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plesa can AID0044TIS,

want to ask
John Engler?

Wa were scheduled to mtcrvxaw Gov. John
Engler May 1, but were pushed back because
of his travel achedule. So, those of you who
submitted questiona for the interview won't
find the answors in today’s issue, as promised.

But, we bavn o new sppointment in Lansing
May 8, and we're still going to ask tho gover-
nor your questions.

a/nu to the dozons who have nlrem?
responded, Those of you who missed the deas
lino can still participata by aubmmmg a ques-
tion for the governor b{ 5 p.m., May 8. Bo
aure your namo and city of roaidence are
included. We will not ask anonymous ques-
tiona. We'll take your questions by:

oFax ~(810) 644-1314
10) 9012568

#E-mail - obrienm@oeonline.com

*Mail — Obsarver &, Eccentric, 806 E.
Maple, Birmingham, 48

Look for the governor’s responses May 11.

Stepping forward Leadersth Oak-
land is calling for anyone inter-
ested in learning what it takes to
be a leader to investigate oppor-
tunities to join the next class./A8

Cinco de May Celebrate Mezico’s
independence from the French at
local restaurants, or plan your

own flavorful fiésta:/BL"
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Blg impmemem. Mike Kane stunds in

arm rmmnu'wu [ =
front of th.e Enterprise Rent-A-Car building on
Grand River, where it’s a good fit with the neighborhood in an arca he sees as under
served Enterpnse has planas for another site in Farmmgtan Hills.

Building on history

Olde Town’s future: Facing obstacles with spirit

center
siated

qu.!.MnlCOUrANT
BYAPP WRITER ot

A planned shopping conter and:
residentinl development jn one of
Farmington Hills busicst arcas
could add tax base and lnfmstrucv
ture improvements. et

The proposal would m:ludu a
supor Kmart and several upncﬂlu
retail storea in a commercinl contor!
on 43 acres as well as approximately,
172 single-family attached condo-

ini with g or
mately 400 upnrtmnnt units on !.ho
other 33 acres between Orchard
Lake, 14 Mile and Nnrthweutcm
nghwny.

Thoe development would comhina
other property with property already’
owned by the company making the
proposal, Malan Realty Investors,
Inc, The company owns and man<

Editor's note: This is' the third
and final inatallment in our serice
of stories on the

Smith has been in the hotel and restaurant busi-
nods | for 26 years und had worked at theo historie
Hotel in P h before buying the Inn.

| F nrmmg!au Hills - Olde Town.
B W C Couranr

thun any other part of tho city
- perhnps. deponds on its t:mntmnnt
of the past,.-

Public and.private mnnly have

avitalize the husi;
novﬁltt md

ness dm Tict,

ing and build-new housea. - .
_Perliapa Creon Smith, owner of the hmcorlc Bnl.s~

fard Inn on Grupd mver, can uppmmta the chnuxca

moro than most.

* 4I've always liked the Botsford Inn,” unyu Smith, -

who bought it from John Anhut in 1993, I liko Amer-

corner of

becn used in this decade more’

v hous- 3 3. “BUt !

But there were cbatacles, The Inn had been up for
-'sale for soven years,
“Do’ you know what that does ta'a business?” ho

d ) says. "And you had a junky, boarded up car dealer-
’l‘hu future of Olde Tuwn, mors

ship across the street. There were no street lights —
an Grand River!”

And when he did rescarch, Smith found that the
Botaford Inn, which had beon valued at one time at
$3 5 mi!lion. was worth $750,000, hnlfaftho price he

I huve no ta_nbout buying the busi inces,”
c‘x""'imd oﬂlxt.'x"! vnrim&nlemo

buy it. You ubuuld never buyn bnmnean bccnun you'
lovg it. But I did,

Smith worked for a ynnr ot the lnd befare buying it,
and became aware of the affection residents had for
tho landmark.

He bought it and began work on restanng it while

ages the Kmart shopping center on
Orchard Lake, which would be purl.
of the new development.

“Wo think it is a good proposal;
conmstent with the concept for the
area,” said Malan attorney Larry
Lichtman, tho former mayor of
Fnrmington Hills,

Malun applied for 2 planned unit
development on April 18 that will bo
presonted to tho Farmington Hills
Planning Cnmmisnian at its May 22
meeting,

The plan is in kncplng with the

» [r1096-cityr Inntd user Master -Plan for——
...the orea; But the dova!opqr is mak-
ing its caso to residents in the area

. ahead of time.
“We've met with the cxty adminis-
tration,” Lichtman. And wea'va
" scheduled other mectings with reai-
dent groups. Our feeling is that it's

Schools hope for
earful Wednesday

BY LARRY O°CONXOR
BTAYY WRITER

Farmington Public Scheol officials want to leave
Wednesday's public hearing vrith an carful of opin-
ions rather than the sound of silence.

