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Suburbanites fuel Orchestra Hall revitalization

BY MATT JACHMAN
STAFF WINTEIRY

Two suburbanites are in the
forefront of o Detroit revitaliza-
tion effort they say will create a
cultural mecen for southenstern
Michigon.

Developer Peter Cummings,
whe lives in Bloomfield Hills,
and Katherine Beehe, a real
estate cansultant from Birminge-
bam, are two of the movers
behind Orchestra Place, an $80
wiliion complex under construc:
tion in the area around Orches-
tra Hall, home of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra.

Orchestra Place will combine
office, retail, dining and parking
space, 0 new high school focused
on the arts, and an Orchestra
Iln!l expansion that will have
ities for music & coneert-
and symphony stafl.
““The 1997.98 Detro S)mplm
ny Orchestra seasun will k
the first signs of major physical
improvements to Orchestra Hall.
By November, the initial phase
of the three-phase project w:ll
include a 250-scut up:
restaurant and plenty of on-s
parking.

“It represents the perfeet kind
of project for Detroit,” i
Beebe, o project manager,

1o

1y ufter Orchestra Place was
announced a year 0go. “It's kind
of the best of Detroit.”

Cummings, vice chairman of
the DSOH board, said the intent
is to bring together cultural, edu-
cationa) and corporate organiza-
tiuns in o way that demonstrates
their commitment to Detroit. |
. Cummings and DSOH execu-
tive director Mark Volpe said
they sense a yearning for urban
life among suburbanites, cspe-
cinlly younger people for whom a
symphony concert may be a new
experience,

Orchestra Place will provide o
camfortable “one-stop-shopping™
urban atmosphere for concertgo-
ers, students, musicions, DMC
employees and workers at near-
by businesses, he said.

Canstruction of the five-story
office complex began in August,
following the demolition of a for-
mer Winkelman's department
store on the northwest corner of
Woodward Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard. The office build-
ing is scheduled to open this
November, and an adjoining
parking structure in September.

Construction of the high school
and the Orchestra Hall expan-
sinn will begin within the next
WO yeors.

The development is a joint

A tis& from pag; Ci

effort between the Detroit Pubhc
Schools, the Datroit Sy

It could alss tranaform the
ighborhaod | b

Orchestra Hall Board and the
Detroit Medical Center, which
will lease some of tha now office
space for its headquarters. .

An estimated 400 to 500 DMC
cmployaes will work in the new
office building, with about 300 of

. those workors relacated from
suburban DMC locations. DSOH
will have offices there as well.

The office complex will u]ac
have 50,000 sguare feet on the
ground floor for refreshment and
retail space, Possibilities include
a coffee shop, an art gallery, a
DSO store, and a book and music
store. A major new restaurant
will anchor the ground floor, It is
the first office building built on
Woodward between Grand Cir-
cus Park and Eight Mile in 35
yeors, Beobe said.

An 800-space parking M.ruc-
ture, to be uscd by office workera
and visitors during the day, and

concertgoers in the evening, is’

under construction.just west of
the now office building,

The project, said Cummings
and Volpe, could be a catalyst for
more development in the Wood-
ward Avenue corridor. “We are
part of the fabric of this commu-
nity,” said Volpe, of Grosse
Pointe Park.

anchor for Detroit’s Cultural
Center ~ the area around Wood-
ward and Warren avenues that
includea tho art, history, acienco
and African-American history
museums, the city’s main public
library, and Wayno State Uni-
vorsity, -

The new High Bchool. for the
Fine and Performing Arta will bo
clogely linked to the symphony
and will give students a chance
to attend lectures and lessons by
DSO and visiting muaicians.
Students from other diatricts
will also have chances to take
advantage of some of those offer-
inge

The school, to be built on 2.6
acres of land west.of Orchestra
Hall that wil} be given to the dia-
trict by the DSOH board, will
include an 800-seat auditorium,
a print ahop,dmodam telecommu-

an Y

access, and music and dance
rehe rooma,

Orchestra Hall expnm\on.
50,000 square feet, will ad:
lounge and locker facilities fur
musiciuna and a lobby fnr befom-
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Overvlew: Detroit Symphony Orchestra executive direc-
tor Mark Volpe (left) and DSOH board vice chairman
Peter Cummings discuss Orchestra Place.

interior of Orchestra Hall, wide-
ly known for its excellent acous-
tica. “Halls like this don't get
built ” Volpe said.

LIt
wi]l be puid fc'»; thrmlgh DSOH

added that it s sig-

0 8ur
conatructinn » will not change the

nﬂ'cant that the project is not

relying on government granta or
subsidics. Doing that, he said,
could mean it would get "bagged
down in lengchy government
uppropnutwns, and, if funded,
be bunlt “at someone clse’s
expense.”

Conversations /o pu:c:

Had Gndyn." is currently on dis-
play in the Michigan Collectors
exhibition continuing through
April 13 at the University of
Michigan Muscum of Art. Creat-
vd between 1982 and 1984, the

i i of

unting senior at the art school,
heard Stella’s lecture and stu-
dent critiques last fall and plans
to attend the Tuesday evening
sessian as well,

“It was interesting to have
as famaue ns him to

print the tech
lithography, linoleum vut and
sitkscreen with hand eoloring
and collage.

