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Made In the shade: A comerof ...
Betly Trost's garden Is filled with
shade-loving hostas and ofher
plants, Photos by Marty Figley.

A lesson in gardening:
The way it should be

Atlistic area: Alpine plants take
center stage in this small area g : g i
of the gardien. [BEE-ARES o Pl bt ; ]

BY MARTY FIGLEY
Spocikal Wiiter

Aystroll through her garden with Betty Trost of Bloom»

* blooms like miniature holly-hocks, and sedum “autumn

joy” are all growing happily in their chosen location.

Betty often sepositions the plants in thls garden to suit
herself and Jlkes those that have a “see-through” quallty
when the late afternoon sun shows them at their best.

to treat it.” For instance, she digs up some of the plants in
the spring when they are 8ix inches high, disturbs the
roots, and then puts them back down in the ground. The
result §s stralght stems so no staking is necessary. Yarcow,
achlllca rosea, and saponaria, or anything that is aggres-

ficld Hills is a lesson about the way gardening should be
donc, I spent a delightful hour with this generous lady and
learned a lot about her gardening practices. By the way,
she vol less hqurs at Cranbrook Gardens and.
has done so for many years. coggygria, provide the maroon shades. The smoke tree Is
As you enter the garden through a hand-wrought gate, kept cut back to keep it in scale, therefore it doesn’t bloom. -
a large Hombeam tree, Capinus Betulus, with intercsting . .. Several big double pink carcfree beauty roses are growing p
gray bark has an under planting of Hostas in shades of _on either side of the smoke tree and makeanice contrast.  © are you going to put on it?’ and [ tell them there 1s nothing
gold and green folinge. Lady’s mantle, alchemille vulgaris, ‘Near the back of the garden, “my all time favorite” Isa - to figure out, it just adds to a quiet texture.” A hand-made
also grows here keeping company with a hand. euony.  witch hazel, hamamelis “Amold Promise™ which has deli- ~ heart-shaped bird bath seiting on the ground invites these
* mus. Both have chartreuse blooms and the cuonymus  cate ycllow blooms In February and March “for flve  {riends Into the garden and the Christmas fems, poly-
extends the scason with the same color sced pods when wetks!” She told me this plant is related to another mem- - stichunt acrosticholdes, and Jap nese painted , athyrl
the blooms are gone. A lavender-blooming clematis cllmbs . ber of the hamamelldaceae family parrotia persica, a small  rifponticum, grow nearby. Large rocks are positioned along-
. uponecomerarea. - .- K . -+ tree which grows ncarby and has exciting bright fall  side the Japanesce painted ferns to shade their roots and to
, Shades of green follage is repeated across the deck area  foliage. Fothergilla is also in this family and it, too, is quite  hold moisture in the ground. A 25-year-old crabapple,
where blue princess holly; ilex, junipers, juniperits, Shier-" colorful in the fall scason, . . malus ‘red jade’ tree adds an ancher to the garden.
wood spruce, picea, thododendrons and pines, pinus mugo, - - When the saponaria (scapworts), asters and phlox have Along the back brick fence, and in other dreas of the
provide a restful-backdrop to the northweast comer ofthe  grown tall and before they flower, she cuts half the stems  garden, pereninial lirope grows to 12 inches tall, It forms a

Clumps of gray lamb's cars, stachys byzantina, outline
the edges of the garden and the sedum, sand cherrics,
prunus besseyi, a bushy shrub, and a smoke.tree, colinus

sive can be treated in this manner. At that time, the plants
can also be divided. . X

In a shady, quict comey, another vignelte appears and

can also be scen from the house, Here are several ever-

greens such as Norway Spruce, and tucked back in the

. conter Is'a pedestal. Betty says, “People often asked, ‘what

. home. - ) T off about Half way and lets the rest of them remain long. . dark green low hedge-like cffect and makes a wondcrful
’ As the scasons have come.and gone, the garden has  This way bloom tme is conalderably increased. ~ backdrop for other plants. Belty says, “People don't use it
-+ changed and she says, “This was a July/August garden - .. [nSeptember and October the fall aster, asteracae “Alma”  enought it holds the soll. It is cut back eatly.in the spring

when it was sunny, but now as the trees have matured, Potschke” will bloom with vibrant reddish-vermilion blos-
shade is a {deration. Now It is basically a spring gar-~. - sams. Betty says, “It knocks your cye out.” Some of the
... den and at this point is a garden of textures, There is one /< same flowers growing in this garden are also grown in her
" blg Sitver Maple troe; acer, In the center of the back garden'., : or her cut and share garden. Saponaria
. that providds eich shadc.and: has long. roots that reach .+ f
. out {ntd the gardén’ That1s something 1 1ave to con
tend Wl T e T
... The large area, which she an her husband, Norm, can’
" enjoy from the house, contains’ “biltions” of blue forget- .. 'Is a heaverly, ng p
-~ me-nots, myosotis, and pink and white tullps, tulipa, In the T~ growing over 5'20-foot tall mack orange, philadelphus;
" spring. Baslcally, throughout the year, the garden colors: sheub, She slsa enjoys a lace Jeaf viburmnum and a barberry,
am pink, white, gray and maroon. In carly spring glory of ** berblris, which has yellow racemes and yellow 11 and -
- snow, cioriodoxa, fills the bed, followed with billows of the - beries that begin as yellow and tum reddish in the fall. At
" blue forget-me-nots, White blooming spirea and a double  that time of year the leaves tum a “flery beautiful red,”
gold kerria which has chartréuse stems throughout the  adding another dimension to the garden.

. to aboit two Inches and then necds no other care.” -

* Arock ganden filled with tufa rocks is filled with many
 plants. Belty says, “This arca has been the same for 30
e a ~years and the loss of an old crabapple tree, which was
cing be); daisles, yarrow, feverfew, chry : ", destroyed by.ice last winter, make It necessary 1o remove
parthenium, tountaln grass‘and cut-leaf violets, viola, are * the shade loyers and add those that nced more sun.™ -
iu;s.{u;fcw...soug‘g{ these beds have tall shiubs in the back” . In atdition to all this, a large shady area Ih'the.front of
* ' Another view the couple likes to enjoy from theic home . * the Trost home Is a spectacular slght in the spring as it
at Jy blue moming glory, ipomed, vine which is i y

_blooms with many varicties of wildflowers. £ hope o share
., ‘thisspecial garden with you at a later ime. :

ONTHECOVER =
A Euoriymus has been frained fo grow
an espaliered specimen in the 8loomfleld .

, ar, peciee geas and white fothergillas add inter- Betty’s philosophy Is to “find what does well and grow .

: z:t. Also, pi_rlgl: sldalcea, which self sows freely and has It A wise gardenecr takes a comimon plant and leams how H’”S,garden of Betty Trost. )
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