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e——— Fans of the
: Saline rock band
Solid Frog
should beware.
Taking a cue

‘101, the first
song on its lat-
est album
“Pepper Spray”
(Overture), the
band is out to
stalk its listen-
ers — and potential listenera,

Like stalkers, the band -
bassiat Jeff Hayes, drummer
Mike Purcell, guitarist Kyle
Neely, and singer/guitarist Andy
Patalan,~ will show up anywhere
to promote its album. It could bo
a high school, hockey rink, con-
certs, or any othnr public placo.
it's called drive-by gigs.

“It just popped in my head,”
said Patalan, about coming up,
with the idea. “It was teo casy
not to do, I couldn't imagine
deing anything more simple.
Nobody has thought of it or -hos
done it.”

“I've seen the little garago
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from “Stalking -

 ‘We do a lot of high uhools just because the

"kids go crazy. We throw out CDs and T-shirts.’

Andy Patalan
Solid Fmpa

bands that'll plug in in o park. I
thought why not just do that in
the van with a generator? That
way we can just play a couple
songs and leave before we go!.
arrested.”

The band has appeared oub

side the Michigan Theatre in,

Ann Arbor just ns doors were
aponing for The Verve Pipe's
show in lato January.

*We do a lot of high schools
just because the kids go crazy.
We throw out CDs and T-shirts,
The funnicst one we did was up
in Flint at the IMA Sports
Arena, It's o 5,000-seat hockey
arena. We did it on the ice during
one of the intermissiona,
Although we got permission

. first, it was a surprisc for every-

body. We threw CDs up in the
erowd.”

Solld Frog's latest effor

*“Pepper Spray,” is a more solid - E

effort than its debut “Supercoat,”
relcased in June 1995. The
album hones in on Beatlosque
melodies and clever lyrics (*1
Bum"), driving guitars (“Stalking
‘101’ *), and ecrie guitars and
vocals that explode at the charus
(“Telluride™).

“We decided to hone in en
more of the specific sound we
were really happy with
‘Supaercoat.” We took that forward
with ‘Pepper Spray. ™

Besides dnvc-hy concerts,
Solid Frog is doing club dates.
Patalan snid he hopes the band
can repeat its performance at
Lollapalooza.

“That was a gas,” Patalan said
about his band's performance at
the 1996 Lollapalooza at Pine

Knob Music Theatre, “It was a
great time. 'We went on carly
and all the people were coming
in at that time. None of the other
stages were open 80 it was just
. perfect.”

“We plan on actually doing it
again. We hope to go on tour’
with Loilapalooza. If we don't get
accepted, we're going to do it
anyway with the drive-by. We'll
just follow it around playing in
all the parking lots and all the
+people in line,” Patalan said.

Solid Frog will perform with
Hi-Fi and the Roadburners, 9
p.m. Saturday, March 8, at
Harpo's, 14238 Harper, Detroit.

Txcllet: an. available at lha door:

atadio producing the latest
album by Monkey Chuck. “You
can expect good old-fashioned
MC with n fow Vanderisms, such
a8 screaming guitars and three-
port harmonies,” he said.
Congratulations to The Verve
Pipe, whose single “Tho
Freshmen” debuted at No. 80 on
Billboard's Top 100 Singles
Chart. ... Barenaked Ladies
will join the elite club of Jomie
Walters, Donno Lewis, Flaming
Lips, and Luther Vandross as
artists who have had the honor
of playing.The Peach Pit on
“Beverly Hills 80210." The
Ladies will perform 8 p.m.
chncsduy, March 26, on the Fox

For m , call (313)
524-1700 The band also ploys
Sunday, March 9, at the
Pharoah's Golden Cup, 28959
Joy Road, Westiand. For informa-
tion about the show's time and
age restrictions, call (313) 513-.
8536, .

