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1rying to make it a competitivo
business,

: “Thero had been a lot of
deferrcd maintenance,” ho said.
*But thero was a lot of lovo for
the Inn. People in the communi-
ty have been very supportive.
Tl.oy want the Inn to survive.”

Btaying competitive

. \But Smith, 44, had to find

qwny to make costly improve-

ménts while being competitive

‘with hotels and restaurants at

the other end of the city on

Grand River,

,.“Wo knocked the fence down

‘and rebuilt much of it with the

old wood,” he said. “*But you

can't get any more money for o

hamburger because of it.”

If Smith felt he was swimming
“upstrenm, tha purchase of the
.old car dealership by Enterpriso
‘Rent-A-Car, the addition of a

.now Pep Boys and improve-
‘ments to many of the neighbor-
.ing businesscs along with new,
tasteful lighting, sidewalks and
)nndscnpmg “cnergized” him.

“*We were very happy that we
“miade the move here,” says Mike
Kang, vice president and general
‘manager of Enterprise. *It's pro-

. yided grcut access for our cus-
.tomer baso.”

.. The country's largest car
_rental company, which elgo leas-
8 vehicles for company fleets
“and sells cars in Farmington

- Hills is looking to expand.

., - “We've found that there is so
_much undiseovered business

hum, we are soriously consider-

ing onother site in Farmington

. Hills,” Kane said.

In l‘nct, the company is looking
at buying a facility on Grand
River in Redford and a site ot 14
.Mile and Orchard Lake in the
city, he aaid.

Roaidents and city officials
alike are pleased that the com-
'pany bought and imp i the

about $40,000 for renovations
and cleanup, Home Protection
hns spent at least $12,000 for it
roof, Smith Lumber has pur-
chased a new canopy and made
improvements worth $43,000,
and Art’s Rental has built an
addition and new roof at a cost
of about $112,000, Lampi said.
‘The uso of Ci ity Dovel-

mont.

Olde Town's new start
City Manager Dan Hobbs acca
an opportunity to renovate many
x(l):ianl of the city, starting with
“In Tunu. ovon though the
cities nm newer, tho pattern of
ab is there,” said

opment Block Grant money to
offer low-interest loans and even
outright grants to residents for
housing improvements along
with capital improvements
including storm drains, street
paving and water linea has got-
ten businessos and rasidents
behind the area’s revitalization,
“The koy was that as we made
these improvementa, poople saw
them and started taking better

M ‘The key was that
as we made these
Improvements, peo--
ple saw them and
started taking better
care of thelr own
property.’

Rick Lampi

“ site. Enterprise cven offered ita
, 8ite last June for the annual
ouge River Cleanup and
‘bought lunch for the volunteers.

. 'Big investments
", But Enterprise is only one of
:several businesses that see n
* fitture in the arca.
“Rick Lampi, Farmington Hills'
. community development coordi-
nitor, eatimates that Enterprise
has spent $820,000 to improve

—..the site where about 100 people .

work. Psp Boys has spent

$987,000 for its new building,
Kitehon Wholesale has spent

24
coordinator,

Farmington Hills

care of their own property and
took pride in their houses and
their neighborhood,” Lampi said.
Improved code enforcement
and the demolition of substan-
dard housing also went a long
way towards the improvement
that should continue, he said.

_.All of thia has meant a.aclid_ Y.

start for what Kane calls the
city's “template” for redevelop-

Hobbs, who has worked in city
administration in the Lone Star

stato.

Hobbs safd newer citios don’t
necesaarily take care of their
older areas. It takes a commit-
ment, much like he saw Ia the
last dty he managed, to keep a
city from fading.

“Greenbelt (Maryland) was the
first city developed by the feder-
al governmont 60 years ago,” he
anld. “It has baen revitalized

08"

Ultlmutoly. Hobbs zays, the
differonce between n city that
loses the battle ageinst blight
nnd the one the succossfully
reclaims an oldor area is tho
community's perception about
itsolf,

“It comes down to a commit.
ment to the community,” he

BOYS.

One of the most important,
and too often neglected features
of communities as they age, are
rental properties.

And with several older trailor

arks, apartment bulldinga and
nlngln family houses for rent in
0Olde Town, convincing landlords
to kept thone properties up is
crucial to the future.

“This is a solidly middle-class
neighborhood where peoplo take
pride in where thoy live,” Hobbs
Bays. *We have modest houses
and good achools.”

Farmington Hills, and espe-
clally the southeastern portion of
the city, can break a pattern of
suburban sprawl, he says.

*Right now, if?ve gct on top of

the rental }
we have a wanderful opponunl-
)
zmﬂng up and that’s hord.*
Hobbs sald Farmington Hills
enjoys a reputation that allows
property owners to charge top
rant prices. Ho wants to make
sure those landlords are taking
care of those properties, rather
thar milking them and letting
them go.
Committed to community
“MAyor Aldo Vagnozzi, who ™
doer not live in Olde Town but
worships at St. Alexander’s on

d. “If wo wait, wo'll be  Heart first: Creon Smith, owner
heart instead of his head when

bou,

the Inn is a 24-hour-c-day job that he loves.

