thought, and this
one perhaps most of all. As Wolff’
proves throughout, a small num-
ber of words can carry much
weight.

Michigan writer tells
about water’s wonder

*The Bird in the Waterfoll: A
Natural History of Oceans, .
and Lakes,” by Ju?v Dennis and
illustrator Glenn ¥ lolf (Harper
Collins, $26)

BY HUGH GALLAGNER
STAFF WRITER

Water is Michigan's great
resource and it's defining quali-
ty. We are blessed by sharing
four of the five Great Lakes and
have hundreds of inland lakes,
rivers and streams. Water is an
easential element of life, indeed
the source of life.

Jerry Dennis is a Michigan
naturaliat who writes in a clear,
simple prose, highlighted by
rich, human anecdotes. He
makes the complexities of sci-
ence easy to understand.

“Fhe Bird in the Waterfall” is
a detailed essay on all the differ-
ent faceta of water — what it is,
where it comes from, what kind
of life it supports directly and
indirectly. The book covers ever-
thing from the mighty oceans to
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deceased.

Creditors of the deceased ary natified that
al) chalsn againet the estate will be forever
‘arred unleas presented to the Independent
persons| representative,

HL4AIC, o both the Independent personal
sepresentative and the Cakland Caunty
Probele Court, 1200 N. Telegraph, Pontiss,
Atichigun, within four months of the date of
publication of this notice.

Notice (s furcher given that the estate will
be therealter nasigned and distributed to

the persans. tait.
Attorney; Jumes W. Williams (P-72332}
1400 N. Woedward, Bte. 100. Bioomfield
Hills, M1 43303, Tolrphane No.: (810 843
Newspaper: Observer & Ecteniric
Publish: February 9. 1997

e

4 Suk

Sgan
Make vcrmormmxm
uuny:umoanmm-

0, Bax 32
THESE BARGAIN PRICES

™
ow
pn‘lblﬁn:l(El’ROﬂﬂOUP,lNC‘

Farmirgton Hals, Kichigan 48333

JAMES W. WILLIAMS, Attorney, 1400 N,
Woodward, Salte 100, Bloomfeid Milla,
MI 40303

BTATE OF MICILIGAN, PROTATE COURT.
F OAKLAND, No. 97
CLAIMA NOTICE
INDEPENDENT FRODATR
Estate of HABIBEN C. YAKAN, o/k/a

50!
Your Intereet (n the estate may be barred

e aifected by the following:

The decadent, Hlabiben C. Yakan, whoes last

known wnddrees was 8300 Lahser Resd.

Blaamtakd it . died Nevwmber 25,

¥

An Tnatrument

dated 3.33.93 haa been
admillad as the will of the decetard.

- @bsnwer:‘f; Fecentric
e NEWSPAPERL

Coeitor of the decvased wre
oo t

barred unless presented 1o the Independent
personal reprosentative, Maha Sheikh. 903

BELARI0L o both the Indepundent personal
sepresantative and the Oakland County

Le Coart, 1200 N. Telegraph, Fontlsc,
Michigsn, within four months of the date of

riher ghven that L evtata willbe.
Uwervallar axsigned and distributed ta the
prrwoas eatliied to (L

Aitorney: damns W. Williams 1P-223521, 1400
N, Woadward. Sie. 100, Aloomfield Hills, M1
48303, Tolephane Na: 18101 6436000
Newspaper. Qtwerver & Eccwtarie

Publiah February 3, 1997

wildlife rich wet lands, from the
ceycle of water to the life of a sea
turtle.

Dennis combines his story-rich
narration with an impassioned
belief in ccology and argues per-
suasively for water preservation
programs on local, state, nation-
al and international levels.
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Bookstore Happenigs featurcs
various cvents at baokstores in
the suburbs and surrounding
metro Detroit area. Send news
leads to Kecly Wygonik, Aris &
Entertainment Editor, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers, Inc,,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them to (313) 591-
7279,

BARNES AND NOBLE
BOOKSELLERS (BLOOMFIELD
HILLS)

Children's storytime featuring
Valentine making, the celebrat-
ing of African-American History
Month, and the birthdays of
Susan B. Anthony and Coperni-
cus, 11 a.m. Saturdays, 7 p.m.
Wednesdays, at the store, 85756
Telegraph, Bloomfield Hills,
{810) 540-4209
BARNES AND NOBLE