Misc: Brian Vandor Ark,
singer/guitarist for The Verve
Pipe, and Jon Frazier of Station
C in Grand Rapida ara in the

show .. Aprll marks
the release of “Under These
Rocks and Stones” by Chantal
Krevinzuk, and “Coming Up” by
The London Sucde. ... The ska
band Buck.0-Nine has signed
with TVT Records, best known
for relensing Nine Inch Nails'
debut album, “Pretty Hate
Machine,” and being the home to
Gravity Kills. ...The S8cahorses,
the latest project by ex-Stone
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Fans go crazy when Solid Frog stalks them out- 4

Roses member John 8quire, is
recording its debut album “Do I£7
Yourself” in Los Angeles. It '
should be released in early sum-

the Seahorses’ lincup was solidi-

2]
3]
ficd. Besides Squire, who is the— 14

lead guitarist and principal,
songwntor.
includes singer/songwriter Chris

%
mer. The album will feature a, """
track that Squire co-wrote with™ *3
Liam Gallagher of Oasis called 4
“Love Me and Leave Me,” before

vI

the band also’__

Helme, bassist Stuart Flalchor,m,,,

and drummer Andy Watts. ..,
Don't look for Kiss to rcturn te
Detroit any time soon. The clos-
est the band is coming to Dotroit
is Van Andel Arcna in Grand
Ropids on April 10 and Toledo
Sports Arena in Toledo on April
12 Call (810) 645-6666 for more
information.

Write Christina Fuoco, care of
The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia, or you can leave .
her @ message at (313) 953-2047, .
mailbox No. 2130, or via e- mall
at CFuoco@aol.com

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movic theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by Johin Monaghan,

Birmingham Theatre 211 S.
Woedwnrd, Birmingham. Call
(810} 644-FILM for information,
($6.60; $4.25 matinces and
seniors) .

W “Shine” (Australia - 1998),
The story of David Helfgott, a
concert pianist driven to tho
cdge at an early age by his over-
bearing fother. His ultimate suc-
cess over adversity makes for an
inspirational story.

Detroit Film Theatre Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward
Ave., Detroit, Call (313) 833-2323
for information. ($5; $4 atudents)

M “A Single Girl” (France -
1995). Mar. 7-9 (call for show
times). Shot in nctual time, the
story finds a young woman on
the first day of work after telling
her boyfriend she is pregnant.
Directed by Benoit Jacquats

® “Kiss Me, Stupid” (USA -
1964), 7 p.m. Mar. 10. Billy
Wilder's once-despised black
comedy now serves ns a fitting
tribute to Dean Martin,| pluys a
Vegas lounge entertdiner —
named Dino -- stranded in the
home of an aspiring songwriter
{Ray Walston) and his beautiful
wife (Kim Novak) in the subtly
named Climax, Nevada.

Magic Bag Theatre 22920
Woodward, Ferndale. Call (810)
544-3030 for information. ($2)

| “Fierce Creatures!”™ (USA -
1997). 9:30 p.m. Mar. 12. The
some team that brought you “A
Fish Called Wanda™ hopes to
recreate that film's magic in the
story of an attempt to increase
attendanee at a failing zoo. (§2)

Main Art Theatre 118 N.
Main Street at 11 Mile, Roynl
Ouk. Films play through at least
Thursday, unless noted other-

wise. Call (810) 542-0180 for
information and showtimes,
($6.50; $4 students, seniors and
matiriee; $3 twilight)

- M “Kolya” (Czechoglovakia -
1996), This Oacar-nominated for-
cign film finds a marriage of con-
venience turn into a peraonul
revolution for a middle-nged,
down-on-his-luck eellist.

W “Mother” {(USA - 1996).
Albert Brooks returns to direct-
ing and starring in this comedy
about a twice-divorced man who
tries to come to terms with his
mother (Debbie Reynolds) when
he moves back in with her.

