THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1997

(OFIA9.

Drug-lifer law comes
under judicial scrutiny

BY PAT MURPHY
HTAFP WRITER

Michigan's controversial 850
drug-lifer law is expected to
come under scrutiny as a result
of legislation to be intreduced,
possibly this week, in Lansing,

The precise changes in the law
will be spelled out in legislation
to be introduced later this week,
according to State Sen. William
Van Regenmorter, R-Jenison.

But the major change, the sen-
ator said, will allow judges to

defond icted of

Oakland County.

Oakland was the most prolific
county in terma of sending
defendants to prison for life
under the drug-lifer law. The
total for all of Wayne County
might have been higher in Oak-
land’s excopt that some of them
were aentenced from Dotroit
Recorders Court.

Some of thoso sentenced from
Oakland were highly publicized.
Rageed Akrawi, then 23, for
example, was identified by then

we're trying to change,” said
State Sen, William Van Regen-
morter, R-Jenison. “We're trying
to change all the mandatory
minimum drug lawa.”

In 1981, Van R ter,

Dialogue from ;.JageA5

intolerances and are less threat-
ened by things that are different,
‘That leads us to move ahead and
to grow,” she added.

Bachroucho cites the campua's
current discussion seriea on
racism, which runs thfeugh
March 20, as a prime example of
a Diversity Committee-spon-
sored program intended not only
to educate, but to encourage
change as well. The scries, enti-

currently chair of the Sonate
Judiciary Committee, held pub-
lic hearings on Michigan's drug
laws. Despite testimony.and urg-
ings from Oakland Circuit Judge
David Breck, a i resi-

tled “Dial Racism” has an
‘ngenda which includes presenta-
tions and talks on various topics
relate to racial issues.

*“We must mave beyond aware-
ness and Jx:enlly make 1:nclul

views. .

“What we're trying to do with
Dinlogue: Raciem is to create an
environment that will invite
willingness, instill willingness in
people to apprecinte difforences.
Of course, to really effect think-
ing, there has to be more than
just a program or two, but you
have to start somewhere,” she
said.

Enid Burnett Roberts, who
also co-chairs the Diversity Com-
mittee, concurs, “Our mission
statement and purpose hos
developed from awareness,

knowled, and nceep
to the promoting of the value of

dent, and U.S, District Judge
Avgx‘m Cohn, a West Bloomfield

traflicking in cocaine or heroin to
less than the mandatory sen-
tences now required by law,

In 1878, the Michigan legisla-
ture enacted laws designed to
combat what was seen ns a
growing narcotics epidemic.
Semeane convicted of conepiring
to deliver 226 grams, for exam-
ple, was subject to a mandatory
minimuni of 20 years in prison,

The toughest provision of the
law, however, focused on those
convicted of trafficking in 650
grams (about a pound and one-

cha as , noch were made.
part of the infamous Kalasho Michigan's drug laws
e ization when indicted by ined the toughest in the
the Oakland County Citizens nation, ibi ties two

Grand Jury in July 1880,
. Others genorated much less
publicity. California rosident
Mindy Brass, then 34, for exame.
ple, generated little publicity
when she and her codefendants
were arrested as part of a 1991
drug bust in Troy,

One of those who escaped the
full brunt of Michigan’s drug-

under n part
of poople's lives, You can be
aware, but still not incorporate
the ideas. You can be aware all
you want, but if you don't act on
Lt. you \yun't got anywhere,”

or three times as harsh as other
state or federal statutes.
Oakland Circuit Judge Barry
L. Howard is among those who
this weck voiced optimism about
the prospect of Van Regen-
morter's proposed changes in
state drug laws. Howard was one
of the Oakland County people
with whom Van Ragunmurtgr

said.

Dialogue: Racism, presented
aa part of the campus’s Black
History Month celebration, is co-
sponsored by the Institute for
the Healing of Racism in South-
east Michigan. Bachrouche
l:uge‘e_n the nor_{ns’—— held in J

" the college
community about diversity, sen-
sitizing the college community in
respect to differences and simi-
laritics and encouraging innova-
tive instructional techniques
that effectively address the
needa of the student population.