“Frank Stella’s one of the fore-
most living contemporary mas-
ters in the world, I like the style
of his work nnd his colorations,”
snid Jeff Roth,

Daughter Wendy Roth, a grad-
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comment on everybody's work as
oppused to a teacher. Even
though I'm a graphic artist and
he's a fine artist, I gained a lot
from his visit,” snid Leslie Roth.
Although artists and designers
throughout the years have visit-
ed the School of Art & Design,
this is the first scason for the
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Holiday
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formally organized Visiting
Artists and Designers Program.
Flyers announcing the series of
lectures by Stella, sculptor Ellen
Driscoll and former Detroit Inati-
tute of Arts curator Jan van der
Marck were mailed to alumni
and friends of the school living in
Bloomficld Hills, Toledo and the
Detroit area last fall. .

spective exhibition of his prints
that toured the U.S. from 1982
to 1985,

*“Scheduling three visits by the
same artist {s something new for
us. We decided we needed more
of a dinlogue so he could meot
with students, become familiar
with their ideas, then come back
and address some of the

" said Vince C

Kusnerz, seulpture p
Jon Rush, and painting profes.
sors Jim Kogawell and Vince
Cnstagnacei compriae the visual
arts committee which acheduled

c

“During the last two visits he
gave impressions and advice and
talked nhout his art, It was

Stella’s visits, C i first
had the opportunity to gain in-
depth knowledge of Stella’s art
when the University of Michigan
Museum of Art curated a retro-

were mcred)bly renpnnmve nnd

an
the kind orem:rgy he's brought.”
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Thursday, February 27, 8:00 pm
Friday, February, 28, 8:00 pm
Saturday, March {, 8:30pm

LAN SHU, conductor
TAM)\KI KAWAKURO, violin

(\\ orld Premlere)

LALO Symphonle espagnole

RACHMANINOFF Symphonc Dances
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ARTISTS and .
ART RELATED VENDORS
 WANTED!
MICHIGAN STATE FAIR

VPR COMMUNITY ARTS OPEN

A Beneflt for the 97 Michigan State Fair Community Arts
Artist Exhibit Space:
$100 for a 10x10 Booth

FRIDAY, APRIL 18,6 PM.- 9 P.M.
{Preview Night/invitation Only)

APRIL 18-20, 1997

SATURDAY, APRIL 19 NOON - 8 PM.
SUNDAY, APRIL20NOON - 5 PM.

All Proceeds Donated to the Michigan State Communlty Anis
PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD  PUBLIC DOOR PRIZES, 2
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v/ RESTAURANT.
i/ Great Authentlc Mexican Food
Dedcious

s i

Crumichangas. Faas,
Quetacias, Oreal argantas & Much Moret _

WEST BLOOMF]EI.D
; (810) 861-6088

umswm 18:30-11: 342 511; Closed Sun.
Entartsinment
Thars P, Bt & Cast it o o oo

Mcmebe)
(313) 421-3310

475 10.30-9; F-8a1. 10.30-10: Clowed Bur.

Hearty - seasoned steak, chicken,
cooked Santa Maria sty{e over

ut yoU can always cool off with

65 Micro - Brewed

STEAK

YOU'VE PRIJBHB!.Y HEVER H

COME HUNGRY!

sqnll right in the middle of the restaurant.

Canton Townshlp Harper Woods
(313) 981-9522  (313)881-1993

or fish dishes
ared oak fire

over
Beers

HOUSE

Southfleld
(810)557-0570

OPEN NIGHTLY FOR DINNER
LOOK FOR THE BIG RED SIGN AT OUR 3 LOCATIONS

N

Perhaps OYO's lasting influ-
ence wal prove that theros an
art and

_“Hebrides

summer's Night Dream,” and
Overture,” by

a
that it takes 2 community to
build art,

Upcoming concert

On Sunday, March 2, at 2
p.m., the Oakland Youth Orches-
tra will hold its annual fund-
raising concert, “An Afternoon of
Renaissance and Romance,” at
Rochester High School. ‘l‘lckeu'
$10 for adulta; $5 for st

In addition to the OYQ concert
a silent auction and fine-food
sampling will be held. Joining
the festivities will be Jimmy
Barrett of WXYT-1270, and spe-
cinl guest Owain Phyfe and the
New World Renoissance Band.

Do you have stories about your
arts group, an artist or any arts-
related iseues? Please contact
Frank Pr 810} 901-

and senior citizens. Call (810)
656-8417, or (810) 651-2642 for
ticket information.

The program will include the
“Intreduction to Romeo and Juli-
ot,” “Nocturne,” from “A Mid-

2567, Or write to him at the
Birmingham Eccentric Newspa-
per, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham,
48009. Frank covers arts for com-
munitics in the Eccentric cover-
age area.
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