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FRANK PROVENZANO

Susanne Hilberry
shows art that
can’t be ignored

rt galleriea ofton wonder if the

posteard they send with images

of a new exhibit will persuade
people to come see their Iatest ahow,
At the Susanne Hilberry Gallery in
Birmingham, they wonder if their
announcement will even make it past
post office inspectors,

Some might call tho gallery’s poat~
card bawdy, obscene or scandalous,
With the jmago of a risque transsexu-
al boasting a revealing — albeit slight.
ly modified ~ birthday suit, the
Hilberry’s announcement o!‘ LA pho-

‘What: Catherine Catherina Opie's
Opie Phatographs exhibit shook up
When: through quite a few peo-
Tuesday, April 26, ple, right?
Where: Susanne Actually, hardly

Hifbeery Gollory, anyone noticed.

555 §. Woodward, “Art ia so
Birmingham, Howrs | ignored these
ore Tuosday days,” said Joyce
fme uidoy, %é;; ;n Brienza, who
0 6 pm,, assists Hilberry
28230 at tho South
wa:
Gallery. “I don't know what it would
e to cause a controvorsy”

From cross-dressing NBA players to
body piercing high-achool kids, tho
boundaries that once defined gender
and nesthotics aro'being rubbed away
or covered by tattoos, Call it an
expression of freedom, post mod-
ernism, eclecticism or any other ism.

Regardless, it's getting more diffi-
cult to recognize the difference
between sheer hedoniam, an honest
individual statemeant, a derivative
work of art or authentic artistic
expression, Hilberry, for one, belioves
that it’s time for n community discus-
sion on issues typically discussed on
MTV rather than in mainstream aub-
urbia.

‘Through April 26, with Opie's lund
photos of u-nnnnuuala and opulent
imagea of Beverly Hills mansions,
Hilberry hopes to further a discussion
about sexuality, prejudice and deca-
dence. The irony, of eouras, is that the
exhibit doesn’t make it clear where to
draw the lina on what ia socially
acceptablo or perverso,

*“I don't expect people to love what
we show, but [ do want people to
hecome comfortable with locking ot
art,” said Hilberry, whose soft voica
shouldn’t be taken for mdeclmvenena

Exploraﬂon beyond
appearances

For more than 20 years, Hilborry
haa built a reputation for brirging
engaging exhibits to the area. She
takes pride in not following the latest
trend, or showing only art that has a
good chanco of gelling. Few other local
golleries exist according to the credo,
"Art for art’s sake.”

Of course, all of Hilberry’s talk
gbout “art™ and the need to challenge
audiences can sound too serious for
those who mistako watching Jenny
Jones with a community discussion.
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Best- elling mystery writer takes on Bntash-Irzsh Feud

Hot Property. Mundy Hepbum worked with glasa, neon gas and rope to create thw
glowing 86 by 36 by 48~mch piece titled ‘T[otsam and Jetsam IL”

2sth annual Intemational Glass Invitatlonal -

‘What: An oxhibltion of contemporary st
Glo glazs by 100 artlsta from amund tha
world. Meat more than 25 of the arilits
durlng the Grand Opening 8 g.m,
Saturday, April 8.

Whers: Hetiotat Galieles, 7 Rorth
Saginaw In Pontiac. Call (810) 333
2000,

Wihvea: Aprll 6 to Moy 4. Hours ora 13
8.m. 0 6 p.m. Tuosdzy through Saturday,
002 100 80 B Pum.

Related Evonts: In honor uf the $7th
annual Mickigen Glaxs Month tn Aprl,
dazens of exhibitions and actnvitios will
take pince in citlns from Birmingham to
Mutkegon, Here's a guldo 10 u fow of tha
evants: i

B itallan gloss artist Luclo Bubbaco, an
exhibitor by the Intemational; wiil give
gloss blowing demonstrationy slong
with Albert Young beéginning al noon
Saturday, Apat 5, at the Michigen Hot
Glass Workshup, 29 Wost Lawrenza fn
Pontlac, For more information, coll
Young ot {810) 338-3455.

B A botanical glasa scufpting workshop
with Frecenck Birkhi0 and Shana Foro
1okes place Aprlt 4-6 at the University |
of Michigun Desrdorn, Cal Richard
Potts for information (313) 593-5374.

M Alzo 5t U-M Dectbom (s 60 sxhibit (eo
uring the glass collection of
Bloomnald Hills artlst Patricla Hilt
Burnett in the Alfred Barkowitz Gallary
on compus, Oponing recoption 5:30-7

. pm. Fridsy Aprl 4, {313) 593.5087.

B Anclent Giass: The Booutiful Logacy™
Apiil 5 to Moy 4 ot the Donna Jacobs
Gotlery, LTD, 674 North Woodward,
Dirmingham, (810) $40-1600.
Reception 25 p.m. Soturday Aprll 5;
Sgoclal Oparing 1-4 p.m. Sundry Apsil
6.

