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Post it: Customers like the looks,
operation at downtown Farming-
ton’s new post office, which
opened Monday. /A2

Healthy view: Leaders of the
Farmington Family YMCA take a
look at the future. /B1 :

Hawks fall: Farmington Harrison’s
baseball game with Walled Lake
Western was a battle for first
place — it was never close./C1

Sounds of summer: Aﬁer a lack-
luster 1996 summer concert sea-
son, the lineups at a host of area
venues, including Pine Knob and
Meadow Brook, show promise./E1

Be good: You can be a good guy
real estate transactions, whether
you're the buyer or the seller, /F1
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Customeérs file 21
cbmplamts after
antique shop closes

LARBY O'CONNOR

“Irato customers cf a Fnrmlngmn antique nom Lhnt
osed e to call F:

police,

: Mum than 21 people have contacted polico over the
closing of Hickory Hill Antiques on Grand River, said
Michael Wiggins, deputy director. No charges have
been filed.

Many complmnu are from peoplo who had antiques
items on one caso g
$4,000 worth of heirlooma that are missing.

Police said a man identified as the owner hadn't
been at the shop alnce the end of March. A woman
was running the store up until late last weck when
polico got reports that the atore had been ‘closed.”

A Farmington Hills man told police he brought an
antiquo chair worth $200 into the store to be sold. A
woman running the place at the time told him he
would have a check by the middle or end of April. As
of Monday, he hadn't received his money.

*“I guess I'm fortunate it was cnly a c‘ha{r, said Jim
Robinson, Farmington Hills resident.

A Livonia woman told police sho pnid $334 for an
antique dresser, but found the ahop closed when sho

went to plckit up Saturday,
“This isn't standard operating procedure for a busis
nesa that daues,' Wigginu said,
1 28 well as y valuo is involved

A Walled Lake man told police he brought an 1800[
vintage chair into Hickory Hill Antiques to bo
repaired in Soptember,

He kopt calling for six montbs, but the chair was not
being repaired.

“Ho kept saying, ‘Wo have a guy, but wo just haver't

got to it,” said John L. Fitzpatrick, who filed a com:
p!umt with the Fnrm(ngwn poUce *I'wont to go got it ,

.I'mouta

The chair is vnluod at SSUD. but monoy's not an

~

issuo: The antique chair was given to the Fitzpatrick -

by his father, ho said.

“It was more sentimental valus, . .Wo used that fur-
niture all the time. I have thoso memorica from the
holidays. 1 fecl aad about it and betrayed.”

A woman running the shop told the man to brlng in
a photo of tha chalr to passibly match it with items in
storngo. F:tzpuh-icx had alao brought in a piece from a
matching chair to the nhcp to help find a similar miss-
iny part, Ao ho is missing two of ajfour-chair sct.

Farmington police have takon 21 complaints and

]on to presont them to the Oakland County prosceu-
tor on Thursday to decido if charges will bo filed.

*They may havo to look at each coso individually to
oeo if it'g criminal or civil,” Wiggine eaid. “Wo'l find
out.” «

Tho man confirmed by polico g '.he owner could not
Lo reached for comment.
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Poles apienty: The
Jannual Farmington
Fishing.Derby draws
a crowd to this bend
in Shicwassee Park
Saturday, at right.
Below,Brad
Pawluwskz, 2, is
pacified with his
perch at the shore.

/¢

B! LARRY O'Com(on

The trout didn't stand a chance when pitted
ogainst the guile and cunning of anglers at the
third annual Farmington Fishiog Derby.

Saturdny’s event drow more than 300 partic-

Park whee they'tried to land some 600 trout
planted a day earlier in the Rouge tributary.

Anglors used the latest in rods and rocls to a

. plain atick with thick groen string ottached to

land their catch of the day. Trout were snap-
ping at cdrn, worms, salmon oggs and various
lures and flies,

An estimated 300-400 trout, ranging 12 to 16
inches in size, were caught.

“Thoy bit botter and faster than in provious
years,” said Joo Derck, naturaliast with the
Farmington Hills Parks and Recreation

. Dopartmeont that co-sponsors the event with

ipants — young and old alike -~ tg Shinwassee

Anglers rout stream’s trout

thn City annrmtugw
e popular event commences wn.h the stort

. of trout geason statowide,

Orgnmzara didn't intend the ovunt toboa
{n tha park for aportsmen but rather a

fumily affair, Children fished with moms and
dads and grandparenta,

. Participants were limited to three ﬁh each
or nine fish per family,

“It'a on the honor system,” Derek amd.

