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Light/Green Light,” or the pain
of a littlo African-Amorican girl
asking {f ehe has “bad hair”
bocausa it's a differont toxture
than what'a popularly considered
“beautiful hair,”

“It's a longstanding ‘groit’ tra-
dition to tell about our cultural
past,” sald Fair, reforring to the
African oral storytelling cuatom,
“I just want to bring people back
to a place whero thuy were as
kids'~ o safer place.”

As an African-American, going
back in history to find a secure
hamlat ultimately leads to cone
fronting unsottling isaues of race
and oppression, It was no differ-
ent for Fair.

In Merch of 1996 Fair was
sclected to participate in the

“Tight Pack Figure Casting”

oxhibit to be created for the
nowly conatructed Museum of
African-Amorican History in
Detroit, For about a month, she
assisted Detroit artists Donald
Callowny and Lavern Homan in
crenting 50 life-size molde of

the inhumane tranaport of
Africans, who wore shackled o
‘human cargo hound for America.
Thoe sculpture consista of casta
mado from local African-Ameri-
can students, ages cight to 17,
intludmg Fairs son, 8tephen, a

enslaved Africans.
All ortists wore commissioned
by Sculptural Basis of Sante Fe,
. The musoum and exhibit
opunud to popular and critical
acclaim in mid April. .
The full- body casta are part of
the muaaum 8 uighbpurt "l‘:mo—
lino of A

d High student, |,

“It was haunting to see, and
roalize that the avorage nge w:
183 for enslaved children,” nid
Valerie Fair. “We know what we
wero doing wiian we were assem.
bling the pisce, but tho impact
waan’t thore until I saw it com-
plated and lqntnl}od (at the

ry” core oxlnblt which depieu
African tribol memories-to the
modern-day struggle for empow-
orment, “Tight Pack” describes

Conversations r...c.

While it only took about three
hours for a body cast ta be mado,
Stephen Fair said the experience
has given him a tangible link to

an {nfamous ovent of Amorican
history. “My 16-year-ald body is
cast forevor in permanent plas.
ter,” he said. “It's opened mo up
to being o part of history,”

Artistic vision

A soamatresa'by trade, painter
by choice and artist by inatinct,
the soft.spoken Fair has no
regreta that her role o8 8 mother
came bofore hor personal ambi-
tion as an artist. “You can live
artigtically even if you'ro not pro-
ducing art,” she said.

Even today, she's a bit reluc-
tant ebout drawing attention to
her work. She doosn't refer to
abstract expianations, just a
driving principle: if we don't pass
along our traditiona, sho snid,

. talka about her art in & hushed

“Whon I logk at what sh
doing now, I think 'She's persd-:
vored,” said Stophen Fair. "1‘
nppreciote that.”
the central theme nf-
Fair's work ia to draw attention:
to ihe plight of todny’s families..
Two years ago, she and fivo!
other women stood in rush hour!
traific along Grand Bouln.vnrd'
and performed *50 Ways tn-
Loave Your Child Alive,” an’
engoging look at attonding to o,
child’s need for affirmation.

“Issucs affecting familles affect
our larger society,” uhe nnid N
*Family is what I know.

d for that, Valerie Fair hns‘
proven that no college degreo iaw
necessary, just a whole lot of por-\
sistenco. )

thoyll fade away,

Fair, whose braided hair gives
her a youthful wistfulness,
romains humble nbout her latest
artistic She

tane, as if whispering while aip-
rlnx coffeo in hor kitchen, Sho

ughs easily about the days
whon aho painted “The Three
Wizo Men” mural on her back
door because she didn’t hnvo a
canvas,

Findlng a canvas is no longer a
problem. With her increasing
number of paintings and
oxhibits, slio’s found a way to
rekindle those innocent days
when her grandmothor encour.
agod her to draw, paint and
make clothes for her dolls.
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raiger. This Wednesday, interna-
tiona! pinnist David Syme will
perform a benefit concert at Tho
Community House in Birming-
ham, For an ovening, appreciate
Syme's gift. Appreciate tho lan-
guage of compaasion, Thun. try
to figure out why organizations
like FAR atruggle from year to
year to find funding.

