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Principles of belng principal:

Table talk: Students Oper-
ating Schools Day
includes a mock meeting
of the board of education,
Student trustees tackled
an agenda at board
offices. Students also sat
in with trustees at the
board’s Feb. 25 regular
meeting.

Jonathan Weinberg, Seth
Weingarten, Katy Black-
well, Larry Affholter,
Susan Schmidt and Jeff
Hofman served as student
.+ trustees.,

BTATY PUOTOS BY ToM HOMPMZVER

] ) North Farmington High
Farmington High senior Annemarie Scanio during Students
district and butlding administrators for the morning.

Hills mayor eyes a
second term at helm

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFP WRITER

Farmington Hills Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi is shawing no reluc-
tance at breaking new political
ground again.

The 37-year Hills resident wiil
run for re-clection in November.

“I enjoy the position,” he said.
“I'm doing some good for the
community.”

Vagnozzi, who became the first
directly-clected mayor in 1995
after a change in the city char-
ter, would also be the firat to win
re-election to the two-year post.

The semi-retired journalist
still writes for o AFL-CIO's pub-
lication The Detroit Labor News,
but prides himeelf on his atten-
dance at various city functions,
meetings and eventa,

“I really enjoy these func-
tions,” Vagnozzi said. “It gives
me a chance to talk with people
about the city and hear their
concerns.”

Vagnozzi, 71, said he has
drawn many of the ideas that led
to public involvement in govern-
ment from suggestions by citi-
zens.

The mayor's office, along with
the six city council seats, is non-
partisan. Vagnozzi has worked
auccessfully with members of
both parties at the county, state
and national levels, but docan't
shy away from his long service
as o Democrat.

Vagnozzi has run unsuceess-
fully for state office and was n
“sountil watcher” before winning
& seat on the city council where

ho has served for 10 years.
He served as mayor under the
former system of appoi by

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzl

ings held by the parks and recre-
ation commission dealing with
the millage renewal,” he said. "I
am continuing to work to include
more people in the netification
process.”

Vagnozzi has also uscd the
Council of Homeowners, with its
representation of neighborhood
subdivisions, as a conduit for

new ideas nnd o boa

# ‘l enjoy the posl-
tion. I'm doing some
good for the commu-

nity.”
Aldo Vagnozzi

—mayor, Farmington Hills

Vagnozzi, who will again use
his trademark walking of neigh-
borhoods to campaign, said he
hopes he won't have to spend the
$12,000-$13,000 he had to in his
last compaign against attorney
Paul Sowerby, who spend
$50,000.

If re-elected, Vognozzi said
he'll continue to:

Principal Deb Clarke shares some insights on the job with
Operating Schools Day Feb. 28. Students shadowed

Tasks: Act
Harrison

superintendent and Kelli Crawford of
8 igh and school board president Susan
Schmidt from Farmington High discuss issues.

Students take over

schools for a day

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAF? WRITER

tudents had the run of

the Farmington schoole

for n morning, which pro-
vided maore than enough of a
glimpse into the daily operation
of a school,

The job is not easy, they said.

Annug) Students Operating
Schools -Day gives kids a chance
to sece what goes into running a
school and a district. Some 43
students took part in the fifth
annual activity, which is similar
to government daya offered by
both citics.

Farmington High senior
Annemarie Scanio tagged along
with North Farmington High
Principal Deb Clorke, She got &
quigk glimpae into the serious.
ness of the job.

“She had to deal with a stu-
dent conflict and I had to leave
the office,” Scanio snid. “I com-
pletely understood.”

Harrison High junior Lynn
socki hed as

]

“1 waa really surprised by ' -

some of tho problems he had to
deal with,” Popowiecki safd.

Yot, despite the prossures, * -
both students admired the grace .

with which principals juggled
their jobs,
*1 really liked how ho handled

‘the kids,” said Popowiccki of
Smith. “He wasn't too harsh, He |
was firm, but he wasna't too -

mean,

Scanio watched how Clarke !
walked in the hallways and :
managed to chat with many of ;
her students, asking them about;

an activity or sports team they
were involved in, :

“She's a really neat lady,”
Scanio said. “I was honored to be
her counterpart for the day.”

Administrators asize the
opportunity to get feedbnck on
what kide expect out of the
achool district, said Don Cowan,
director of K-12 Instruction,
which organizes the event.

“We were talking about

Pop g
Elementary Principal Bill Smith
used diplomacy after a neighbor
of the school complained about
custodians putting broken
branches onto their property.

haol

need for technology,” Cowan

snid. “Their ‘emphasis was
preparing them so they could :

adjust to this changing world.”

of the future ond the -

STUART WEITZMAN
“CORNICHE"
REG $158 SALE $119

AMALFI
“VANIA"
REG $108 SALE $79

NINA
“JOPLIN"
Rec $53 SALE $39

B Carry out the p i of
the public safety millage,

W Work to implement the find-
ings of the city’s traffic study.

W Work for passage of the
parks and recreation millage
renewal.

@ Work to implement the find-
ings of the technology study com-
mittee.

B Work to expand youth pro-
grams to include summer activi-

on various zoning and other
issues, including the proposed
public safety millage that passed
in 1895.

“What I like about area meet-
inga is that the association presi-
denta bring back reports,” he
said. "COHA has been a very
good support group for the city.”

Vagnozzi supported and sug-
gested public meetings coneern-
ing key issues such as Detroit

council members in 1991, He
also served on the Farmington
school board in 1873-74.

His nccomplishments uﬁile

Edison'a to power out-
ages in the city.

A cellular tower study commit-
tee nlac provided a weslth of
information on that issue.

mayer include sotting neig

Tiood meetings, expanding televi-
eion coverage of council meot-
ings, notifying more residents
about proposcd zoning changes
in their neighborhoods, and
allowing residents to call in
questions during council meet-

ings. i
“Wa have also started telovis-

ing planning commissfon public

hearing meetings and the hear-

Vag is an ken pro-
ponent of less density. Ho has
pushed for larger lots in such
arcas as that east of Woodereek,
in the 13 Mile and Orchard arca
and the Middlebelt and Power
Road arcas,

He also led city council opposi-
tion to a rezoning proposal at
Huoggerty and Ninc Milo for the
construction of a Krogor shop-
ping eenter.

ties.

& Conti efforts to protect
Woodland Hills as a nature
park.

® Try to improve fire and
Community EMS response times
on medical emergencies and con-
tinue to work with the citizen-
business committee to improve
the Grand River corridor.

The mayor said he enjoys
waorking with City Manager Dan
Hobba, who ho helped select
after the departure of Bill

" Costick to tho private scctor.

Vagnozzi, who came to this
country as a boy from Italy, is
announcing carly, as he always

a9,

] have never been one to play
games as to whether I am a can-
didate or not,” ho said. “Nor have
1 falt it is in the best intercst of
the community to wait until the
last moment to announce a can-
didacy.”

Vagnozzi and his wile of 48

years Lois have four grown chil- |

dren and soven grandchildren.

NICKELS
“NADINE"
REG $B0 SALE $59

DUR BEST-SELLING SHOES ARE ON SALE NOW THROUGH
MARCH 15, STOCK UP FOR EVERY SEASDN.

WOMEN'S SHOES AND CHE BeLLa!
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NINE WEST
“DALTON"
REG $58 SALE $39
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EVAN PICONE
“ALTO"
REG $84 SALE $59
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