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JET challenges” audience with ‘Unexpected Tenderness

“Unexpected Tenderness” opens at
7:30 p.m. Sundt}y March ;c t the
-Inu'uh Ens:m Theare, located in
the oy Theatre, 6600 W.
Muple llui Bloumf eld. The play
runs through Sun, March 23. Wed.,
Thur. and un pcrfarmances at 7:90
p.m.; Sat, at 8 p.m. Ticket prices: $13-
SZ.;O For mfunnanon, call (810} 788-

29
BY FRANK PROVENZANO .
BTAFY WRITER

Days before opening night and
Evelyn Orbach could barely keep
her eyes open. With her sweep-
ingly effusive manner, she
explained that she had just
returned from a trip to
Argentinn. “We went to explore a
foretgn culture,” said Orbach,
artistic director at the Jewish

Enscmble Theatre in West,

Deaf from page 1

Bloomfield. “It’s summertime
down there anyway.”

It took about 18-hours to trav-
el back home, including a long
layover in Miami, But Orbach
became revitalized when talking
about “Unexpected Tenderness,”
the upcoming Israel Horovitz
play at JET, which opens this
Sunday. “What's typical about
Horovitz is that he’s atypical,”
she said.

Of course, Horovitz's plays,
such as *I Am A Fountain Pen
and “A Rose By Any Other
Nome” demonstrate that few of
his 60-plus plays fit any format.
Horovitz divides his time in
Igrael, the U.S, and Europe,
Currenlly. the prolific playwright
is working on a French film,

Since JET was established
gight years ago, Orbach has
sought cngaging plays with
broad themes about humanity,
such as “The Diary of Anne
Frank,” and “Torch Song Trilogy.”

PREVIEW

.

a Neil Simon sitcom. Set in a

maudlin ntunllons Rather, the
1 wrenching will como

1950s idytlic h hold with an
unspeakable undertow,
“Unexpected Tenderncas”

unfolds as a troubling — and vio-
lent ~ atory of domestic abuse.
When Orbach arrived from
Argontina last week, the play
was in its last phase of produc-
tion. A]though rehearsal was
d into o thr

Or, she has presented p:
tive dromas that deal with socml

d
hnlf rehcnranl nchc‘dule, Orbach

since the

issues, Clearly, *U.
Tenderneas” is in 'the Iatter class.

By. Orbach's admission,
Horovitz's provocative play about
the travails of a hard-working,
lower middle-class family will
challenge audicnees. Don't
expect a pleasant stroll through

ing* ‘programs at Oakland
University, Mad Universi

Wayne S’l’nte University and
Michigan State University.

With 90 percent of deaf chil-
dren born to hearing adults and
an aging population prone to
hearing loss, Booth hopes the
play will bring together the deaf
with hearing adult parents.
“There's a need for more mentor-
ing,” she said. The multi-lan-
guage play provides for a mect-
ing ground.

After all, with the i ive

the rules of the imagination
apply.

“It's like watching a foreign
film with subtitles,” said Laine
Dyer, apokesperson for the
National Theatre of the Deaf.

In one highly expressive scene,
snid Dyer, the play’s lend, Alice,
encounters a multi-handed
caterpillar played by three
actors. Their six hands sign in
unison with the rhythm of
Shakespearean verse, said Dyer.
Many of the other eccentric char-
acters are d by sign lan-

“Curicuser and Curiouser,” reali-

guage, including the fumbling
Tweedledum a iled

ty can be ded, and only

nd Ty
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ARTISTS and
ART RELATED VENDORS
WANTED!!

iR MICHIGAN STATE FAIR
LCOMMUNITY ARTS OPEN

A Benefit for the '97 Michigan State Fair Community Arts
Artist Exhibit Space:
$100 for a 10x10 Booth

+ APRIL 18-20, 1997

313-369-8486

FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 6 PM. -9 PM.
(Previcw Night/Invitation Only)

All Proceeds Donated 1o the Michigan Staic Community Ans
PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD  PUBLIC DOOR PRIZES
AL AN A

SATURDAY, APRIL 19 NOON - 8 PM,
SUNDAY, APRIL 20 NOON - 5 P.M.

Friday's performance elao
marks the homecoming of Jorjan
Jeter, a 12-year-old actress from
Detroit. Jeter, who is deaf in her

" left ear and uses a hearing aid in

her right ear, ploys the lead role,
Alice,

Two years ago, Jetor waa
inspired to get into acting after
aecing the national theater'a per-
formance, “Italian Straw Hat.”
With more deaf people entering
the work force and arts, the last-

ing testimony of nns:mllnt[on .

might just be that it's not unusu-
al for Jeter to dream, and ask,
“Why not?”

inlllnl reading of the plny “A
week to rehearse ia a life time in
thcntcr, sho snid.

from hauntingly familinr scencs

to typical family life, said.