1 Stnn Megdolt of West Bloomfiold Is
one of sevaral glasa ortists exhibiting
wrork ip 8 show thiod “Products of the
*Glory Hole® at tha Atrlum Gallery, 108
Nocth Centar in Northvlile. Cail (810)
349-4131. The cxhibit, continuing
1Etough Aptll, consists of glass bowls,
vases, plotters, goblets, perfums bot.

tles, sculptural figures, papar welghts, '

ond globes.
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STAFF WRMTER

unopened in a cellar-like storage
area waiting to roveal their glitter-
ing glass trensures in the annual
International Glass Invitational April 5 to
May 4 at Habatat Galleries.
For 26 ycars Habatat Galleries has doc-
umented the studio glass movement by

D’omm of wooden shipping crates sat

- showcasing the best sculptural works and

objects being made by contemporary
artists. On a recent visit to the Pontinc
g'ullcry. Fnrdmund Hampson, fuunder of

L3¢ 1 Glass
a nostalgic look back at the largest, oldest
‘and most celobrated exhibition of its kind,
und tho studio movement which upnwncd

"9‘,0 béen an uphm struggle gcmng u:e
o3 a fine art
said Hom pmn, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent. “We still havo to overcome enormous
projudlccs by artists who feel casting in
hronzo is important, but casting in glass
is not. Every yeor the International exhi-

" bition proves that the art world is becom-

ing more open to using glass as an art
material.”

Hampson rarely thinks about the past
becausoe of his enthusinsm for the future
and the promise of new works to come
{rom artists expcnmentmg with tho medi.
um,

Thirty of the nrtula are new to the 1997
exhibition and eo is their work. Hampson
discovered 10 of the artists during two .
visits to Czechoslovakia late last year. He
is excited about the possibilitics of finding
gven more new artists for the
I 1 “beeauso ies like
Czechoslovakin are opening up behind the
Iron Curtain and names are more avail-
ablo now."

*We makeo chungu avery year to main-
tain the excitement,” said Hampson, pres-
ident of Habatat Galleries {n Chicago,
Boca Raton, Florida and Aspen, Colorado.
“The new Czechoslovakian artists inter-
pret glass slightly differently from the
rest of the world, Thoy typically use cast-
ing processcs md are inspired by
Czechoslovakion Cubism, a nmng move-
ment that never got the rcoognm

Duo to the size of this yea's show.
Hampson has rented tho 7th House night-
club across the hall from Habatat
Galleries for the month of April, From &
fow gloss objects made by a dozen
American artists, tho exhibition has
grown to 700 warks highlighted by 600
spotlighta,

Glass working techniques of slumping,
casting, fusing, and lamp warking used by
artists in 1997 were unheard of 26 years
ago. Today, many of tho exhibiting artiats

—Boo GLASS, C2

JohnGrisham's “The Partner®

Publishing Group, is listed as tho area's
fifth best soller, behind pemnniul kxp—groaulng authoy

“Anoo Parry

With a charmingly gentcel
British accent, and a glint in
her oyo, author Anne Perry
talks with irrepressible
ploasure about the erime
nt begins her latost novel,
“Ashworth Hall”
It's the samoe lively joy she
shows for hor rocently
planted bluebells on hor
sprawling grounds in the
northeast highlands of
Scotland.

Perry visited Bordera' Book Shop in B!rmmxlmm
‘Tueaday as part of her two-month U.S, book-signing
tour, Currently, “Ashworth Hal)," published by The

Sinco her first published novel in 1979, Perry has
attracted o growing number of loyal readers, said
Larry Wronn, who managea the mystery fiction sce-
tion at Borders, "All of her books — hard cover and
paperbacks — sell well and consistently,” he said.

With tho-mystery genre generating the largest
sharo of the tiction market, Perry is omorging a8 a
top-ten sclling author, not in the class of Gricham or
Michacl Crichton, but approaching the ranks of Suo
Grafton and Sarah Paretsky, said Wrona.

In *Ashworth Hall,” Porry displays the typo of sto-
rytelling \nrtuamy that hos oarned her a nominafion
for this yoar's preatigious Edgar Award, named in
honor of Edgar Allan Foo and prerented cnch May (n
the top mystury wnwn

British military presence in Northern Ireland.

“It’s unfortunately common for people to find
themselves with an inherited onemy so old and so
deep that thoy don't remomber where the hatred

started,” sald Porry,

Depending on perspective, the armed British pres:
once in Ireland hl\n been cnlled an “invited presence”
g polemics, Perry is con-

or an

Sco WHRITER, C2

Set amid a great country cstate outsido of London,
Perry's 24th novel features eorial characters Thomas
Pitt and his wife, Charlotte. The Pitts have been pro-
tagonists in 17 of Perry's Victorian-ogo novels. This
time, howover, the Pitts’ odyssey transcends the
stuffy mannors of the Victoria era, In “Ashworth
Hall," Perry takes readers into thie heart of ono of
meodorn history’s most Iunglnuting bitter feuds: the
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