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. Mike Wagner, 3, on his Fishar Prlco Jeep. o
. New toys invite
- childhood glee

;. -BY DONNA MULCAHY
. SPECIAL WRITER

My dad fell in love with it and just had to get it
for me, the story goes: A bright red, pedal car fire
. engine, complete with a bell to clang and a work-
| _ing steering wheel.

" He and my mom gave it to me for my eecand

*'birthday, and that mode me pretty popular for a
. while, because all the little boys on our block

wanted to ride it,

The trouble was — and this is
one of my carlieat memories — 1
didn't like my fire engine very
much because every time I rode
it, my knees would bang against
the metal rim below the stecring
wheel and it hurt. Se my dad
gave the toy away to somcone he
knew would appreciate it.

Two years ago Hallmark
came out with a tiny replica of
my old fire engine, as part of its
Kiddie Car Clasgics Christimas
ornament series. Proof that if we
still had that fire engine, it
. “would be a collector's item.

1 was thinking of that the other day, when my
little neighbor Michael was out riding a toy he
| received recently for his third birthday. A realis-
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| Enlnrcer, made sher-Price. The impres-
sivo two-speed machine can go up to five miles
- -an hour and it comes equipped with a airon and
police lights.

I told Michael's mom that he's going to be the

most populer kid on the block now. And watch,
someday his jeep will be a collector’s item and
miniature versions of it will hang from Christ-
mas trees.

The Jeep Enforcer is part of a series of motor-
ized Powor Wheela kiddie vehicles made by
Fisher Price. They’re recommended for children
ages 3 to 7, and Toys R Us is one store that car-
. ries them, The vehicles, which include a Barbie
. Sun Jommer Jeep, a Barbie Beach patrol jeep, a
'r Jeep Wranger, a Bigfoot monster truck, a motor-

cyele, and a junior front-end loader (for tiny

tots), range in price from $59.98 to $209.99,
If you're locking for inexpensive outdeor kiddie
toys to occupy your children or grandchildren
..now that apring has sprung, here are some ideas:
~~ eKoosh toys, Talk show hostess Rosio
: O’'Donnell loves them, and I think they’re des-
: tined to a clossics, just like Slinkys and Hula
+ Hoops,
If you've never seen a Koosh ball, it kind of
1 looks like a balled-up porcupine with spines
. made out of soft, flexible rubber, that fits in the
¢ palm of your hand. When you squeeze a Koosh

ball it feels, well, cushy. Maybe that's how it got
« its name,

I couldn’t find the catapults that O'Donnell
uses to shoot Koosh balls inta her audience. But
1did find a lot of other Koosh toys nt The Chan-
' nel 58-WTVS Btore of Knowledge at Somer-

set North, Troy, including a soft, padded bat
and ball set, o hockey sot (cnmplolo with two
oversized sticks and plastic balls instead of
pucks), n fonm aure-grip football, a Koosh ball,
yo-yo, a nylon flying ring (kind of like a nylon
Frisbee with a large hole in the center), a basket-
ball set, and kid-fricndly lawn darts,

I also found Koosh toys at FA.O. Schwartz at
Somersot North and at the Toys R Us in Livo-
nla. Moast Koosh toys are for kids ages *3 to
137,” are for both indoor and outdoor use, and
range in price from $5 to $25,

sWho doesn't like blowing soap bubblea? Well
maybo anyone whe's ever had to clean up apilled
bubble solution, But now thero's a preduct to
prevent such accidents from happening.

I.lulc Kldu lnc. mnkcu [ No -Spillbubble

d alot in tho con-
tainer n]lnwn the bubblo wand ta pass through,
but prevents bubble solution from leaking out,
aven when the tumbler is tipped upsido down.
The tumbler, which includea a bottle of soapy
_..5olution and a wand, is for nges 18 months and
r—up, about $7 at ‘The Store of Knowledge and Toys
R

8.

I A lot of bubble-blowing toys are also on the
.market, iceluding the Incredibubble Bomber
JFlying Bubblo Diso, which is like o Frishee
:that blows bubbles as it flies (oges 5 and up)
$3.95 ot Tho Store of Knowledge; and the Fisher-
‘Price, crank-operated Bubble Blower, which
con blow lesves as wall as bubbles (ages 3 to 7)
$14.69 at Toys R Ua.

Donna Mulcahy iz & Livonia resident who
writca about the newest merchandise in Malls
and Mainstreet shops. You con leave Ser column
ideas c/a (248) 901-266; Fox 644-1314,

 tic, black and yellow battery-powered Jeep

Birmingham changes
S|gna| new directions

D the

When the local high school track team
was overheard bemonning the loss of
Victoria's Secret in Birmingham, it was
time to take a look at retail in the city.

3 4

, city 1 s say all

BY SU&\N DEMAGGIO

At ﬁrst glud:o, the recent mb of

hum lcuVes pussers by with a :hlll-
ing fecling.

Woere all the doomsayers of last
year correct?