“Election Roflection” takes place 7 p.m. in the
William Costick Centor, 11 Mile Road, east of Mid-
dlcbelt. The Rev. Mark Jonsen of North Congrega-
tional Church and Rhonda Emwn, o counsclor at

Onkland C ity College, the dis-
cussion on the district's l'mled 5110 million bond
request,

District officials are cnnduchng tho henﬂna as

_ the void left by an notique store,

- Northville {a buying the building at

.icqnhh: ry

Plenso sco OLDE TOWN, A4

Iy

Please sec KMART, A2

New owner

Art appreciation

to fill closed
shop for
antiques

."A now oporation is ready. to fill

which abruptly closed two woeks

ago and loft aeveral disgruntled cua-

tomera and deplors behind.
Knightabridge - Antiques of

32315 Grand River and cxpects to
open by June. *

Ownors Brues and Linda McKen-
zio aro axcned by tho prospect of
to the spot that was a

well na focus groups
voters turned down the bond propounl Mnrch 25
and seck suggestions on how to proceed: Another
election in not expected until late Septembor, offi-
<ials said.

*If thero are certain hot-button things, wa need to
know nbout it,” anid Bob Moxfleld, superintendent.
“If there was something (about the bond proposal)
thay could not accept, wo noed to know. that too.”

Orgnnlzcrs chose a noutral sotting and lmparunl

in order to go a

opiniona.
Jensen, who also serves ns president of the Inter-

and Brown

pnpulnr destination for antiques
shoppers,

*It was a successful mall; It was
just a problem with the manage-
ment,” snid Bruco, whose antique
mall on Sovun Mile Road will
remain open, “It's a greot plucc.
Peoplolova it -

The McKenzios are huying the
building from the curront owner,
who hed been renting the facility to
the owner of Hickory Hill Antiques,

Wark In progross: Jcnn;fer Burstein, fourth
stripes) takes a close

o a® s e

b1

ook at Farmington

rader. at Forest Elementary (ccnter with
reist Club painter Pat Langner as other clas
mates gather around to watch the demonstration at the William Costick Center Tues- -
day. Some 900 students {fourth and fifth graders) went to watch artists in action. For -
more pho!os, plcaae turn to Page A3. .

wore not

agency Council of Farmington/Farmington Hills, — Ploaso soo ANTIQUES, AZ
have c.hﬂdmn in tho pubhc schonh, hu'.L .
I ‘ . n i
mitteo that recommundcd the district seok a bund Toy gun Is no fun Doputy Chief Peta Baldwin welcomed tho 30-

isgue.

“They’re good pmpln to do that,” Muﬁu]d sald, "

. Their job is not to lot vno group dominate it but
to try to encourage on open dialogue.”

A couple of the town hall meotings bofore the
March 25 election dogenerated into shouting match-
es betweon pro- and antl-bond supporters,

Tho district mailed 400 letiera to pooplo inviting
them to attend and announced the hearing in ita
Update ncwsletter, Focua groups arc planned for

-1 Monday and Thursday with people, some of whom

who've been identifled as votmg for thoe millage
rencwal but not tho bond.

Yenh

A couple of Farmingtan teons wting a my gun
aa a joko found polico don't have a senaec of
humor in such mattors.

At 8 p.m, Thursday, Farmington police 'were
called to Farmington Road and State Stroot
after a resident spotted a teenage boy carrying
what appeared to be a gun in tho saistband of
his pants,

‘The officer confronted two teens, ages 156 and
14, and loid them to place their hands on the
patrol car, Ho told the pair tho matched the
degeription of two teens carrying n handgun.

Tho 16-year-ald admitted ho liad a toy gun in

The schon! board has nlso 1 tn w
isnf;g p.m. Mondzy, May 12, to discuss-thoss find-

A ~ N Y

his wniatbnnd as a Joke, Polics confiscoted the
toy and took both home to their parentn.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

*(The cﬂ"wr) had information it was a gun ,
not n toy gun,” said Maria Putt, commandor.

Tho plastic gun was placed into police propes-
ty and wnll later bo destroyed. No charges will be
filed:

No poles here

Farmington Hills Fire Station No. 2 hasted n
¢ity council mnet\ng Wednesday night that
oanded the city's scries of on-the-rond councll
mectinga.

35 visitars to tho squad room; “Most of our visi-
tars are usunlly very small. It's good to have vii
tors,” ho said.

Baldwin roted that visitors often nre surprined ¢
not to find any fire poles, which fircfightors ancg.
used to slide down from their homie quarters Zu 7
the firo engines,

“Has anyonoe hore slid down n fire pole,” unkcd
Mayor Aldo Vngnozzi When nobody nnawcrcd
he said, "I did."”

A voice frum the nu(linnw qulppud “\Ya
noticed,”

Later, Buldwln was asked about CPR clusscu,
“If you can geb 18 people together, wo'll huld o'+
cldss,” he anid. He con be renched at 653-0740. -

LR ’ 1.




