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._book “The Dark Side of -

BOOKS

1st novel a SW1mm1ng success

BY FIMNK PROVENZANO

Sw:mmmg acroas the Hudson
River to find spiritual refuge
along the qu_:lorloy shnru

orthodox Jow-
ish parents.
Growing up,
they oftan won-
dored nbout
their b

might be ph
butas a hwrary metaphor for a
first novel, readers can only won-
dor: “Jorscy?” It sure ain’t the
glorious northern Crlifornia
hills. Not oven the open Toxan
frontier,

Yot Ann Arbor's Joshus
Honkin has appropriately found
tho coming-of-age metaphor for
all these who once found wisdom
in the land that inspired Spring-
atecn’s anthema “Born to Run®
and “Thunder Road.”

Honkin’s “Swimming Across
the Hudson" offers plenty of evi-
donce that he's made it through
initiation as o first-time novelist.
And by moat accounts, the road
ahend oppears bright.

‘Typically, in firat noveln, writ.
ors feol compelled to writ> sto.
ries about the search for ideati.
ty. Apparontly, the freedom of
dungllnx in lhn merary ocean

purontu. And
like most ado-
leaconts
soarching fot
individuality,
.they created identities of thoir'
own modeled after celebrities,

Henkin' writes: “We knaw the
warda to all of Springsteen's
songs, We cut out articlea about
him. He was from New Jersey,
where everyone had sex, We
couldn’t imagine he had any
tules at all, or that he even had
paronts. , .. We aet in the living
room listening to him, staring
across tho Hudsos at New Jer-
soy. We'll swim thero.

Now both in thair 308 with
Ben living with hia girlfriend
and Jonathan with his
boyfriend, the adoleacent refuge
of living life as a song proves to
be inadequate. Ben secks real

us dly, his birth

doe; us,

the life mﬂofquudoxu. such as;

Who am I? What is my past? Do
I have anything to say?

Henkin doesn't fail to mest

thoae challengoa, In Ben

Su.skind the carly 30a male pro-

mother contacts him. Before
long, Ben is searching relentless-
ly through family records to dis-
cover hia real identity. Along the
way, ho comes across the liea
told by well-intentioned people.

Ev 1ly, Ben df that

Henkin faith,
sexuality and the source of God's
dovilish wit — family,

Ben and his - brother,
Jonathan, were adopted by

families ore paradoxical: a place
to scck comfort, and a world of
enxiety and unmet expectations.
He writes; “You love your family;
you stand on the picket line for

BOOK HAPPENINGS

tho rest of the world.”

"Most impressively, Henkin's
prose ia clear and well-manured.
His ability to dovelop a scons
through implication shows aigns
of a writer coming into his own.
While hh intelloctuat depth nnd

are
his undoncy to fade into the dis-
tance of objoctivity can appoar
hollow,

It seoma that Henkin has cho-
son miore of an intelloctuat
drama than a emotional ride
through the morasa of memories
and feelings. For instance, ho's
more likely to explain intellectu-
al habita (a father who reads the
Times-Literary Supplement, and
a mother who reads The New
Yorker) than reveal a charactor's
_Idiosyncratic behnvicr and emo-
“tional lani

Yet this is hud.ly serious criti-
clsm. Again and Aga!n, Henkin
proves that he has oll the tools
to take on major themes. And so,

too, have reviewors. For the
most sart, “Swimming Acroas
the Hudwn has been reviowed
favorably in Publishers Weekly,
Tho Washington Poat, Tho LA
Times, Chicngo Tribute and The
New York Times Book Raview,

Like others of hia goneration,
Henkin proves that it's time to
move on from a self-induced pro-
tracted adoloscence. Find
answers to tough queations, Per-
haps with questions of identity
out of the way, it might be time
to bo comfortable with who you
are.

Book Hoppenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstores. Send news lcads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, Inc.,
36261 Sehooleraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them to (313) §91-
7279.

BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM)
Book sligning for winners of the
Borders-Groves Oakland County
Wrlting Contest. Groves foransics
students will perform the winning
entries, publication of entries
“Borderlines” wlll be avallable for
sale, 4 p.m., Sunday, May 4;
young aduit author Neal

.. Shusterman discusses his new

Nowhere,” 7 p.m. Wednesday,
May 7 at the store, 31160 ,
Southfield Road, Eltmlngnam
(810)844-1515. e
BARNES & NOBLE (nolmmuz)
Wild Thing, Maurice Sendak's lov-
able beast In the Children’s
Oepartment, 1 and 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 4; “Angel
Acrostics,” author Terri Hixsan
will be autographing her Inspira-
tional book, Tp.m, Tuezday, May
6; thanks to all moms, a story
time dedicated to stories about

wflllnm K enzlo

moms and grandmas, 11 a.m.
Saturday, May 10 at the store
1711 Hoggerly Road, 810-348-
0898.

BARNES AND NOBLE BOOK-

BSELLERS (WEST BLOOMFIELD)
Holocaust Center Book Falr, 1-8
p.m. Sunday, May 4; réeding of
Sylvla Long’s Hush Little Baby” in
tribute to Mom, 10 8.m. Monday,
May 5 and 7 p.m, Tuesday, May
6; Rabble Debra Orenstalin dis-
cusses “Jewlsh Views of
Intimacy* sponsored by the
Agency for Jewlsh Education, 7
p.m, Monday, May 5; at the
store, 8B00 Orchard Lake Road,
We st Bloomfleld, (810) 626-

IN(LIVONIA)

[&gn his new *
Father Koeslor mystery *The Man
Whe Loved God,” 7.8 p.m. Friday,
May 9;.*An Evsning of Romance,”
featuring rom snce writers Shelly
Thacker, Samontha Kingstey,
Anna Eomes and Jeanne Savery
8:30-8p.m, Fridcy, May 16 at the
store, 19043 Middletelt, Livonla,
8104714742, .

AUTHOR'S LECTURE SERIES
Sports columnist Mitch Albom
will speak as part of the
Southfield Culture Arts Divislon of

Parks and

program, at the DoubleTree Guest
Sultes, 28100 Franklin, 12:25
p.m, Sunday, May 18. Tickets $5.
For Informatton, call 810-424-

9022,
BORDERS BOOKS AND MUSIC
(DEARBORN)

Edward J. Conley will ﬂlacuss and
slgn hls book “American
Exhausted: Breskthrough
Treatment of Fallgue and Chronic
Fatlgue Syndrome,” 7:30 p.m,
Wednesday, May 7; Peter Tork of
the Monkees and musician James
Lee Stantey for a Listening Lunch
Box of Monkeemanla noon
Tuesdey, May 8; at the store,
§601 Mercury Dr., Dearborn.
( 313) 271-4441 .

B K LECTURE
-’ '"'Jdumhlrl W:'Hector Fellélono wilt

spank on “The Looting of Art by
the Nazis in France,” Thursday,
May 15, tickets $6, at the
Cranbrock Museum, 1221 North
Woodward Ave,, Bloomfield Hlils,
810-845-3312.
FENG SHUL
Feng Shuil expert Dennls Falrchlld
speaks at the Marcotte Room at
the Southfietd Public Ubrary, 6:30
pm. Wednesday, May 7. Tickets
on seie at the library ara $10 in
' advance, $15 at the door. For

call {810)846-0470,
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