Farmington Hills-based author
Ruth Langon will debut her lat-
est  Harlequin  Historical
romance work “Jade,” 1:30-2:30

p.m. Friday, Feb. 14; Professor’

Arthur Wiggins, head of the
department of physical sciences
at Oakland Community College,
and co-author of “The Five
Biggest Ideas in Science” will
explain the basics of the five
major scientific disciplines and
how they relate to each other,
2:30 p.m. Sundany, Feb, 16; Rabbi
Steven Weil discusses “Jewish
Spouses; Best of Friends, Best of
Lovers” in the second of 12
pp by Jewish schol
sponsored by the Agency for
Jewish Education, 7-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb, 18; Barnes and
Noble hosts the third annual
Muscular Dystrophy Lock-up
benefitting the West Bloomfield
District, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb, 19; Carolyn
Caldwell, chairwoman of the
Department of Communications
Arts at St. Mary's College in
orchard Lake, di “Gender

Featured author: Kathleen
Kryza discusses and signs
“How to Cook With Your
Mate ... And I Don’t Mean
in the Kitchen!” 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 13 at Bor-
ders Books and Music in
Farmington Hills.,

children oges 7-11 reads “The
Phantom Tollbeoth” by Norman
Juster; Students from Allen
Park Middle School perform
“The Fairy Tale Known aa Peter
Pan,” 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb, 16;
Open mic poetry night featuring
local poet Regina Reid, 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 17; Author Eloise
Greenfield and illustrator Jan
Spivey Gilchrist read from and
sign copies of their book “For the
Love of the Game: Michael Jor-
dan and Me,” 10 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 18; Sci-fi fantaay book dis-
cussion group reads “Paris in the
20th Century” by Jules Verne,
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 18;
Story Circle fentures “Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar,” 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 18; “Herc's
Looking at You” series {eatures a
scn‘linnr on hair care by Kevin

and the Wonderful World of Dis-
ney,” 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
20; at the store, 6800 Orchard
Lake Road, Weat Bloomfield.
(810) 628-6804. Also, Valerie
Greenberg discusses “Long Term
Care” during the Senior Men’s
Club Breakfast Club sponsared
Aeld D

ing and well-written, “The Bird
in the Waterfall” is a strikingly
attractive book. Glenn Wolif's
black and white illustrations
recall the fine engravings of 19th
century books. They provide
clear illustration for Dennis' text
but also show a strong eye for
design and a sense of humor.

‘This is a good introduction for
young readers on an important
subject and a good source of

by West Bl P

of Parks and Recreation, 10:30
a.m.-noon Thursday, Feb. 20.
$3.60, $4 non-residents. For
reservations, call (810) 738-2600
BORDERS BOOKS AND MUSIC

(DEARBORN)

Author Michael Franck dis-
cusses and signs his book “Elm-
wood Endures,” about Elmwood
Cemetery, 7:30 p.m. Thuraday,
Feb. 13; Corduroy joins Story
Circle, 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
15; Kathleen Kryza leads o

information and enter

mini-r . 7 p.m.

7:30 p.m. Thura-
day, Feb, 20; Issues in Parenting
seminar focuses on “Raising
Moral Children,” 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 20, at the store,
5601 Mercury Dr., Dearborn.
(313) 2714441

BORDERS BOOKS AND MUSIC

(FARMINGTON HILLS)

Kathleen Kryza discussea and
signs “How to Cook With Your
Mate ... And I Don’t Mean in the
Kitchenl® 7 p.m. Thuraday, Feb.
13; A naturalist from the Inde-
pendence Oaks Nature Center of
Oakland County teaches kids
about insects, 11 a.m. Saturday,
Feb. 15; X Philes Phorum, 7:30
p.m. Tucaday, Feb, 18;
WALDENEOOKS (WATERFORD)

Troy author Stephanie Mellen
signs copies of her book “The
Crystal Rabbit,” 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 14, Waldenbooks in

for alder renders as well.

day, Feb. 15;
fiction book discussion group far

Place Mall, Waterford.

1810) 682-722
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