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ollevinto streas in the Kane
County Courthouse in St.
Charles, Hlinoia.

“Thia in a way to bo customer-
friendly, but it also helps ataff
morale,” he said. “Wo all havo to
walk these halls cach day.”

From 140 entrics, 40 pieces
were aglected. The show was
Jjurored by Gerhardt Knodel,
director of Cranbrook Academy
of Arta,

The project is a collaboration
among tho Citizens Alliance for
the Probate Court, Pontiac-Oak-
land Socioty of Artists Creative
Arta Council and the Oakland
County Office of Art, Culture
and Film,

It's difTicult to discern whether
Bingham §s moro oxcited about
using art to make the wait at
court maro tolerable, or that no
tax payer money was used for
the project. “Some peoplo think
this is a wasto of timo, that what
we noed ia moro chairs, maybe
bonch seating,” he anid, *We
don't have money for artwork,
but some corporations and indi-
viduals came through.”

Nearly $20,000 is expected to
be raised from corporatec and
individual donors to cover pro-
motional costs and purchascs of
the pieces. Names of sponsora
will appcar on the plaque
beneath the work sclected for
the permanent collection.

‘The exhibit ~ and subsequent
collection of art — roflects Bing-
ham and other court administra-
lura wialws to avoid showing

H ‘The court Is reaching
out to the community’
to glve artists the
opportunity to display
art In high-traffic, non-
traditional areas,’
Bonnie Brede
Former president of the Ponti-
ac-Oakland Society of Artist

should be uplifting, positive and
universally eecopted,” he said.

To select high-quality ar, that
was neither offensive nor csoter-
i¢, Bingham enlisted Mary Den-
nison, an art consultant from
Birminghnm, She has worked
with interior architects in select-
ing art for corporats fnml(uca at
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when apoken to,” sho said.

“The art oxhibit ia a croative
oxpression to bring their voices
togother, What you see is the
sound of diveraity,” said Frank,
progrnm coordinator of OCC's

which
womnn in dealing with issuca of
continuing oducation, solf-
estoom, housing, divorce and
sexual harasament.

what Frank refers to as tho
“diversity of womon's volees.” A
patchwork quilt by Marianno
Hall of Birmingham, entitled
“Gaia'a Scream,” contrasts
imngos of the environment with
s sories of questions, auch as
t will we do?*

Other noteworthy worka
include Conter for Creative
Studicn awdc?t Sandm anmt‘l

After the rise.of fominism of
}.hc *708 and tho backlash of t.hu

ate :

'80s, Frank belioves women
are facing a timo of great uncer-
tainty. There ard many per-
ceived choices ond advances, she
anid. But thero remains tho
ongoing .struggle to cither fit in
or shirug off eocletal standards of
fo;ninina beauty and a womon’s
role. |

Chriatine Watera' “Ophelia”
fhlglengea Lhcaa stereotypes, A

jus,

Kmart, Nissan and M
Life Insuranco, .

“At Kmart, we added a lnrgn
quilt that helped people make a
connection with their own lives,”
she said. “Art adds a human
touch to a functional space.”

Longtime local artist Bonnie
Brede, former president of tho
Pontiac-Oakland Socicty of
Artist, spearheaded the offort. to
get the word out about “Art in
the Court.”

“The court ia reaching out to
the community to give artists
the opportunity to display art in
high- trnﬂ'c. nontraditional
arens,” said Brede, “We all Hopo

this will d hostility and

raial

ny Yy ©
pwcu. “We believe the art
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anxiety while peoplo waft."

lar place for touring jazz artists
and informal jnm sessions.
Ironically, while jazz is often
referred to as tho original Ameri.
can music, it appeals to only a
small percentage of domostic
record buyers. Brooks cstimatea
that only 2 percent of music lis-
teners tune in traditional jozz.
Even in Detroit, one of the top
radio marketa in the country,
therc is anly one commercial jazz
station, WVMV. That station,
however, plays mainstrcam
“smooth jazz,” Eastern Michi-
gan’s public radio station
--WEMU.has a jazz-blues format,
Jazz can be heard on special pro-

grams, such as WDET's Ed
Love's weeknight show.

