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New elementary
reading program
must stress phonics

L ct's set the record straight. Farmington Pub-
lic Schools want to buy a new language arts
curriculum for K-6.

That's good. We nced a complete reading,
spelling, writing, and penmanship program that
ensures our children obtain basic skills end
knowledge.

However, there are two problems that need to
be nddressed.

The first probl
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Course boosts teens’ confidence

i M A local instructor offers
the Dale Carnegie.pro-
gram to teenagers.

BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAFY WRITER

No matter the age,
poople can always
use more solf-

estcem.

That belief is the
basia for the career
Sue Dahlmann has created as a
Dale Carncgic instructor in the
Farmington area, and as the only
teacher to offer a Dalo Carnegis
class for teens locally.

The former achoolteacher with 26
years expericnee in elementary edu-
cation went through a persenal
metamorphosis following an auto-
mobile accident that left her with a
closed head injury, years of recovery
work, and finally, reprioritizing her
carecer goals,

“Dale Carnegie put my whole life

seriea published by Harcourt Brace. The U.S.
Department of Education rated this whole lan-

explicit phonica, After years of denying the
importance of systematic phonics, the district is
.nmiv saying that they have always taught phon-
jeal

I've kopt every K-3 nsaignment sent home
from school. There are perhops 16 practice
gheets that could be considered phonetic, but
that's not enough to encompass a comprehensive
phonica program. In 1891, the district gave par-
ents a chart that named all of the parts of Farm-
ington's whole language program. Of the 16
itoms listed, phonics wasn't even mentioned.
Until recently, no district employee weould even

phonics.
Let's use our critical thinking skilla, The HBJ

Beo

guage program zero on a scale of zero to six for |

go on record admitting the.value of systematic .

back together again,” said
the P Dahl of West Bloomfield
tion of the current language arts program. Many are familiar with the Dale
Farmington is currently using the HBJ reading C i and its appli

tion for business and professional
workers, but Dahlmann has expand.
ed her classes to include teenagers.
Young and old blend together in her
courses.

“There's really no age when you're
sharing with your heart,” she said.

She tells the story of a twelve year

old girl who recently completed her
course.

“She necded to be a bit mare out-
going. On her way to the graduation
(which follows the 12 weck courso),
her mom Baid she was nervous. As
they drove up, the girl saw her
friend, Pat, in the porking lot. She
asked her mom if she could walk
into the building with her friend. Of
course, her mom agreed. Then she
procooded to watch her daugh

old Indy carrying a casserole dish.”

Dahlmann's last class had 18
teons and 19 adult atudents. Tho
blending of ages has worked well
together.

“With self esteem, teens can cre-
ate their own life,” said Dohlmann.
“They can reach out, not be shy or
hold back, So many young people
are afraid to take & risk, to say hello,
to raise a hand in class.”

Dahimann’s class gave one 12-
year-old boy the confidence to mail a
seript he wrote to a Hollywood pro-
ducer. Another boy got the courago
to contact his birth mother, which
led to a reunion with his biological
family.

“There is a lot of healing going on
in theae classea,” said Dohlman.
“For kids, this ia a safo, loving envi-
ronment.”

The 12-week Dale Carnegie course
meots one night .a  woek,
Dahimann’s class meets on Thurs.
days from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. in the
West Acres Community Center.
There is a free orientation tonight.
Another free session on Thursday,
March 8, is also available.

“There is such a need for kids to
have something,” she seid. “Lifo
beats up on you. There is a nced to
renew the spirit inside, choose a lot
of positive thinking.

“I love kids. There is nothing
more special than having them
belicve in themselvea, It gives kids
a w!lole new look at their parents,

Kathy Tosoian of Farmington
Hills was at a career crossroads
when she discovered Sue Dahlmann
and the Dale Carnegio program a
few years back.

“I had a tedching and a real estate
background, but I wasn't thrilled
with either,” said Toscian, “The
kids were in school full-time. I
began listening to motivational
spenkers on tape. That led me toa

Tun to catch up with Pat, a 60 year
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WIinning friends: Sue Dahimann and Kathy Tosoian with Linsey Misch
and Jenny Tosoian, who both completed Dahlmann's class for teens.

Frugal?

t savings

Thrifty?
Cheap?

Have we got a deal for you.

Free minutes. Free phone.
Call it what you want, but if you're interested in

grea on cellular service, this is the place to be.
And AifTouch Cellular is the service you want.

Come in r'lﬁlx“ now and look at what we're

offering with a two-year service agreement:
«Up 10 5475 WORTH OF

FREE AIRTIME by doubling

your package minutes. AkTouch
«Free Motorola Cellular

TeléTac 250 phone. o

Stop by soon. This deal won't last forever.
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