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A‘lngund of the civil rights
movemont visited Oakland Uni-
versity in Rochester Hilla Tues-

day,

Myrlie Evers-Williams, chair-
woman of the NAACP Board of
Directors and widow of slain civil
rights leader Medgar Evers,
apoke at the college's third
installment of its Student Lifo
Lecture Scries at Meadow Brook
Theatre. The occasion marked
releaso of the recent Rob Relner
film “The Ghosts of Mississippi,”
which depicts the decades-long
struggle to bring her husband’s
murderer to justice,

“I am delighted to be on this
campus,” Evers-Williams told
the large crowd. “I hope you are
here because you want to bo, not
because it is required.”

Evers-Williams was greoted
with a standing ovation, and
held a crowd full of high-school-
crs, college students and faculty
members rapt for nearly 45 min-
utes. Much of her addreas
focuaed on the past, on the indig-
nities blacks suffered and both
the popular and lesser-known
pioneers of the civil rights move-
ment. She alse urged unity in
fighting the ghosts of racism and
intolerance still alive across the

Myrilo Evers-Williams
blacks in the Misai Delta of

a{oyrliu is played by Whoopi Gald-

rg.

Evers-Williams confessed her
mixed feelings toward the film at
a small presa conference prior to
her address, ‘

“On a positive note, the movie
is a good movie,” she said. “It
has certainly made any number
of people throughout the coun-
try, especially younger poople,
curious about (Medgar's) life.

* That I'm very pleased (about).

“However, a friend of mine
described the roles of Medgar
and Myrlie as bookends. Cer-
tainly the role I played in getting
the case to trial was not

the 19508 and ‘60s. Thoy opened
and managed tho state’s first
NAACP office,

However, being so prominont,
they. ived threats 4}

In her spoech, she paid
homago to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., saying that “there is
ne ono who deservea moro credit
than that man and what he did
for us,* She also offered tributes

In June 1863, Medgar was fatal-
ly shot while standing in his
driveway. Self-proclnimed racist
Byron D¢ La Beckwith was
charged with the erime, but two
trials both ended in hung juries,
and he went free.
Evers-Williams' book, “The
Ghosts of Mississippi”, chroni-
cles the third trial of De La
Beckwith, which took place in
1994. He was found guilty of

to Med and her other late
husband, Walter Williams, who
urged her to run for the NAACP
post, and died two days after she
won the election.

Those in attendance found
Evers-Williams riveting.

*I thought it was a really great
apeech,” said Crystal Davenport
of Southfield. “I like how she
focused on the high-scheol group

CIvil Rights: Myrlie Evers-Williams, chairwoman of the NAACP Board of Directors
and widow of slain civil rights leader Medgar Evers, signs a copy of her book, “The

Lecture series features civil rights legend |
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Ghosts of the Mississippi,” for Oakland University student Kim Craig (left) and

other students and admirers.
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A stroll through Ouskland
Community College’'s Orchard
Ridge Campus offers a snapshot
version of the burgeoning multi-
culturalism that engages Oak-
land County.

Studenta whose homelands
list from A to Z — namely Alba-
nia to Zimbnbwe — and dozens
more in between, comprise o
growing portion of the campus,
population, and it's no wonder,
according to Polly Bachrouche,
co-chairperson of the college's
Diversity Committee and Inter-
national Center director. The
Orchard Ridge campus, located
in Farmington Hills, is
renowned for ita commitment to
international education and its
reputation for valuing and
respecting differences of all
kinds in all people, said
Bachrouche. And much of this is
clearly evidenced by the various
programs the Diversity Commit-
teo sponsors each somester to
promote the value of diversity in

| faculty and bers
of the community,
*We include all aspects of

ity, be it age, ion,
ethnicity, cultural identity, )
politicol affiliation, gender, mar-
ital status, religion — just about
anything,” Bachrouche snid.

“Our mission is'to cxpose,
enlighten and provide opportu-
nity for the understanding and .
appreciation of our differences. . 4
When wa take the time to learn
and understand, we diminish
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We've Stooped
fo a New Low.
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Old Friends: Farmington resident Dr. Robert Colen, a
longtime friend of Myrlie Evers-Williams’ son, gets
reunited with the author.
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