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Ice storm cuts power to
6,000 in Farmington area

Downed trees, power lines keep city workers hopping

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAFY WHITER
By Monday night, all but
ubout 160 Detroit Edison cus-
tomors in Farmington and
Farmington Hills had power
after Friday's ice storm,
“*“This was the worst ice storm
of.the decade,” said Farmington
Hills City Manager Dan Hobbs.
“We had 6,000 residences with-
out power in Farmington and
Farmington Hills.”
Tom Biasell, Farmingtan Hills’
director of public services, said
thare woro 28 trees down in
Farmington Hilla that were
blecking roadways and another
50:that were partially blocking
streets,
* .The city’s department of public
works realized Thuraday night
that there would be problems
and was ready Friday morning
‘with stop signsa to replace non-
functioning traffic lights and
three chipping crows to clear
limbs,

*“Tho DPW as a group respond-
od ‘fantastically,” Biasell said.
“By the time morning came,
batween 4-5 a.m., we were hav-
mgh lot of power autugcu

But the timing hurt as DPW
wnrkeu were not yet in thelr
new building, makin,

‘(!'ha fence) turned a
kright red. 've never
seen anything llke It.'

Officer Jim Madigan

—Farmington Public Sofety

Mile from Drake to Farmington;
north of 696 and cast of Drake;
botween 12 and 13 Mile from
Drake to Farmington; and on
both sides of 12 Mile between »
Orchard Lake and Farmington

Rond.

A back-up gencrator could not
be brought on line and rosorve:
batteries were drained within a
fow hours, Biasell said,

“The new facility will have a
ful)-time emergency generator,”
he said.

Fire Chief Rich Marinucci said
before 9 p.m., firefighters had
already been out to three acci-
dents and had responded to
sovon within a short time. He
called in the paid-on-call volun-
teers to holp man the stations.

By midnight Friday, firefight-
ers had gone on 115 runs, 84 of
them rolated to downed wires.
There were 32 incidents Satur-
day but onily 15 Sunday. The
department averages about 15
runa a day.

Police Chief Bill Dwyer said
the department received more
than 230 9-1-1 calls and dis-

hed 440 calls to thoe city,

8
difficult, ho said. The DPW was
itself without powor, and the
communications tower at the
a:w was out until Snturday.

Farmington and Boverly Hilla.
On Monday, Edison crows

ware working on problems in

four arcas: Between 13 and 14

“Home Selling Profits Surprise

Publisher Of Free Report!”

‘Farmington Hills - after many studies, this Free Report for
homc sellers was developed by a local mnl cstate agent who
to find that this crucial home selling
-information had never been mnde easxly available to the
ghnernl public! After results,
is Free chnrt is now, nvmlnblc to nll home scllers, The
proves td got the seller the Ehost price
pnsslblu. sell ?uu:kl y, attract the most qualified uyers. and
avoid costly financinl trops! In an interview with
-Inc.,“Results have been so positive and overwhelming, we
»guardnteo these home selling strategies to work. The only
Adxn'culty we have is keeping enough Free charts in stock!”
J your froc copy, 1-800-797-6055, 24 hrs., for a

corded Message. .
Complimenta of Cmnbmok._A':'ngc.
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. 2 How 1O ReacH Us

810-477-5450
B10-477-9722
$~$po 313-953- 2141
~a»~|ludcr Comment Line: 313.953-2042
;—clulﬂeduvmnlng. 313-591-0200
313-591-2300
810-901-4716
313.953-2182

: "QHOMEI.INE: 313-953-2020

-[~»< Open houses and new
‘|2 developments in your arca,
5* Free real estate seminar Informauan

. ~}-Nmrwm'
»X-Nmoom Fax

1

Piace classified 3ds at your convcnlcnce.
& CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS

#

5=
1= OAXIAND CouNTY: 810-901-4716
J»= Request subscriptions at your cénve9icnce.

I3
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# FAX LINE: 313-953-2288

You can use a MasterCardhw or Visa®to access the following
- information from our classified ads. This service Is available by
noon Wednesday and Friday:
* Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makcs

of automobiles, Cost: $39.95

O & E ON-LINE: 313-591-0903
You can access O & EOn-Line wllh Just about any
~PCo h. Users can:
< « Send and receive unlimited c—maIL
» Includes Microsoft Internet Explorer
web browser software — FREE]
. » Access all features of the Internet - Telnet,
Gopher, WWW and mare.
» Read electronic editions of the

Observer & Eccentric newspapers.