W “Hamlet” (USA - 1997).
Kenneth Branagh's latest ver-
sion of the Shakespeare classic
runs at its true length of nearly
four hours (with intermission).
But this shouldn’t keep you
away from the year's first epic
film experience, a tour de force
for star/dircctor Branagh, who

- .hos compiled a most. ccloctic cast

including Billy Crystal, Jack
Lemmon, Kate Winslott, and
liobin illiams,

B “Waiting for Guffman” (USA
- 1997). Christopher Guest, a
member of the Spinal Tap, cro-
ates his own mock dncumemnry
about a small town in Missouri
ataging a ial

a mental institution after 30
years. He must somehow assimi-
late back into the community
whero he committed a grizzly
murder, Nominated for best
nctor and screenplay honors,
Thornton's first feature also
boasts surprising performances
from Dwight Yoskam and John
Ritter.

Michigan Theatre 603 E.
Liberty Street, Ann Arbor. Call
(313)668 8397 for information.

W “35th Annunl Ann Arbor
Film Festival.” Mar, 11-16 (call
for show times). The'oldest film
festival in North America picks
the best of some 350 entries from
around the world. They are
shown nightly for audience and
judge consideration before the
winner's night on Sunday. (6
per screcning; $10 entire
evening; $35 reries ticket)

Redford Theatre 13871
Lahser {at Grand River), Detroit.
Call' (313) 537-2560 for informa-
tion. ($2.50}

B “Brigadoon” (USA - 1954). 8
p.m. Mar. 7; 2, 8 p.m. Mar. 8
(overture begine a half hour
before  showtime). Two
Americans from Manhattan
(Gene Kelly, Van Jehnson) stum-
ble across the fairy tale village of

Brigad which only material-

pagaent, Guest wmte and direct-
ed the low-budget film, and even
stars as Corky St. Clair, the high
school drama teacher who helms
the show with hilarious rcaults.
(Starts Friday)

Maple- Theatre 4136 W.
Maple, Bloomfield. All titles play
through at least next Thursday,
unless noted otherwise. Call
(810) 856-9090 for mfurmnhon.
(SG $2,95 twilight)

M “Sling Blade” (USA - 1996).
Bllly Bob Thornton wrote, direct-
ed, and stars in this portrait of n
middle-nged man released from
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“NO PASSES OR
COUPONS ACCEFTED

izes once every 100 ycars, Cyd
Charisse co-stars. Windsor Film
Thentre2135 Wyandatte St.
West, Windsor, Canada. Call
(619) 254-FILM for information.
($5.25; $4 US)

@ “The Funcral” (USA - 1996).
9 p.m. Mar. 6-9. Abel Ferrara, the
controversml director of “Bnd
Li " and “The Addieti
crentes o Depression-cra gang-

{Chris Penn and Christopher
Walken) out to avenge the mur-
der of their brother (Vincent
Gallo).

B’ “Two or Three Things I
Know About Her™ (France -
1966). 9 p.m. Mar. 10-11. Based

ster atory about brothers in the

small-time protection racket

Weekend
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- Doesn’t Make Your
Heart Race,
Maybe Thus Will.

Nothing puts you in the mood like a great rate in a luxurious room. For
some added romance, we'll even provide free breakFfast for two. For
Dream Deals reservations, call your travel agent or our toll-free number.
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on paper articles, Jean-Luc
Godord's film experiment focuses

Getaway

DOvpLETREE GUEST SUITES SOUTHIIELD
810-350-20(

- DovnLTREE GUEST SUITES TROY
810-879-7500
$89

on a Parisian mother of two chil-
dren who works afternoons as a

KC, BALEY/RYSHIR ENTERTAINKENT
Radlo DJ; Howard Stern portrays himself as a 1970s Detroit disc jockey in “Private
Parts,” opening Friday at metro Detroit movie theaters.

prostitute. (Precaented by,
Kinotek Film Society)
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Week March 7 -March 13
1) Larger Than Life ra
Bl Woek March 14- March 20

2) The Adventures of...

l Week March 24 - March 27
3) The Stupids wa
Week March28- Api3
4) Matilda ra
B Woek Aprild - Apri 10
5) Alaska ro
Wook Apdl 11-Aprl 17
6) Fly Away Home ra)
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