Did the August opening of the
swanky Somerset Collection North
mall less than three miles away in
Troy kill the retail business in the
neighboring Main Street shopping
distriet?

After all, Roots, The Polo Store,
Victoria's Sccret, all left their Birm-
mgbum lcases for spaces in Somer-
set,

And now, The Mole Hole, Sam
Goody's Record Town, Shorman
Shoes, Hit & Miss, M&G Bike Shop,
Irving Koy, Le Chatenu, Wildwings
Gallery, Tremonti and Brown, and
The Body Shop are all in various
stages of closing shop.

Add to that the nows that the
Kathryn Scott dress hnulique on
Pierce has been sold.

“Nothing is as diro as it seema.
reassured Gail Gothell, director of
Birmingham's Principal Shopping
District. "All the vacant spaces are
accounted for by newcomers, excopt
for the Wildwings Gallery on Bates
and Le Chateau on West Maple.

“Plus wo have a waiting list with
companies like Einstein Bagels,
Starbucks, Barnes & Noble, Big Sky
Brend Co., Baskin & Robbins, and
St. Louis Bread Co. wanting space
in Birmingham,”

Gothelf aaid in an odd turn of
-venu, Roots is back, '] lnuhng fora

co in town,

Shu pmvided this update:

sArticle 11, an upscale mon's
sportswear shop is coming into the
former Roota location on Maple,

*Wyland Galleries (specializing
in whale murals and marine art) is
moving into the former Tremonti &
Brown storo on Merrill Street.

the spaces are spoken for.

*The Irving Koy building on S.
Woodward was bought by the own-
ers of The Pita Cafe who plan to

add a bakery at the sita and offer
th- remaining 1,400-square feet for

' Alr Touch Collular will open
in the former Mole Hole gift gallery
on S, Woodward.

* Brueggor's Bagels and Cafe
is coming to the old Victoria's Secret
spot on Maple.

*Ex-Sherman shoes employees
will opon a new shoe store at the
same location on Maple,

eImelda’s Closet, selling
women's shoos, accessorjes and
baubles, moves into the former
Urban Walker space on Maple,

*Mooso Jaw Sporting Goods is
coming to the former Hit & Miss on
Hunter at the end of May,

~*Masterpicce Galleries, apecial-
umx in French antiques is settling
in the old Sam Goodys spot.

*Cycle & Fitness replaces
M&G Bikes on 8. Maple,

Trumbull's Antiques is back in
tnwn, on the lower level of the
Michigania Shop on Picrce.

*The Wabeck Building on West
Maple is up for eale.

eLeChateau is leaving as t.he par-
ent company closes &ll its U.S,

stores.

*The Body Shop will close as the
parent company has filed for Chap-
ter 11,

Kathryn Scott owner Linda O'S-
callon explained her decision to sell
the specialty clothing shop after one
year of business to formeor radio per-
sonality, Cplieen Burear, O'Scallon
baunht tha shop from pnl Kntln

"1 Just couldn't continue t)m long
hours it takea to run a successful
atore,” O'Scallon aaid. *I'm going to
be married in September and wo'ro
building 2 house on Orchard Lake.
My future hushand wants me to
start traveling oversens with him,

Changing hands: Kathryn Scott, 148 Pierce, is now the proud

possession of Colleen Burcar who plans to carry on the tradi-
tion of personal service in an urban setting.

MALLS¢MAINSTREET

Sunday, May 11, 1997

.and I miss being home for dinner
with my daughter who's a junior in
high school”

Burcar, running the shnp for less
than two weekas, said the opportuni-
ty to own the clusic apparel store
ropresented “a dream come true.”

“I'l ba an empty nester in August
when my daughter leaves for college
8o 1 can devote my energies to the
store. I'm bringing in some new
blood whilo maintaining the tradi-
tions of the shop. It's very exciting
becauss from my store window I see
& Birmingham that is alive, fun,
bustling with people, with an energy
that is 8o refreshing.”

Many long hours )
Gotholf said O'Scanlon’s reasona
for selling the shop are also the rea-

{ - sons many small shops go aut of

buainess - people, undereatimate
the hard work invelved with run-

Beat of the street: Some say downtown Birmingham has a
European flair - sans the sidewalk cafes.

gonls of our rocent Green Group’

marketing study in mind, We want
to try to reduce the food uses in
Birmingham while ining and
expanding our mix of independent
mon'’s women’s and children's cloth-
ing stores, one-of-a-kind shops and
unique bnuthuna as well as some
national retailers.”

Richard Astrein, jeweler and com-
munity activist, said the changes
are for the better in Birmingham,

“We've got a nice blend of dlvex:o
merchants that other towns envy,”
he said. “We've got aamathing for
everybody.”

Gothelf pointed out that the latest
study by the Metro Dotroit Visitors
and Convention Bureau listed down-
town Birmingham as the 11th of 20
favorite destinations of out-of-town
guesta, Shopping was numed as the
tup fnvurito leisure-timo activity,

ning a retail operation.

*It's truly a 60-hour weck, plus, if
it’s dono right,” sho said.

