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Pro-business attitude wins
Rogers top spot with county

- BY PAT MURPHY
STAFP WRITER

As ho appronches his first full
year as Oakland County deputy
oxecutive, Kennoth Rogers is
convinced of one thing.

“You can teach an old dog new
tricks,” he said. “I'm living
proof.”

involved in real estate for about
20 yonrs - before joining the
ataff of county Executive L.
Brooks Patterson. As a buai-
neasperson, he was concernod
about the transition to gavern-

ment,

“During the campaign (1892,
agoinst Democrat Elizabeth
Howe) I worked on some cam-
paign {sauea for Brooks,” he eaid.
“After he won, Brooks asked me
if I'd like to put some of those
ideas to work.”

With any other elected official,
Rogers said he might have been
reluctant. “But with Brooks,” he
recolled, “I didn't hesitate.”

Patterson said he had no hesi-
tation either. The now executive
was confident he was matching
the right person with the right
job. “Ken was a businessman,”
snid Patterson, “and he was
unabashedly pro business, He
was the right person to hire as
director of community and eco-
nomic development.”

Rogers was promoted to

Rogers was an entrepreneur —

County Executlve L. Brooks
Patterson (left) and his deputy
Kenneth Rogers.

Rogers' work ethic, “Ten-hour
days are routine for Ken., Some-
times, I get e-mail messages sent
from his home at 6:30 a.m.”

Rogers’ introduction to the
business world was not particu-
larly endearing. After graduat-
ing in 1857 from St, Michael's
High School in Pontiac, he
enrolled at Central Michigan
University where he enjoyed col-
lege life and, among other
things, playcd the banjo. -

He was part of o group called
The Wanderers, which cut two
records — on 45 rpm vinyl —
before disbanding.

Rogers left academia — and
the ‘carefree lifestyle of the col-
lege student — abruptly when
hia father's mechanical contract-

busil went belly-up.

doputy ive last
when John L, Grubba retired.
. Why Rogers?

“Ken is very creative,” said
Patterson. “Many of the innova-
tigns we've made — like video

ng
‘What followed were o serica of
jobs, including some that were
short on pay, but long on experi-
enco. He empticd ash trays and
cleancd toilets at a bowling
alley, for cxample, before moving

ing for

d with
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him. But I got the credit.”
Patterson sald he also liked

into where he was
a trouble shooter for unprofitable
bowling alloys.

“I also sold advertising," he

‘long days,” he

rncuiluﬁ. and in the procoss
developed a respect for salespeo-

le.

He went into business for him-
self and in 1973 became a part-
ner in a real estate brokerage
firm that developed into & multi-
miltion dollar venture. He was
also actlive in Oakland County
chambera of commorce. .

Ho was a partner in the part of-
the brokerage firm from 1973
until joining the executive's

staff, e

His tife has baen a busyy
Rogers acknowledged, and,
rewarding. Ho and his wife Jane,

2 nurse, have four grown chil. .

dren and several grandchildren.
“They're spread out around tha
country,” he said, “so we do some
traveling.” )

Rogers also found time to got
his degree, a bachelors in public
administration from CMU, class
of 1998. And, occasionally, he
still plays the banjo. .

Rogera snid he enjoys working
in government, or at least a gov-
ernment headed by Patterson.
“Brooks doesa't micro manage,”
he snid. “And he's open to inno-
vation,”

Of all the things he's been
involved in, Rogers said trade
overturcs with Mexico have been
among the more enjoyable.
Rogers has been part of at least
one trade misalon to Mexico so
.fxar. and another is echeduled for

une, .

Those trade trips are demand.:
ing, Rogers said. “We have some
id, but the peo-

d the results

ple are nice

rewarding.. :

“I really believe much of the
economic growth of the future is
in international trade,” he said.

OCC offers ‘empowerment’ day for women

Women will have an np]eortup(ty to partici)

in a day of i

P ment
and networking at a day-long conference on Satur-

te attend four workshops throughout the day. Topics

include health iu:lea. family economics, coping
dwi i AL aa]

with the

non-
and-women's legal rights.

day, March 22, at Qakland C:

“Women Together” begins at 8:30 a.m. on the col-
lege's Highland Lokes Campus in Waterford,
Following the opening address, participants will

% OFF!

NO ORDERS. ALL SALES FINAL. CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD.

College.

The registration fee of $36 includes lunch.

 GREAT SELECTION

ROCKPORT, TIMBERLAND,
FLORSHEIM, COLE HAAN,
ALLEN EDMONDS, J&M,
BIRKENSTOCK, ECCO,

DOC MARTENS,
MEPHISTO
AND MORE!
NOTHING
HELD BACK!

For further information or to receive a brochure, :
catl (810) 360-31886.
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