« Chat with users across town or across the cnurmy.
To begin your on-line exploration; call 313-591-0903 with
3 your modem.
At the LOGIN prompt, type:
At the KEY prompt, type:
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EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA
_Join Parkey the Panda on

In the ico storm
wroaked havoc throughout the
‘weel

Depnrtmcnt of public servicea
didn’t have an exact number of
treca that fallen, but director
Kovin Gushman said is was, “A
whole bunch.”

“We didn’t make a count,”
Gushman said. “We're just try-
ing to get it clenned up,”

DPS workers will bo removing
branches through Tuesday,
March 25, The ¢ity hired n pri-
vate contractor with a chipper to
speed up the process. -

Farmington Public Safety offi-

cers";\nd Edison workers wera

en, One ignited a small brush
fire bohind a garage while the
other wire landed on a fenco and
sent a strong clectrical charge
through several hundmd feet of
fonco line.

*(The fence) turned a bright
red,” snid Jim Madigan, Farm. «
ingtun Public Safety officer. *T've
never seen anything like it.”

Staff writer Larry O'Connor
contributed to this story.

RECREATION NEWS

ADULY SOFTBALL TEAM SIGNUP
Now teamas interested in playing
in an adult softball league are
invited to register at the recre-
ation office. Preaent lon,
openings are for men's, women's
and coed, Call 473-9570,

March 22 at the Heritage Park
Day Camp for a program of arta,
crafts, games and an egg hunt.
Children ages 3-5 will meet at
10-11 a.m; children oges 6-10
will meet from noon to 1:30 p.m.
Pre-registration fes i $8.

OPEN SKATE

‘The Ice Arena invitea you to join
them for open skoting. Fee is $3
for Farmington Hills residents
and $5 for non-residents. Skate
rontal ig $2 per person. For
dotails, call 478-8800.

SPRING BREAK CAMP, TOURS
Children agen 6-8 and 8-12 can
register for a week of sporta,
nature study, crafts and more
for the week of March 81-April
4, Camp runs from 9a.m. to 3
p.m. Children should pack a
lunch. i

i)
Manor{are

Health Services

4 Skilled Nursing Care
9 Rehabilitation

BY LARRY O’'CONNOR
BYAYY WRITER

Walk into the The Tree House
for Earth"s Children and from
the mouth of baboa the sales
pitch is stridently clear,

“The trees talk to each other
and tho animals talk to each
other," said Cloreice Meinke, 7,
granddaughtor of the owner.
“And we won't know what
thoy’re saying until we know it
in our hearts.”

This is not tho place to neck
ateak houso

mnnmnmu.\nxu
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Family’s new organic store finds nature’s way

_place — the children, *

“The Indians have seventh
generational thinking, which is
realizing everything thoy do will
affect their children and grand-
children,” said Susan Meinks, a
Farmington Hills resident and
ohatetrics nurse at Botsford
Hospital. “They don't want to
harm the ecosystom because
they don’t want to harm the

dren,
*It's a belief in the web of lifo

Susan,
left, Her-

2‘:&*":3?

bristles, moccasina and 100 per
cent, organically grown cotton
and hemp clothing..

*“We're not promoting. mari-
Jjuana,* Herman said. “The
ple who grow this atuff can't
smoke it.”

Organic health food supple-
ments are sold in the form of
herbs and vitamina: Once the
U.S. Agricultural Department
givos ite bloasing, the Tree
Houso wﬂl.u_ull organically

in that we're all int

or sing the praises of polyester.

Rather than merely solling
products, The Tree House for
Eerth's Children on Mooney
Street, off Grand River and west
of Orchard Luke, apecializes in
& lifestyle philosophy. The stors
is something of a spiritual mag-
not for nature’'s most ardont
dwollers,

Classes in Tai Chi and alche-
my aro offered as well as work-
shops lx; raw live food presenta-

. to’ be

the store with
dnughur Chriatine, who besidea
belns mothor to Clumico, is an

grown

Nature's way even factors into
the store's decor. Walls are done
up in sky blue with' specks of
white. Both were applied with

“ogist and ix\ntructor for diet and
environmi

Clcr&icu '8 gmndfnthnr, Her-
men:. Meinke, is also an
alchemist and research scien-

tist, -

‘The businesa plan is not likely
featured in any
antrnprannurml publication,
wxll go to protact the

tion an

toxic paint, Susan said.

