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Room with a vlew: Once

leted, the Far)

and Halsted roads will oﬁgr better lighting and ugntilatmn.

DPW facility brings brighter outlook

By WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFP WRITER

City workers at the Farming-
ton Hills Dopartment of Public
Worke will breath a sigh of reliefl
— literally — when construction
on the main building on Halsted
south of 12 Mile is completed.

.L- "'!‘

intendent, said the buildin,
will be ready by late March.

Super's word: Dan Rooney, super-

“It's 80 percent complete and
it's within budget,” said Dan
Rooney, DPW superintendent.
"It's scheduled for campletion by
late March except for the land-
seaping and the new salt dome.”

Employees worked in the
20,000-aquare-foot build-
ing that became a storage
space for increasing num-
bers of trucks and other
cquipment as the city's
road network and other
needs grow.

Maintenance crews
were left with poor access
for repairs, cramped work
areas, shrinking storage
space and concerns about
the air quality.

“We had a lot of conges-
tion and the venting sya-
tem was inadequate,”
Rooney said.

“It was hard to keep
anything dry, the lighting
and air quality were
poor,” snid Jerry Brock,
who directs flect mainte-

ot

pance. “It was very frustrating.”

The city council struggled with
temporary solutions until it
could budget enough money last
year to expand and improve the
facility.

The $3.6 million price tog will
buy a lot, including a total of
45,000 squnre feet, more than
double the capacity of the exist-
ing structure.

Although the new building will
be 86 percent filled with the
city's existing equipment,
Roeney said city officials aren't
worried becauge the city’s infra-
structure, ronds and population
will not expand much further as
the community matures,

A new exhaust system will
maintain air quality year round
and keep the building dry.

The new salt dome, with a 90-
foot diameter compared with 60-
fect on the existing dome, will
allow the city to buy larger
quantities of rock salt at a better
price with the ability to put it on
the road when needed. It's capae-
ity will increase from 1,200 to

New technology to increase
schools’ visibility on cable

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

When some 200 West Bloom-
field families turn on cable TV,
they sce information on schoola
in Walled Lake, Bloomfield Hills,
Birmingham and, of course,
West Bloomficld.

They still feel left out: Chil-
dren of those families attend
Farmington Public Schools,
which is not featured on the
city's cable system. With six
school districts scrving one com-
munity, there's little room,

“They (Farmington schools’
TV-10) show & lot of things that
I'm interested in and I can'’t seo
it,” said Michelle Diskin, a West
Bloomfield resident whose two
children attend Eagle Elemen-
tary in the Farmington district.
*“It's not fair,

“Last year, they showed our
school's talent show and we
weren't able to watch it.”

Now technology — chiefly fiber
optic wiring — could change
that,

Through n process called nar-

ernl .munngcr for Time Warner.
“What our ability to narrow-cast
does ia give Novi (schools) Chan-
nel 10 and the Farmington
achools Channel 10.

“Only those people in Farm-
ington will seo information about
the Farmington school district
and only those people in Novi
will sco information about the
Novi school district.”

Time Warner is talking with
the Southwestern Oakland
Cable Commission on narrow-
casting, McCann said. No time
table is set.

Time Warner and SWOCC are
r tiating their franchi
ngreement.

“Just about everything we're
doing right now has hi

other districts serve Farmington
Hills. Some 500 families from
southenst Farmington Hills
attend Clarenceville achools and
440 from the northeast corner go
to Walled Lake achools, Schmidt
said.

Cable companies in Birming-
ham, Livonia and Ferndale have
been able to work out agree-
ments where differont school dis-
tricts serve city residents,
Schmidt said.

The Greater West Bloomficld
Cable Advisory Board and the
city's cable provider Continental
are studying the issue, said Dave
Albery, administrator for the

ard.
The a‘yngen‘ ci!.rrlcn four school

to do with fati ~

est Bl
field, B)

McCann safd,

‘The Farmington district pro-
gramming would be on 24 hours
a day instead of 28 houra a week.

Twenty-eight hours o week of
Farmington-flavored program-
ming, though, is more than

h ‘Weat Bloomfield reai-

ting, cable op: can
pinpoint transmission of chan-
nels to 68 separate nodes serving
2,000 homes each, Time Warner
officinla are touting potential
benefitsa for its customers.

‘For Farmington area sub-
scribers, it could result in sceing
more Farmington Public Schools
programming. Farmington
schools share TV-10 with Novi
and Clarencevillo districta.

“People in Farmington Hille
arc seeing information about the
Novi schools, which is for the
most part irrelevant to them,”
said Bob McCann, regional gen-

denta ore getting now.
“We're real concerned those
people are covered and get the

-programming we want,” aaid

Peggy Schmidt, media specialist.

Franchise agreements are
negotinted between cable compa-
nies and individua) citics. Those
pacts include use of public acceas
and municipal channels for citica
and schools.

However, school district
boundarics differ from city lim-

its.

Not only doca the Farmington
schoal district cuts into a south-
ern part of Weat Bloomfield, two
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oom-

field Hills, Walled

Lake and Birmingham, Albery

snid. Pontiac schools also serves
West Bloomfield.

Continental starta a fiber optic
upgrade of West Bloomfield in
April.

Continental is looking at
design plans to see if it's feasible
to narrow-cast down to individ-
ual homes, Company officials
should know in nbout a month,
said Michael DiMarin, corporate

affairs manager. A typical fiber .

optic node can handle a signal to
500 homes.

*In looking at it, it should be
able to happen,” DiMaria said.
*“There's some costs involved and
wa're with the (West Bloomfield)
eable authority.

“It would really solve a num-
ber of problems. You can go
down to one channel, but each
node — depending where they
lived — would receive a different
channel.”

SEMINAR ON SPORTS INJURIES

Beginning Feb. 26 and overy
other Tuesday for three Tucs-
dnys, Providence Hospital will be
presenting reminars on sports
injuries and the athlote at the
Farmington Family YMCA.

The first will focus on stopping
toward healthy lifestyles and
how to prevent sports injuries.

The speakor will be Dr, Scott
Eathorne. It begina at 11:30 and
includes a enack and beverage.
‘The cost is $3/85. It is open to
the public and will help sports
cnthusiasts plan their spring
training,
POSITIVE LIVING SKILLS

Botaford Hospital's Hoalth
Dovelopment Network will con-
duct two_soparate workshops

geared to acquiring positive liv-
ing ekills, Stress Management
and positive living skills will bo
presented on four Tuesdays
beginning at 11:30 a. m, on
March 4. The first one will focus
on low-fat cooking and a demon-
stration will be included. Both
are located in the intergenera-
tional center of the Farmington
Family YMCA

Hills Department of Public Works building on 12 Mile

4,000 tons of salt.

“Tho problem ia that when we
need salt, everybody nceds it,”
Rooney said. “This way, we can
have it on hand and not be at the
merey of o supplier,”

Moat of the city’a vehicles are
diesel, requiring garage space to
keep them from becoming too
cold to operate in winter.

The new facility also features
two waaher bays, two repair
bays, a larger tool crib, front
office, employee locker facilitics,
a heavy construction roof
(designed to withstand torna-
doeg), a training room for fitness
equipment and two fuel islands
outside.

With 34 full-time employces
and 20 seasonal employees, the
facility will provide a safer and
more efficient work place,
/Roonuy said.

Mght
work:Dorn
Conley, @’
carpenter for
Premacon
Inc., works

on a skylight
tobringin
natura
light into
the building
that has

very few
windows.
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Stop by step: Dave Richey spreads out the sealant as

Hills

PW co-worker Dave Richter assists.
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