In the next faw years, Riloy-
Green hopes that legends of Jazz
Hall of Fame concerts will be
held in major citios across the
country. The plan, she said, ia
for other cities to honor local
musician who've upheld the jazz
tradition,

“One day, we could be like the
Montreux Festival,” she said.
*But first wo want.to perfect
Legends of Jazz in Dalrmt 80
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e

primitivism, Wuwrn portrays a
submerged Barbie Doll in a sub-
conscious swamp, a remindor
t!mt‘thu dazed-looking p!nsllc

twn shelves of miniature porca-

lain bras and pantlies; Kathleen 14

Mocre’s “Fear of Flying,” a clay
sculpture with tho feot of Cro-
Magnon man and the winga of
an esgle; Nancy Prophit's delf-
cate “Mother .and Child” sculp-

ture; and Mnu-Kyungu thm d-media
“At Paop of Day.* 4 h ivoly punhal hur mlxe ;::‘“__v
surroalistic pninting nf a’ ent in “.“, ornu[q “Sevan
woman's awakoning. Prophots;” an interpretivo dis-
AWomuna Work play of the wise women of the

The oxhibit at the Charach
Gallory, located insido the Jow-
iah Community Centor, brings

'

tion i r Linda Sobamnn

not boauty.

“8he's 50 anatomically incor-
rect that sho wouldn't bo able to
walk if she were real,” said
Frank. “Girle are told in ads
from Claudia Schiffer tb Kate
Moss what they can be like, Yet
thoy’re also being told they can

anything they want to be, It's
confusing.”

Several pieces in the OCC
exhibit offer further nvidence of

with New York artist Hamoy..
For the most part, the mix is
successful,

Sylvia Nelson, gallery dlrocm
udmlu that the exhibit is nei-

Old Testament. .
Aftér a long walk through the
‘gallery, however, it's clear that

gnlhnr lpcal nrtlatA:tnrl an~ . Hamoy's other work grows tire-

some, while Soborman’a artistry

+ continues to amaze, The photos

of antique mannequina shot

through veils end other dovices

are painted and refined into

. compolling abstract figurative

exprosajons. Soberman’s
pieces are o serios of

I nor
Yet it's not vmhaut a fow sur-
prises.
The exhibit fanturos' two

. artists who fully explore their.

mediums, For Soberman, it's
photography whilo Hamoy obses-

Conversations ;...

A woman's view:
Mee-Kyung’s
Shim's
};{zunt;‘_ng At
ep O, a,
is xﬁclude&y
in OCC’s
“Qur Visions:
Women in
Art”

vas oo

shares Peace Contur and:

-Gellery's “Seeing: the World'

Through Women's Eyes.”
exhibit ia o portion of tha lnrgcr
women's art show held in cone
junction with the Fourth World
Conference on Women in Beijing,
China during September of 1996
The art work hds'bicen reduced
to a uniform size of § by 7-inch-
es. The pieces include photogra-
phy, paintings and photos of
sculptures, In gencral, the work
duplcts the struggles of womon
in their daily lives nnd theig
dreams for equality, opportunity:
and peaco, said Foan Katz of
b a

imngoes plued inside d
drowers, hung along the walls;

Through Women's Eyes
More than 300 pieces from

women of 27 countries is repro-
sentod in;Swords into Plow-

r

of the
exhibit committee. ”

*We just have to look at art’
history to realize that women's
art has been notoriously under-
valued,” sho snid.

ment striped Jews of their
rights, homes and posacsaions,
then sent nbout 76,000 to dio in
concentration camps.

In corly April, France's threa
major art muscums — the Musce
d'Oreany, the Louvre and tho
Pompidou Centor - pln;od on

that many of the art owners
probnbly perished in Nazi
campa

But Feliciano’s maticulous

resoarch uncovers the story of
the French museums' failure to
roturn thousands of pillaged
pninungs He proves his  point by

the confia-

public view a we
ings, paintings and sculptures

recovered from tha Nazis, A col--

lection of nearly 700 works at
tho Louvre included paintings by
Rubens, Bibera, Corot, Delacroix
and Roussoau, -

In his book, Foliciano claims
that the government feebly
mu:mpwd to find the ownors of
tho unclaimed works. Only 30
were wqc:_:ufully

cation and disbursement of five’

private art collections belonging -

to French Jewish familics. .
Aftor 50 years; the unvar-
nished truth about the confisca-
tion is revealed, including the
role of many silent conspiragora.
“What tho Nazis did was to try
to change history,” said Feli-
, ciano. “Because of the negligence
of auctionoars in tho_US.:\‘nd

ernment’s position, however, was

IMAGES IN LIVORY

PRECIOUS OBJECTS OF THE GOTHICE AGE

&

doME JUDGE A Book
By Its COVER.

