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‘MOVIES'

Lynch’s ‘Lost

——
David Lynch
TIGKETS | 18 never made

PLEASE
oy it easy on us.
From his night-

marish first fen-

ture
“Eraserhead” in
1978 to his mas-
terpiece “Blue
Velvet” to his
surprise televi-
sion hit “Twin
Peaks,” Lynch
has tapped into
regions of the
human psyche that many would
just as soon leave untouched.

JOHN
MONAGHAN

“Lost Highway,” Lynch's firat
©iees it What seems like a decade,
is no exception, It's o moddening,
high-atyle head trip that will
irritate five times ns many view-
cra a8 it intrigues. It plays exclu-
sively at the Star John R in
Madison Heights.

The opening comes straight
from Kafka: Fred, an L.A. saxo-
phonist, wakes one morning to
discover a vidcotape on his front
stop with n shot of his building’s
fncade. Subsequent tapes reveal
that someone has been filming
inside the apartment, even while
he and his wife sleep. He meets a

man at a party, a amall, pasty-
faced creature (Robert Blake)
who shocks him by revealing
that ho has been in Fred's apart-
ment. Earlier, this mystery
man's face may have replaced
his wile’s for o brief moment
after the coupte had sex. .
What happens next is nearly
impassible to explain and proba-
bly wouldn't help you under-
stand the movie anyway. This
film npir equivalent to “2001: A
Space Odyssey” delivers so many
red herrings and loose ends that
it makes you wonder if the direc-
tor himself knowa what's going

nghway’ fhistrates and fasci

on.

In interviews Lynch has been
characteristically cagey about
interproting hia films. The
movie, like good poetry, forces
you to draw your ewn conclu-
giona, make your own connec-
tions, as obtuse and unresolved
as they may be. Snatchea of dia-
logue (co-written by Lynch and
Barry Gifford) are so sparse that
you feol that they must have
some specinl significance — but
probably don't,

Instead of helping solve the
mystery, Fred's sultry wife
(Patricia Arquette) only adds to
it. Sporting a Betty Page haircut

with a series of piercing echoes
that break the movie's stylistic
silence. .

The sccond half segues into
another story and another char-
neter, o young mechanic named
Peto who geta caught up with a
gangster’s girlfriend. This film
noir rifl has been played before,
but Lynch gives it twists of his
own, including a sex scene (one
of several) in the desert, lit solely
by the harsh glow of automobile
headlights.

Lynch has assembled a typical-
1y oddball cast. Richard Pryor
appears as the wheelchair-bound
owner of the garage where Pete
works. Gary Buscy plays Pete's
patient father, who's still not
sure what happened to his son
on that night no one seems to
want to talk about.

You'll also spot Jack Nance,
atar of “Ei head” and a char-

acter nctor in countlesg other
films, who was recently mur-
dered after a name-calling aiter-

nates

cation in a doughnut shop. He
plays a fellow mechanic who
objects when Pete, plagued by
hendaches, changes stations an
the radio. i

Lynch has always been partial
to wide screcn, which he fills
wijth stdnning compositions,
many steeped in almost complete
dnrkness, This, linked with the
impressive soundtrack, makes
“Lost Highway” a must-see on
the big sereen ~ if you're going to
see it at all, Viewers of this oddi-
ty ore destined to fall into one of
two categories: those anxious to
sce it again and these who wish
they had never traveled this
road at all.

John Monaghan welcomes your
calls and comments, You can lis-
ten to him on Dave Dizon'’s Radio
Show AM 1270, 8 p.m. to mid-
night Saturdays. To leave John a
voice mail message, dial (313)
953-2047 on a touch-tone phone,
mailbox 1866.

unwittingly thrust Into the limelight
whon she discovers she Is pregnant for
1ho fifth timo.

*SUBSTANCE OF FIRE™

A poworful and moving drama about &
headstrong foathes and his threo grown
children. Stors Ron Rifkin, Timothy
Hutton, Satah Jessica Parker.

To be announced
“NIGHTWATCH"

Suspense thriller about B young law stu-
dent who has token a Job as the (ong
hespital night watchman [ust 6s a serial
Willer has begun to tersorize tho city.
Even more frightening ore all the clues,
which seem to polnt 1o him. Stars Nick
Nolte. Patricin Arquette.

CITY OF INDUSTRY

A hard-euged nalr thriller about two
small-time L.A, criminals whose plans
for o 1ast big jewelry heist g0 awry
when on unpredictable partner Is
brought into the deal with Timothy

Hutton and Horvey Keitel,

THE RETURN OF THR JEDU

The last In the threepart re-colenso of
the ~Stor Wars® trilogy with Mork
Hamilt, Hatrison Ford and Cartie Fisher.

Scheduicd to open Friday, Morch 21
SMILIA'S BENSE OF SNOW

Baosed on the best sclling Danish novel
about a glacier scientist who investl-
gotes a child’s death with Julia Otmond
ond Gabrlel Byrne.

SELENA '

A biographlcal dramo based on the life
of Tejono singer Selena who shot to
death by the former prestdent of hee fon
club.

LIAR, UAR
Jim Carrey's fatest about o compulsive

line who is compelied to telt tho truth for

24 hours ofter his son's birthday wish
comes truc.

THE GODFATHER

A rerelease of Francis Ford Coppola’s
classic gangster movie .

HOWCASE: HTIAC:

- Petor Travers, ROLUNG STONE .

~David Shaehan, COS-TV
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G THING ABOUT THIS
CH PEOPLE LOVE IT!

#1private Parts’ is A COMIC FIRECRACKER
with a surprising human touch.”

~FUNNY! ‘Private Parts’ is a public pleasure.”

“You'll love wacrd Stern.

Don’t miss this movie.”

MUST SEE.

- Stave Oldfield, FOX-TV

“The SURPRISE
comedy hit
of '97.”

~Don Stotter,
ENTERTAINMENT
TIME OUT
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and a Morticia Addams
0 B N E wardrobe, sho seems steeped in
intrigue. And fust where was she
when Fred called home from the
club? The first half of “Lost
Highway” is a study in sound,
where the hum from a lightbult
or the opening of a manila enve-
drveh lopo is boosted to cleven. The
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