Gothelf said leasing stores is just
as time-consuming, She said it can
take as long as three years of negoti-
ations to bring a now reuul concept
to town,

"In the case of Imelda's Closet,
the PSD first began working with
them in 1994," she said. "But we're
selectivo, Wo want tenants with the

into 31.conts of every
tourist dallar,

She said current rents in Birming-
ham range from $22-$30 per square
foot along Maple, to about $27-$28
gor square foot along West Maple,

23 por square foot along Picrce,
and $18-322 per square foot along
Batcs, The PSD travels to the Inter-
national Council of Shopping Con-
ters trado show in Laa Vegas next
week to continue mnrkctmg cﬂ'nru
on the town's behalf.

News of special events for shoppers is
included in this calendar. Send information to:
Mails & Mainstreets, c/o The Observer & Eccen-
tric 805 East Maple, 48009; or fax (810) 644-
1314. Deadline: Wednesday & p.m. for publica-
tion on Sunday,

BUNDAY, MAY 11
Dinosaur oxhiblt/fun

“Blast from the Past” features eight moving,
roaring dinosaurs in natura] setting, plus relat-
ed activitics, information booths, and clnsges by
Cranbrock Science Conter ataff for uchnol
groups. Through July 7. Co-sponsored by Bluo
Care Network, Cranbrook and the mall.
Dinosaurs by Kokoro Dinosaurs of Loa Angeles,

Oakland Mall, 14 Mﬂel-lahn R, Troy.

(248) 685-4114.

TUEBDAY, MAY 13
Health/Safoty ovents
featuro Livonia Poiico

The Lwanm Palicn anurlment presents law
and more
in centor court. Highlights include K-9 unit
demonatration, SWAT Team equipmuut lhow,

d I gram, tima for
May 14 at Laurol Park Place, Nowburgh/Six
Mile, and May 15 at Livonia Mall, Seven
Mile/Middlcbolt.

Aleo, at Wonderland Mall, May 13-14, it’s Pro-
Ject Health-O-Rama with Jow cost heaith tests
and information booths from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m
Wonderland. Plymouth ! Middlebelt. Livonia,

(313) 421-2900, ext, 305,

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

WEDHESDAY, MAY 14

Waikors Moot .

Garden City Hospital's Ms. Schmidt discusses
How To Stay Healthy beginning at 9:15 a.m, in
the lawer lovel community room, Doors open at 7
a.m, near Olga'a Kitchen. New walkers welcome.

Westland Center, Wayne/Warren.

(313) 426-5001,
Spring plant sate

Cnm!zrook Gnrdens 26th annual aprlng plant
salo with A owers, d ferns,
minfature roses, orchids, gnrdnn nculpturen,
herbs and much more, 10 o.m. to 7 pan, Repeat-

. Puppet Porformance

Michigan at 1 and 3 p.m. in JC Penney Caurt.
F'reo admission, Bring your camera!
Twelve Ocks, 12 Mile!Novi. Novi. -
(248) 348-9438. R
Sewing Seminar
Swoep Smw shop pmenta quilt dealgner Dian
and

offering tips, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. end 2:30-5 p.m.
$10 fec includes gift bag of sewing notiuna and

Caun!ry Ridge Commons,
Haggerty/14 Mile. Farmington.
(248) 661-1668.

Sudecky’s Puppets perform s double foature,
Swiss Family Robinson and Judy and the Beast
at 1 and 3 p.m, Freo, On stago near meloyn

Livonia Malf. Seven M’nlelMlddlcbcIl

od May 15 from 10 a.m. to & p.m. Froe parking |  (248) 476-1160. .

ond shuttlo from Cmnbmok Church parking lot. cnmmunny Garnge Sale

Proceeds used to in and impr gardons, i 1 sale hosted by Weltlnnd Cham-
380 Lone Pine. Bloomfield Hills. . bor of Commeree In City Hall parking lot. Resi-
(248) 645-3149. dents and local businesses can scll itoms too, by

SATURDAY, MAY. " nm!.&ng a table for $20-$25. Sale hours: § a.m. to |
: 4p.m.
RalnFomo! oxhibit opens Ford Road between WaynclNzwbumh

Now through June, Twalvo Onks pweents “edu.

taining” rainforost-thomed- activities that |

includo n roal, “pottabie” alligator; a 200,000«
pound mlnfnrout madse of sund interactivo com-
puter musicat and scav-
enger hunts, May 17-18 at 11 a.m, noon, 2 and 4
p.m. Living Scicncd Foundation presents *Raln-
foreats of tho World" in JC Pennoy Court - com-
ploto with live aninialal Alss hanr.“Forest Trails
and Junglo Tales” by the Children's Theater of

(313) 326-7222.
BUNDAV, MAY :I.ﬂ
Kid apprecistion Day
ids and Klothos United (KKU) offors an

afternoon for children 16 p.m, with punch and
cookies, plus 20-porcont off on regular-priced
summer merchandiag,

Century Plqza, Rochester Road. Troy. -

(248) £624.2302.
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