In'an alcove, childron can
play with wooden blocks or
musi truments.

“Music is importnnt to chil-
dren,” Susan eaid. “It's just the
poace in my heart when I hear
children play.music.”

Susan embraced the lifestyle
when. her granddaughter was
born,” She's said t.hnreu A seris

A petting farm fi bun
nles, goats, llamas, birds nnd
-ferrots will be part of a chil-
dren’s day 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday, March 28-29.
And that's the genesis for
going into business selling
organic products in the first

plane-
tary peace nnd earth stnwnrd-
ship, Susan aaid,
« *We'ro not Inokmg at profit
margins, beliava me,” she said.
Tho store features a cosmetic
line — where no animal testing
is done — sea aponges, woeden
tooth brushes with all natural

the future for thildren

That urgency about mother
nature has undoub! bedly filtered
down to grandchild.

“Up there she is crying,” said
Cloreice, who is home schooled,
“They’rs killing all the animals
and cutting down all the trees.”

St PatriCk’s fromp!gge Al ’

Pnh:lick'n Day parade in Dotroit

“1 hnvan’t missed one in 26
years,” he said.

Keanoe, his wlfo, Lindu. and
daughter, were

" there were plenty of Irish songs
washed down with green beer,

'a had some regulara and a
lot of (bar) hoppers,” he said,
“The vanst mnjority were

resplendent in green, thongh the
tavern couldn't got its Budwelser
to match.

Dunleavy’s Pub and Grub, just
a milo west on Grand River, had
another good year, said owner
Anthony Domol.

With John Goodloe performing
on mandolin and Murnlun Ash

him on keyt ,

But we all had & good
time.” "L

0'Shucks owner Larry Shee-
han said the crowds were “excel-
lent” all day at the tavern at
Grand River and Drake. But
there was a difference this year.

“At about midnight, we uull
had a full house,” he said. “But
most nvnrybody hed stnppod

P!
Residcnlial Assisted Living
Respite
Memaory

Imba
Metlicare Certified
Physical

Speech :
Occupational

NO ENTRANCE FEES
§950 FARMINGTON RD,

WEST BLOOMEIELD
tust N, of 14 Mile Road)

810-661-1760
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Sheehan said énughcr drunk
driving laws and better enforce-

‘meat are having an effect.

*1 remember years ago when
you had to throw ’em out at 2:30
o.m.,” he said, “This year it was
almoat as if you shut off a
faucet.”

Shechan said by 1 a.m., black
caffee had replaced green beor.

*Woa offor rides if they don’t
want to drive,” he said.

‘While they were there, the
mostly familinr crowd of regulara
enjoyed corned beef and cabbage,
singing Irish songs and

*We used to bnng in untertain
ment, but it became a problem
because they took up so much
room,” he said. “We have taped
Irish music that people can sing
along with if they want. A lot of
people juat want to talk and
enjoy the day,”

8heehan gave away green hats
and corszges to many patrons on
the unusually busy Monday,

“It's better for-us to have St.

Pat's on a Monday,” he eaid.
“When it's on a Friday or Satur-
doy it's only a little bie botter
{businesa) normal. Monday
s usually a bod day.”
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Reservations
*197 Adults

9% Children under 12

EAST E@RUNCH

Radisson Plaza Hotel at Town Center

‘The Radisson Plaza invites you to thelr
_Easter Brunch Buffet featuring a spectacular
parade of Easter favorites. . .
* Brunch Served from 10:30 to 3 p.rn.
Required

#16™ Senlor cm:::ns (60 and & )

Chlldren under 4 eat free
- Sales Tax and a 15% Gratuity Will Be Added.
free Sheltered Parking for Guests,

8_1 0-827-4000 1-800-333-3333
Radisson Plaza Hotel

Call 827-1382 for Reservations
1500 Town Center o Scuthfleld, Michlzan 48025
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