FAR genorates revenue from
the United Way, privata dona-

ART BEAT

tions, feea from services and two
annual fund-rajsors. The more
timo they hava to hustle to raise
funds, the less time dovoted to
those children and adults who
nood thoir therapoutic art pro-

videa services on-site at schools.
“Music and the arts are so
acceasible,” sald Lott. “You can
teach the concept of ‘up’ .
losa if the person is m«

ThaL'n not to imply that
they’re not doing enough, On the
contrary, in addition to thoir art
instruction programs, FAR orga-
nizea n softball lengue and pro-

individ with special needs,
it's been shown that mnsicat
activities stimulate critical path-
ways in the brain.*

There's another cliche that
bears repeating: people who
work for organizations like FAR

are apecial pcup]a Connie Lott
confirma

After noppln( ln murnl ﬁmm
when the

whaeelchair or handicap, but a!
person with a git,” said Lott. !
They just need to be shown tho

take care of thomselves.

Somo of the others with more
sovore emotional and physical
have learned more

position wam vacant, Lott
thought that maybe she should
apply for the job. There haon't
beon a vacancy since,

“Somo of the people huvo béen
with us 20 years or more,” said
Lott. “Some adults, now in their
40s, have boen stimulated to

Please send preas releases, and
other arta-related information to
Frank Provenzano, Obscrver &
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E,
Maple, Birmingham, 48009 or
fax (810) 644-1314.

QALLERY WALK .

Visit the 13 galleries in down-
town Royal Oak 6 p.m.-10 p.m,
Wedneadey, May 7. The 10th
Gallery Walk is aponsored by tho
Roynl Oank Gallery Association
and the Royal Oak Arta Council.
Artist demonstrations, food and

will be provided
nt the gallerics nlong tho route.
A trolley will also travel to‘desti-
nation spots, A $3 Junation to an
arts acholarship fund provides
‘nccess to the tour. For informa-
tion, call (810) 546-8810.
TOURS AT CRANBROOK

Cranbrook Art Museum will
offer docent-guided tours of their
campus on the first Sunday of
the month at 2 p.m., May-Octo-

ber, The two-hour walking tour*:}

includes the history of Cran-
brook with special emphasia to
its architecture and aculpture.
Tour tickets - $6 for adults, $4
* for students/.eniors — includes
admisaion to Cranbrook Art
Museum, Call (810) 645-3149.
PROPOSAL FOR OUTDDOR
SCULPTURE EXHIBIT
» Paint Creck Center for the
Arts sceks proposals from Michi-
gan nrhuts for “INSTALL-
MEN " an exhibit of five
temporary outdoor sculptures or
installations in Rochester

The Tulips
are in Bl()o

Enjoy Sprlng's Bo\mly
. at Beautiful.
Cranbtook Gardensr

{From
The Oriental Bog and
Wildﬂower

our Tulip Show ")
with oven 6000 Tulips
in The Sunken Gar&n

C; brook(iar&
380 Loue Piné- Rond
‘Bloomifield Hills, MI +

. (810) 045-3

Municipal Pnrk Sept. 4 12,
The show worka

Tn request & prospects, land a
dd stam

will coincide on Slpt 8-7 with
the Art & Apples Festival.

Al forms of media and collabo-
rativo proposals are encouraged.
Solected artista or teams will be
awarded a $2,000 stipend. Pro-
posals must be d at the

to INSTALLMENTS IV, Paint
Creek Center for the Art.- 407
Pino Street, Rochn-tar. MI,
48307; (810) 651-4110.

0T ANNOUNCES NEW SEASON
Mlchizun Operu Thentre’s

PCCA on Saturday, Juna 14 by 6
pm. Entry fee is $16.

Yo Look YOUR

Cancer & Moles

Call (810) 354—1350 for

‘Let My Personalized Tare He

Advanced Care for Skin, Halr & Nall Problems
Wrinkles, Pigment & Sun Damaged Skin

ded season fea-
tures five productions: Veordi'a
*“Aida,” Mozart’s “The Mnglc

Ip

BEST

raph, Suite #103 «

Farmbrook Medical Bulldin

Southfleld,

expressive langungo of art.

nk Provenzano covers artai
for communities in the Dbuwer
& Eccentric coverage arca. Write|
to him at the Birmingham Eccen-;
tric Newspaper, 805 E. Muple,,
Birmingham, MI 48009, or call;
(810) 901-2557.,

about their world and them. -
solves because of their participa.
tion in F'AR'I a.?, music and
dance pro,

"Our goal il to help them
develop 2o they're not being -
defined as a peorson with a ‘;
i