Shiawasses, said the area's resi-
dents are consistently the most
committed 1o their area, which
bodes well for Olde Town’s
future,

“When we had our city council
meoting there (nt Fire Station
No.'8), th6 pIacs oK packed,”
Vagnozzi llﬂd. St

And the imprnvumnnu have
been noticeable, aays longtime

At first wo gava Mom h
Latsr, when we ecrnad on allowancs, there was a dollar or two.fo buy somothing.
And no matier whal, Mom always made us feol liks It waa the groatast gift she sver recatvad.

Celebrate

Iy

dmade cords and dand

So why not give hor something truly, specic! this ysar§
. You'll find it of the Park...Laurs! Park Place.

Eor frosh apiing mﬁ‘udm, spend o dcy at the Park,

Faoturing Jocobaon's, Pnd!k}n and saventy speclely shopa.
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Olde Town activist Magsie
Kurzeja.

*“The improvements have real-
ty helped proporty. values,
although traffic is atill too fast
on M-102 (M-5),* she said.
“Grand River has become a_

BX
base.”
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[ the Botsford Inn since 1993, says he led with his
e ht the historic property.

mith says running

the area, like dumpsters that
aren’t acreened, and other prob-
lems. But ghe and her husband
don’t plan on going anywhere.

*I love it here,” she sald. "
can’t think of nnywhnm else l’d
_rather live, o
Smith, who sald hos ety ook
lng at obout 5600 000 in

Kurzeja says she will i
to battle over codo violatiens in

Inn down tho rond uuid ha s

Farsighted:
Botsford
CEO Ger-
son Cooper
takes a long
view when
it comes to
the hospi-

BN tal’s future

{ and how
that affects
the commu-
nity.
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Hospltal commltted as it grows

BY WILLIAM

COUTANT
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Gerson Cooper

sita at a corner
table at the

New | Botsford Inn
look af nlx:d ;onuﬁoru
the breakfast
@1& menu,
Wofory He should
know. it by

heurt, since ho often euts at tho
histaric Inn — 60 often that over
the table thors ia & phono whero
ho car take cails. Under the
phone Bare the words *“Cooper’s
corner.”

“Facilitios aro bacomlng the
least important aspect of health
cavre,” he saya.

That is a profound atatement
coming from someone who has
baen with tho hospital since
before it built in 1865 in Farm-
ington Hilla, In many aroas of
medicine, the hospital boasts
state-of-the-art caro and facili-
ties, . -
But with no room to expand at
ita present location, newer outly-
ing clinica and contracting with
neighboring businesaes for park.
ing aro cxamples of the issues
with which Cooper must battle.

“You'll nover sec another hoa. .

*We've underinvested in infor-
mation services,” he says and
then begina an analysis of Bots.
ford's plans to computerize and
centralize medical recorda, mak-
ing them available to moro med-
ical professionals while protect-
ing a patient’s right to privacy.

‘The-giant hospital, which
occupies more than 40 ecres on
its main campus, hos besn
embroiled {a conflicts, from time
to time, over llghtlug that tow-
ors over the neighborhood, car
headlights ahining into house
windows and tho noise that
sometimes accompanics a 24~
hour oporation,

He's oarned the rospect of pital built in Farmington Hills”  But thn hospital's efforts to
those in Lho mcdicul community, he says. It’s not o boast, but & case thoae concsrns have not
the area'’s b i fon that the traditional gone unnoticed,
and the neighboring rosidents, hospital aotting {3 not whore . “Thoy keep trying to be a part
oven though at timos ho has  much of what's new in med! of tho ity,” snys Kay

locked horns with them. .
*Wo've never broken our
ward. ho Boys prnudly of hlu
with the i

* ncighbors and tho city,

*Gorsh” aa his frionds call
him, surrounds the topic of
health care and enjoya explain-
ing it to anyone wha ia serious
about {ts fuiure. The Botsford
Gencral Hospital CEOQ hav scon
entire eras of hospital expan-
gion, tho “morger manja” that
began in tho 19708, and the new
cra of preventive hoalth care
and a mors . decentralized
approzch to medicine.

will be practiced.
“We know how important
satellite oporations and collabo-

rations will bo,” he says, adding,
that Botsford Iy currently work-

ing on arrangements with the
largely down river Qakwood
Health Care and a cooperative
agreemont with the University
of Michigan Medical Centor's
cardiology division,

A new radintion and oncology
facility on Eight Mile is another
addition to the facility,

But liko any business, the
information age haa taken its
toll on modicine, anothor chal-
lenge for Coopor, )

Briggs, who has lived at her
house on Oxford Btreet in the
hospital's shadow since 1924.

And for Cooper, that is a
source of some pride for an insti-
tution that hax cast a glnnt
shadow over Olde

John Anhut,’ wlwu family
once owned of the Inn and tho
property on which the hospital
sits, has probubly beat summed
up the hospital's importance and
Cooper’s rolo in that.

*I once said that Botsford Hos.
pital is behind the Inn,” Anhut
snid. *“Now I say that tho Inn is
in front of Botaford Hospital.”