Orbach,

In one scene, the mother in the
play grows incensed at her two
tecnagors. She yells for “you” to
“got upstairs.” When ono starts
for the stairs, the mother yells,
“Net you ... You!* Most stressed-
out parents can relate to the dif
ficulty in trying to recall their
child’s name in_the heat of the
moment. “Horovitz has found the
human clemoma of the dramn
that are " said Orbach.

night, audi
nhould sce a JET produ:hon that
aims for the proverbial “you'll
laugh until you'll ery” standard.
Tears won't flow from pathes or

The play features John
Michacl Manfredi, who won Best
Actor in a load role for his per-
formance laat year in JET's

“Torch Song Trilogy." Dlre:tnr
Randall Forte roturns to roncw
his longtime collaboration with
Orbach. Forte directed “Bitter
Frionds” in 1891, JET's second
season.

A dynamic interpretation of

- “Unexpected. Tenderness” should

reveal that the truth of family
drama can be often found in the
swirling current spun by what is
not cxpressed — or ropressed,

“These poople are angry and *

upsct and they got through jt,"
said Orbach.

If the quirky characters in
Horovitz's play can find solace in
a family that appears lesa than

serene, that indced could be the

most “uncxpected tenderness,”

Local actors star in Stagecrafters thriller

Stagecrafters will presont
“Angel Street” by Patrick
Hamilton, March 7-23 at the his-
toric Baldwin Theatro, 415 S, *
Lafayette in downtown Royal
Oak. Tickeéts $10 to $12, Call
(810) 541-6430.

Set in Victorian London,
“Angel Strect” is a classic thriller
that was made into the movie
“Gaslight,” starring Ingrid
Bergman in 1944,

Behind the door of the
Munninghnm’s town house at 13

Angel Street is a web of secrets

and deccption — and somewhere
in the homo ~ a stash of priccless
Jewels, which belonged to the for-
mer owner of the home,

In 2 sinister plot to remove his
wife, who doean’t know of the
jewels, the charming Jack
Mannigham (Mark Stranger of

N

,{ FRIDAY
X MARCH 7

¢ 9am.-5p.m.

Craft & Collectible Show
?\ NORTHVILLE RECREATION CENTER

303 SOUTH MAIN - NORTHVILLE

%\
SATURDAY /
MARCH 8 oS
10 a.m.-5 p.m. X

Admission $2'~Strolicrs Welcome Alter 2 pan.-
l\,'\ T SHOW: DE AI"XD"N Y MARCH 16, INO 26511

grlbplng case study’
of Inhumanity” ~ Variely n

Rochester Hilla) methodically

tncu to drive his wnfc. Bella
Matlow of Fr

Hl"ﬂ) to insanity.

Once his wife is msmumnnl
ized, Jack plans to rip open the
walls to find the jewels, The plat

when I Rough

of Scotland Yard (Pat Reid)
enters the picture with a shock-

ing secret about Jack. A chilling -

game is then afoot. “Angel
Street” also features Julie
Christine Newcombe of

Furmmgton Hnlln as Nancy, the -

's maid.

Psychologlcal thriller' (Left to right) Inspcctor Rough
(Pat Reid), Jack Manningham (Mark Stranger of
Rochester Hills) and Bella Manningham (Jeanine
Matlow of Farmmglan Hills) in a scene from .
Stagecrafters’ Angel Street.”

Don't be afraid of the

INTERNET!

Observer & Eccentric On-Line! and New Horizons
Computer Learning Center have teamed up to get you
onto the Internet, and teach you how to use it once

you're there,

O&E On-Line! subscribers can enroll in New Horizons'
Internet Classes at a special discounted rate. Al classses
are taught in LIVE, HANDS.ON INTERNET classrooms in

Troy and Livonia.
n one day you'll learn:
<Internet Basics

“~Newsgroups, Remote Connect and File Transfers

<Internet Surting: Gopher and World Wide Web
* <Internet Security and Internet Culture
Call O4E On-Linel—

ICECALIC 3T

INFORMATION—(313) 953.2266
TO SUBSCRIBE— (313) 953.2297
TECH SUPPORT—(313) 953.2278

, February 12 — March 9.
Meadow
‘Brook
Theatre

For tickets call
Meadow Brook

Box Office
{810) 377-3300

ATSRN
New Horizons

Computes tworning Cenler. ;

Ticketmaster  Oakland University’s (313) 625-1501 ext. 1132
(810) 645-6666  Professional Theatre
me
Presetind mith (6 generous suppodl of @bﬁcmﬂr& ,-F. tﬁnl[it
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