Glimpse into the lives of the people of medieval Europe through Images
in Ivory, the first exhibition devoted to the art of Gothic ivory auviﬂg.
This rare exhibit showcases masterpieces from the greatest museums in
the world. It includes nearly 100 of the finest surviving examples of
devotional and everyday objects decorated with scenes from fomances
and popular literature of the time, as well as Biblical stories.

Apxrsstor: (Inctudes Acoustiguide reconled tour namated by Susan Scamberg, spxecial correspondens

for Naslonal Public Rediol: $3 adules, $2 children and studencs. Froe on Wednesdsys
(it eoeral muscum admision). Members loays fee.

Touns: Docent-led visits for groups of 15 or more are avallable,

To schedulc, call (313) 833-7081,

Sazurday, May 3 - Video:
Medieval Conflict: Faith and Reason,
t and 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 4 - Lecture:
Food in the Eurcpean Late Middle Ages,
2 p.m, Lecrure fallowed by sampling of medicval
dishes, 34 pm. Frre with exhibition admission,
Saturday, May 10~ Music: i
Good Neigbbors All, 1 and 2:30 p.m.
Instrumental ensemble plays medicval music.
Free with museum admision.
Sunday, May 11 - Drop-in Workl‘hop
for allages: Carving,

30-4:30 p.m.

Europe, thh chapter of history is
still opon.”

Felicidno tracas how the art
was transferred from top Ger-
man officiala to art dealers to
auction houses, Disregarding
questiona about the origins of
tho art works, houses such as

Christie’s and Sotheby’s sold

loomd art,

Aain result of hiu book Feli-
ciano has singlo handedly forced
e Fronch government to identi-

fy and show some of the looted
art, encouraged the descendants
of the rightful owners to claim
their heritage. And along the
way, he has ravlvnd a debate

about national charactor nnd
righteousnoss.

“I wrote the book for a sense of
justice,” said Feliciano,

With the looted art Wﬂl‘kl
headed to their rightful owners
and the unvarnished truth
known, maybe now time can
march on.

Do you have stories about yous;
arts group, an artist or any arts«
related issuca? Please contacst
Frank Provenzano, (810) 801:
25567, Or write to him at the
Birmingham Eccentric Newspa-
per, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham,
48009. Frank covers arts for com-
munitics in the Qbserver &
Eccentric coverage area.

Michigan Opera Theatres

Celebrohng our Grand Opening

(ELEBRATION OF THE ARTS

- : .Iune 6,7&8
Southﬁeld Centre for the Ars
3 Days of Art, Music and Funl

Spansored By The Observer & Eceentiic Newspapars |

Carving Demonstoation, 1:30-4:30 p.m. Broadway Te

Tl b, whis e e s s Gl b Hollywood Rovue Appearing s""’""’yl Juna 7th W"h

1Ll AMJ.-.,; Argust yt, 19u7, s segenssad by tbe with Oponing

Detrit Taitss of Aty s vaade posible withthe

b Nt dmemsas o oot iRt - Masaic Youth Theatro's Hes Hepuer AN Ml:mu RAMO
[ xdon far the Aesy, imdrmyes be. P i |

L e Mosals Telos Roceplion 7:00 pn.

Pandstion, 1N Saset 11, Krss Foasitivn, ibe AsiBizan Feicay, June 6th at 8:00 p.m. Tickets $25 & $30 Rosorved

Carmil for Arts pud Coltcal Affeirs snd the DIA Parader Tickets $10 - Goneral Admission
Suck

ity. 10 Detent, she e bobitive It spenreend by Cadilloe
and tiv Detroit Codiilac aelers.

D.-w'mulﬂdl«;dxwdlﬁmmmn. 1330-1340.
THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS

Wrn.eTan rieq. WeekeNns 11-3. CLowy MoN,-Tuts. 3100 Woonwand Ave. Dutsolr, M1 48202
(3131 H33-7900 OR TV % WALAIAORGIGUTIIC IVORIES

Tickets on saia NOW of the Southfield Centre for the Asts - 24350 Southfield Rd. {ust South f 10 Mile Rd,
For mone information or to ordcr by phcnc 810.424.9022. V'm m\d Mmlnrcord accepted,
afed