Children were to have first crack at the
school of trout, but n fow aduita dropped their
lines in the water shead of tho kids; Derek
said: Such erassness had turned the naturalist
into a fish detective Fridoy night before the
evont. Derek caught a man who was fishing in
the dork and had already pouched a mupln of’
trout.

“] surprised him; I camo out from behind a
tree,” Derck said, “He put both fish back inte
the river.” ,

Olde Town’s spirit growth
unique to Hills’ mix of subs

“Wu dant waut someono to take a shortcut too
fast-ond run inm one af thoss trees,” says Dalo

*Editor’s Note: This is our
sccond in a gerics focusing on
the development of the south-
east corner of Farmington'
Hills, called Olde Town.
Today, we look at how this
community differs from the
rest of the city,

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BIAFF WRITEN

of & young city, Olde Town la
an area of interesting contra~
dictions.

Even 15 years ngo, most of the streots in Sec-
tion 36, bordered by Middlebelt, Inkster, Eight
Milo and Nino Mile, wera dirt. Thero aro'still 4
fow remaining dirt ronds.

Perbaps the most unusual is tiny Pearl Street,
& short worth-to-south block between Fight Mile
and Geond River, It hos bean kopt that way, an
much for safety oa for neathetics.

As one of the oldest sectiona

) ﬁﬂﬂ Proro "D"Mm
Bonched ALtlUlSl Massie Kurzeja sits on
a city bench at Grand River and Rock-
well, It was the site of the Topps Motel
— torn down when the city bought the
land aﬂg:r neighborhood complaints.
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dispute
Hills’

BY WILUMI COVI‘ANT

Tho Fnrmington Hills Clty
Council put off o decision to
spend $1.8 million for a now
computer system Monday
after claima that the bidding
process was flawed.

City Manager Dan.Hobbs asked that an
sgenda ftom to consider awarding n contract of
$1,320,740 to Graycon Services, Inc. be delayed
until the May 12 meoting and the city mum:ul
aj

But Mnyor Aldo Vagnozzi said that since two'
people had come to the meoting to speak on the'
item, they should be allowed to do so during the
public comment portion of the meoting.

Their claims concerning the bidding proocu
got the city attorney’s attention and some stern
rebukes from city officials.

Mike Grieves, president and CEO of Dats
Systems Network of Farmington Hills, Inc.,
said he bolicved the low bid price had bnun
*manipulated.”

“The process
Grievea anid.

“A wrong decmon now wnll cost lots of mnney
later, as well aa time,” ho said. “It wasn't wen
_ dressed up to look Jike it was fair.”

Powr Molnar of Midwest Buamen Syalems

thfiold snid the t had only;
returned one of his 10 phone calls and he cnuld
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PG-13 play "
‘too risque
for few

By LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

hae been serfously ﬂuwed, ]

A North Farmington High pruductinn ofa
play whera a boy finds home is in the heart
made the blood pressure riso among a fow uudh
ence members.

Virgil and Lois Thill of Farmington Hills suw
the performance of “Pippin” and judged it —
particularly the dancing — as being risque.

“I thought it was a little raunchy,” said Vir-
gil, who wrote a letter to the Farmington
Observer *There wero actually simulated sex
acts”

North Farmington High office ficlded a cou-
ple of phane calls after “Pippin” April 17-18. <.

School officiala took precautions to warn peo:
ple nbout the mature subject content, putting a
PG-13 rating on the production. The Thills;
who weren't aware of the rating, wero shocked.-

“Whether I knew it or not, I don't feel hlgh
‘achoot i8 a place for it,” Virgil said.

Added wifo Lois: “It was a little more !hnn
PG-18: It was mayhe ‘R
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Farmington's
Olds Town

S, '
Countogan, i ‘
the city'a o
Baer "% | AN LT

“Those N
troos” ho
rafers to nre
the mature
hardwoods
that stand
right in the
mlddlu of tho

A] though
roada are paved, Olde Town haa retained a mix n(
waod frame and brick houses on rodest lots,
apartments and small trailer parks.

One ono strect, you con see an older house, n
traller park, and a new house, -

It is an aren that hos been improved with some;
nower housing, meney for housing rehublhtnlwn,
and a multi-million doliar facelift of its Geand'
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