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ton Area Jaycees,

Some bunny
business:
The Easter
Bunny drew g
children’s B8
names to §
receive
prizes, which
included
watches,
cameras and
Detroit
Vipers
tickets.
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Al ears; Rhionna Stepian and father Brian of

I Farmington Hills share a chuckle with the Easter Bunny on Satur-
day. Children went on the hunt for bags of candy and other treats at the annual event sponsored by the Farming-

turned out

Candy's dandy: Some 500 kids ranging in ggea 1-12
fgr the annual Easter Egg an
Saturday at Heritage Park in Farmington Hills. .

Candy Hunt”

Sweet success

Kids run eggs-tra fast -

in annual Easter hunt

ids didn’t nced to be
egged on to take part in
the 42nd annual Farm-
ington Jaycces Easter Egg

(Cund}l) Hunt at Heritage Park

Sugat free?: Aidan Ander-
son, 14 months, contem-
plates the nutritional
value of pine cones after
all the candy is gone.

Candy-seekers were let loose
promaturely after a hurry-up
call for people to got to tho start-
ing line was misinterproted as o

t of cor

Some 500 kids got a jump start,
snaring 1,400 baga of candy
planted throughout the park.

Later, the Easter Bunny drow
children’s names during a free
raffle. The bunny booty included
bountiful Easter baskets, cam-
eras, children’s watches and
Detroit Vipers tickets,

Arca Kmart stores and The
Palace of Auburn Hills con-
tributed prizes.

Vohicles were back up onto
Farmington Road, leading some
kids to bail out and head for the
park when thoy saw other chil-
dren sprinting for sugar-coated
nirvana. ,

*[t's actually really great see-

H ‘it’'s actually realiy
groat soeing all
those kids and the. .
smiles on thelr

faces.’

et

‘Carrie Hale:
—Farmington Area Jaycrea:

ing all those kids and the emiles;
on their faces,” said Carrie Halo,.
chairperson of the event.!
“Whother it's whon the Enstor,
Bunny arrives or when they'vg:
pulled candy out of thoir bogs, :
it's vory nico to see.” o
Kids wore broken into three.
groups: ages 1-3, 4-7 and 7-and;
above, The toddlers, of course;.
were handed candy while the’
oldest were sent running the-fur:.
thest. .
Jayeaes kept candy bags on
hand while searching for tears.
and disappointment, LT
*Wo looked for kids who didn't
get any and we slipped them &
bag,} Hala.said. “Then you'got:

tho happy faces again.” E

Hills council votes-to keep - | . -
park in its natural splendor

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAYP WRITER
Farmington Hills City Council

mombers are agrecd on keeping
Woodland Hills Park as & nature

ark.
How best to do that has been

an issue for months,

At Monday’s regular meeting, .

the countil voted 5-2 for an ordi-
nance to preservo the environ-
mentally sensitive, 74-acre park
for passive use.

Council mombers Terry Sover

. and Cheryl Oliverio opposed the

measure, only bocause they
wanted the stronger protection
dment. That

A future city council could vote
to repeal or change an ordinance,
whereas it would take a vote of
the people to change the charter,

*A charter change would
require a vote of the people,”

‘Oliverio. said, “But to change

that, it would require another
vote of the people. That offers
mora protection.”

The council had conaidored
other options to preserve the
park’s natural ¢h B

nance language could be
strengthened with more specific
language and a charter amend-
ment can then be enacted, The
language for a charter amend-
ment would have to be approved
and submitted to Lansing to be
put on the November ballot.
*“These (ordinance and charter
revision) are not mutually exclu-
sive,” said Councilwoman Vicki
Barnett. ;Now we should
hen the ordi "

a nature conservancy. But coun-
¢il membera did not want to deed
over control of the park. That
left them to lzlxther create an

of a charter
would require votor approval.

*“Right now we have nothing,”
said Councilman Jerry Ellis. “At
least we'll have an ordinance on
the books, Wa can always consid-
cr a vote of the people to change
the charter,”

it a nature
park or pushing for a charter
changa on the November ballot.

“We could have it on the ballot
this November,” Sever said. “We
wauld not have to vote to protect
it from this council.”

Mayor Vagnozzi said the ordi-

The ordinance, which the
council will consider for enact.
ment at the April 7 meeting,
says in part that tho park “hav-
ing been identified and verified
by qualified observers to have
retained its natural character
and ‘possessed of unusual biotic
and scenic features, {s dedicated
as a natural park. The city shall
maintain the park so as to pre-
serve its natural values.”

Farmington DDA ranks 4 eateries
vying for new tavern liquor licenses

BY LAREY O'CONNOR
BTAY? WRITER

Rankings for réstaurants that
want liquor licenses are out and
four restaurants are in the run-
ning.

Farmington Downtown Devel-
opment Authority has listed four
restaurants that want Jicensca to
gell wine and beer with meala,
The DDA ranked each establiah-
ment and made a recommenda-
tion to Farmington City Council
for approval.

City council has planned
hearing 8 p.m. Monday, April 7,
at city hall. L

The city wants applications
approved and ready to go to the
atate Liquor Control Commis-
sion, which will grant 50 licenses

ide to in DD.

The DDA believes one ar two
Parmington busincases could get
tavern or Clasa C licenses.

Liquor licanses are granted on
thae baais of population, which
means older cities that are
already built up typleally do not
receive now permita,

. Doris Lavill has her fingers
crossed. She wants to offer din-
ner at her popular restaurant,
which serves lunch and *high
tea.”

“We're conducting a survey
and right now it's running 96
percent of people who say they'd
love to come to dinner,” Lovill
said, “but they anid it’s alao
important to be ablc to select
something from the wine list."

Luigi's folks are excited by the

Jistricts in cities with popula-
tions 60,000 or less.

ulgi'a restaurant on Farming-
ton Road, south of Grand River;
is first in line, according to the
DDA.
Mra. Lovill's Ten Cozy on
Grand River ia No. 2 on the list
followed by Dimitri'a en Grand
River and Thai Kitchen in the
Village Commona.

P of putting the wine with
dine.

=“Wo hopo it will bring more
peopla into Farmington in gener-
al,” said Jim MeNulty, chef at
the Italian catery. “We think we
havo got a great restaurant hore,

*It kind of goea hand and
hand: Italinn food and wine.”

The DDA hoard fivst consid-
ored whether the applicants mot
the atate guidelines for the spe-
cial liquor licenses: 60 pereent of

their salea had to be in food; and
that thoy are open 10 hours a
day and five days a week.

Other things considered were
volumo of customers and
whether the busincases had
applicd for liquor licenses in the

ast.

P Luigi’s has nttempted to get a
liquor license since it opened two
years ago. Ranking restaurants
to receivo a coveted liquor licens.
es was not easy, city officials
Baid.

“That's difficult to do,” City
Manager Frank Lauhoff said.
“Wo have a couple of downtown
restaurants that are high draws.
1t’s o judgment decision.”

City officials would lke to sec
the state Logislature renow the
nct next year, too.

' Farmington officials wouldn’t
mind if the act waa modified so
older cities could offer o liquor
licenses to entice now business-
o8,

Many restaurants are interest-
ed in opening downtown, but the
Iack of a }iquor license is o stum-
bling block, Lauhofr said.

*Older downtawna need holp,”
Lauhoff said. *This io a proven
‘way to stimulata downtowns.”
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