“And we are designed to bo all-
inclusive, We want everyone to
feel a part of this diversity,”
Roberts said,

Another program honoring
Black Histaory ,Month is thE

Center — will interest

this, capecially because two of .
those featured arve instructors !
from our campus, Dr. Shavi Ali-.~
and Mr. Curtis Anderson,” said
Roberts, noting that Ali and
Anderson are the only two
African American full-time
instructors on the Orchard Ridge
campus. .

And while Roberts said she
believes race relations on the
Orchard Ridge campus are
improving, she'd like to sco
“more diversity among the stafl”
at the college, “And I try'not to
see race as just a black-white sit-
uation. Diversity is much mor
than that — there are many
other groups, When we look af.*
diversity, we don't want to losg,,,,
anyone in the process.

ES)

*If we are to maintain the-;
diversity of the community, we
need to bo diverse ourselves. It
important to inject different’ .
philesophiea. It’s something to
work toward. It won't happen
overnight, in fact it can’t happen
overnight, but it is something we
need to be conacientious about.

D‘I:Icruit.y C

1n impr‘?ving whql she sees as

halD or more. The
lifer provision mandated a life
sentence with ne chance of
parole.

Under the drug-lifer law, a
total of 238 people have been
senteqccd to life in prison

tool man was arrested in 1978
when he tried to sell more than a
pound of cocaine to an und:

right direction,” said Howard,
who was attending a meeting of

cr police officer in Kalamazoo,
Allen spent about two yeara in
a federal prison — rather than

datory life in a state Jockup

ling to the

Michigan Department of Correc-
tions,

Of those, 70 — or almosat 30

percent — were sentenced from

— after hia testimony to a feder-
al grand jury lead to numerous
indictments.

“It's not just the drug-lifer law

the Michi; Judges A

Tuesday in Lanaing. “It's an
attempt to start bringing reality
into the drug laws. Everybody
wants tough justice. But this
change would morge tough jus.
tice'with smart justice.” ’

Sco SENTENCE, AL3

" race rela-

lifer law is television star Tim d before i d his
Allen, a graduate of Birmingham  legislation. tions.
drug- Senholm High, The i s i definitely a step in the

“There seems to be less of a
desire in many circles to want to
take the effort to learn about
others. Those who don't tako it
upon themselves to learn more
tend to stay closer to their own
group. People hear what they
want to hear and tune into what-
ever will substantiate their own
views. I want people to get
beyond that, to see the benefits
of looking beyond their own
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ts in Black History”
which is the distribution on cam-
pus of several different flyers
featuring African Americans who
have made a aignificant contri-
bution to America, Works from
African Americans poets will
also be included on the flyera.
*We're really excited about

As long as we have dialogue, col-
lab and hope, it is my
expectation that we will make it -
to where we want to be, We | .
aren't there yet, but we are get-
ting there, We certainly are
making progress.”

For more information about -
the campus’s Diversity Commit- !
tee, call (810) 471-7683, :
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ARTISTS and
ART RELATED VENDORS
WANTED!!

MICHIGAN STATE FAIR
COMMUNITY ARTS OPEN

A Benefit for the *97 Michigan State Fair Community Arts
Artist Exhibit Space:
$100 for a 10x10 Booth

APRIL 18-20, 1997

FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 6 PM.- 9 PM.
(Preview Night/invitation Only)

SATURDAY, APRIL 19NOON - 8PM.
SUNDAY, APRIL 20 NOON - 5 PM.

All Proceeds Donated 10 the Michigan Stale Community Aris ||
PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD  PUBLIC DOOR PRIZES |
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Free minutes. Free phone.

"This month we're giving you zero. That’s right, zip. You pay *0 for your new
Aiflouch Celludar phone! We'll even throw in some airtime for the same price—30.

Stop by today and look at what we're offering
with 2 two-year senvice agreement:

«Up T0 5475 WORTI OF FREE AIRTIME  A(RT 0 U C H-
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by doubling your package minutes. Cellular
+Free Motorola TeléTac 250 phone Gk g
But hurry. This won't last long.,

}
Communications US A
CELLULAR PAGERS » VOICK MATL
630 West Fourteen Mile + Clawson
(1-1/2 Miles West of 175 & Oakiand Mall)

800-288-6191 or 810-280-6380
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