~ Are you concerned !
[}
Flute,” Massenet’s “Manon,” about an elderly parent @ :
Donizetti's “The Elixir of Love,” or friend? cons,den . ¢
and _Gurnhwin’n *Porgy and !
ADD acention USE o
HE“REMENT RESIDENCES W
Aduit ADD congtlvnu 07 * Suites offich * I
Michigan Unlon
Ann Arbor, May 18-17 bedroomapostiments. * Completesocial, exltural and
For Adulin W ACO » Famiis o Finnde * Delici Is prepared daily by our activities,
e-n-vmnm-l’a'm:-w l.'uﬁnnryml[ - x Bmu'ynnd
Satunel Adiviuiraturs + Job Suparvieers « S0t Mgrs. . " . P
o prow—y 'n':‘ * Convenient laundry and linen servicea. # Exerd .
-n‘v‘;—anq +Eava Copvinnd * mﬁmum"‘m * Henlthcore professionalon
prroweirom S e ¢ 2 Hour _  premises oprovide added sexvice :
(210) 482-5141 or (313) 426-1659 # Month to month rental % :

ADU P.O, Box 1701, Ann Arbor, M 42108

UoM Campos = Biate 6t & 8. Univ. g

| Call Now for Intormation I

Auxiliary to The

Monday, May 12, 1997
The Ritz-Cariton, Dearborn

Somerset Collection fashions modelled by

BENEFIT

resented b
¥ Sal)\,/

Bob Allisor Denise Jenkins
Pat Andrews Jim johnson
Chris Bradley Vinnle Johnson
Evelyn Cairns Dr, Ron Kagan
q Cynthia Canty Sandi Knollenberg
Dr. David DiChlera Sandy Kovach
Mel Farr Florine Mark
Rlch Fisher Micah Materre
Sally Gerak Nancy McCauley
Harry Hairston tila Orbach
" Mike Huckman Jackle Paige

A FASHION
LUNCHEON

the
ation Army |

samuel Sachs Il
Diane Schoenith
Tom Schoenith
Devin Scilllan
David Scott
Don Shane
Allce Sietoff
Shellee Smith
Richard Strowger

. Gene Taylor
Ann Thompson
Shirley Wade

.

THERE 1S AN AMERICAN HOUSE NEAR YOU:
10 Alfordable Rental C: to choose from
For More Information, please call .

(810) 642-8850
UHGI.AIMED ORDERS

Nsw unsold school sewing machines with open arm
Due to a massive overstock situation, tha ELNA Sewing machine
Warahousa ls offering for sale to the public a limitod number of new
speclal 1987 ELNA HEAVY DUTY ZiG-ZAG OPEN ARM sewing
machines that are mado of METAL and sow on all fabrics, Levi's,
canvas, upholsiery, nylon, stretch vinyl, silk - EVEN SEWS ON
LEATHER! No attachments needed for button holos (any size),
menograms, hems, sews on buttons, salin stitches, ovarcasts, darns,
appllquon and mom Jusl set the dinls nnd 808 magic hnppon without
s0 ELNA HEAVY DUTY
SEWINB MACH:NES are built sturdy for homo, plo’esslunnl or school
room sewing. 25 year warmranty. Brand new In faclory sealed cartons,

YOUR PRICE WiTH AD *198 witHouT THIS AD *499
SALE ENDS SUNDAY, MAY 11,1987

4 WASS769.00  SALE $348.00
gm“‘r‘?iﬁ‘sﬂnwmmnamom WAS $1799.00  SALE $699.00

SEW-WHAT HIGH TECH SEWING
NORTHLAND CENTER » SOUTHFIELD 33118 DEQUINORE + STERLING HFIGHTS

O cions ., Gm@d  (610) 208 450

Dally 10.5 o Son. 12.5__ WO Daiy 105550 1008 $um. 12:4

'PUBLIC NOTICE

Tamae CE

PIANO SALE
WavynNe State UNIVERSITY

Numerous planos will ba sold
by Sunday May 11%, 1887 in
conjunction with Kawai's [nstitu-
tional Loan Program on the
campus of Wayne State Univer-
sity. Grands, Baby Grands,
Gonsoles, Studios, Uprights and
Digital Pianos of various brands,
finishes and styles will be sold. Many
are less than one year old and camy
new factory waranties.

FOR BEST SELECTION
LL FOH A PREVIEW

(3135776323

Forinfermation or to schedule a |8
preview appointment call: -

(313)577-6323

Sala hours! Sunday, May 11»
from Noon ustil 5 PM. or by
praview appointment only,

Cafl For Proview Appoinimont

(313)577-6323

S;lu. ﬂnlnanﬂ and I‘.‘nlmrr nmdloc lhrwnh Mnuldl Wil

Institutional Divislor.
PR




