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Road plan could face
rough ride in county

DY SANDRA ARMBRUSTER
OAKIAND COUNTY EDITOR

One¢ day after Gov, John
Engler announced hia plan to
bring in more funds to repair
rondls, some county officials had

stions that could indicate the

posal will have n rough ride
to the July 1 deadline {or pas-
suge imposed by the governor.

“I have real doubts about the
tax increase,” said Donn Wolf, R-
Farmington Hills, Oakland
County Board of Commissioncrs
Republiean caucus chair.

AmMOng new revenue sources,.

aceording to the plan, would be a
4Zeent a gallon gas tax hike to 19
cents. Engler predicts that will
amount to $22 a year for the
average driver.

That wasn't the only area of
concern for Wolf. “There are
rumorn the state would be tak-
ing over county roads. (But) the
devil's in the details. A lot
depends on what they would
take over.”

In recent years, officials such
astCounty Exccutive L. Brooks
Pattersen and the county raad
coinmission, Republicans like

Bront Bale
road commission manager

was cven threatened by the

state.
“He (tho governor) takes a
state view on this isaue, and 1
said

The state-versus-county road
funding isauo is alao a concorn of
Brent Bair, managing director of
the county road commission.

Under the Build Michigan If
plan of Engler, the state’s control
of roads would grow {rom 9,000
to 33,000 miles. The alse would
transfor al) atate and federal
funds thoso roads receive to the
Michigan Departmeont of Trans.
portation.

“Governor Engler is known

jonally as a ch ion of less

N Blrmin,

— Ba;

Brown Street traffic to Maplo Road.
:hBloomﬂeld To

lization, yet this prop
would produce much more of it,”
Balr said.

“Thia whole isauo mny again
come down to concerns about the
loss of lacal control. Without
wanting to appear overly critical,
1 cannot envision MDOT having
gl:‘l same levgl. of ne”nsmvlty to

take a local one,” P
in 1996. The week of the gover-
nor's announcement, the execu-
tive was in Now Orleans, accord-
ing to his office. While he was
informed of what the governor'a
plan called for, he wantod to
study dotails beforo commenting
when he returns.

Enigler, have disngreed with the
gavernor over road plans. In
March 1996, the issuc of rond
funding brought an outery over
the governor's previous plan for
road spending: Where would the
funds go — to state highways or
fotal/county ronds? A lawsuit

P; initially called for a
8,6 -cent n gallon tax increase;
however, that figure waa later
trimmed to fives n gallon, with
some of the currcnt sales tax on
gas going into the pot. Since
then he has repeatedly called on
the governor to act on a gas tax.

Commiseloner Wolf also was
concerned about *what money
would be left to go for local
roads.* He said the board would
be discussing the governor's
plan, bringing the road commis-
sion into the talks.

According to MDOT, Oakland
County revenue per mile would
increase from $7,300 to $16,029,
The governor's talking points on
Build Michigan 1I report that !.be

plen would simplify
jurisdictions” and raise fees in
non personal vehiclo areas such
as trucks.

"OAKLAND DIGEST

N

Oakland Digest provides a
summary of headline stories
fram around the county during
the past week,

BIRMINGHAM

$100 million may be sought:
Birmingham School District resi-
dents may be nsked to approve a
$100 million technology and
building renovation bond issue
Oct. 6. The majority of bond
money is planned to be used for
exterior und interior high school
improvements, while some $31
million is slnted for clementary
and middle school improvements
and technology upgrades in tho
elementary schools, The-board is
expected to vato on the final
bond amount and set a finance
plan at its May 20 meeting.

Metors take debit cards:
Rather than scrounging around
for chonge, Birmingham is offer-
ing debit cards for downtown
perking meters. The debit cards
will be on sate beginning Mon-
day at the treasurer's office,
located on the first floor at Birm-
ingham City Hall. There is a $5
ddpasit on the card and people
cgn purchase meter time in
increments of $6 to $60, The
eards were created, in part, to
accommodate drivers since the
Jgn, 6 meter increase to $1 per
hour in the core downtawn area.

Parking fec compromise:
They wanted to reduce the ‘park-
ing rate from $1 per hour at
municipua! lot number seven to
‘50 cents, but the Birmingham
City Commission scttled on 76

to serve alcohol to patrons who
are waiting for indoor seating.
While Clarkston city plenning
commiasion officials voted to
allow outdoor seating, a motion
to approve outdoor liquor sales
was defeated 3-2-1.

INDEPENDENCE

Taxes to be returned: Inde-
pendence Township officials
voted 5-2 at their May 6 meeting
to pay back the $1,08 million
accidentally captured in 1996 by

Tolecommunication Act by
rejecting various tower site pro-
posals made since 1894,

OXFORD

Water work to begin:
Progress in supplying water to
residents affected by c.ntami-
nated water for more than two
years may be slow, but it has
been measurable. Oxford Town-
ship officials recently approved
the construction of water lines to

thn" mﬂtnli‘xl.nnud mﬂf‘o{ Min- :

*_Lake Road drivers down Dixie Highwi

communitle
below: -

gham May 12, Brown Stroet
(also known ns Ring Road) between Chestar and
Pioreo will bo reconstructed duo to the eddition of aew
scwers and now pavement, The work is expected to
continue for two months, with a detour for eastbound

wnshlp — Resurfacing work s
cduled to begin this month on Square Lake Road,
botween Bloomfield Crossing and Adams Road, The
project I set to bo comploted by mid-summer.

B Farmington — Dotoriomted concroto in Elizabath

Court, Mary Court and Twia Vailey Court isbeing -

remaved and replaced, Work in in progress in Twin
expocted

lancs, ia continuing, The remaining one
h the Farmington Road

‘Halsted. i i

lladap.ndtnu,‘l‘nwmhll: ~ Whito Lake Road

ot o ha Toawal with Nalaey Hoad

A t Yy g

. and the widening to three lanes. Detours

. ay ta Andorson-

“wille until the expectod completion in November when
tha sou portion of White Lako Road
turnod into a cul-de-anc Instoad of intersocting Ander-

" Read paving and expansion work Is
progressing in many Oakland County .- -
S, Including those listed p

tion date of June 1,

struction. - PO
- @ Orchard Lako — Evergroen, a gravel rood just < -
west of Shady Booch Boulsvard, ,
wook. The profect is expectsd to be completed inone ™
-day, Lakaview, Pine Tree, and Sunbenra streots in the
RC Bankers Sandy Beech Subdivision will bo paved
1otor this month. Tho projoct is expected to fastone © ¥
wool i . e
W Orlon Towmahip ~ Tho bridges on Baldwin
Road, between Lake Angelus Road and Margan north
of I-75, are being reaurfaced with an expected comple-

2 Oxford — Contlnuation of tho 1096 paving pm]m B

,wili bopaved this

.y

Valley Court, which Is tobo completed May {5 ongolng with the final layer of roadwoy being laid |
30. In 8t. Mary's Court, work should ba complated on ths following residential roads: M‘m Dayton, -
Juns 12, and In Elizaboth Court, work ls expected to Firat, Willow, Depot, Church, Powell, Mill, East, . - M
bo completed Juna 13, Hovey and Louck. Work should be completed June 18, !
] 1 Hllls — The 1896 widening profect 8 Rochester - The first phase of the Sheldon Road
along Eight Milo, between Halsted and lon s under lon to create a bypars .\
roads, to five through tho city of Rochester, The half-mile atretchiof +
and o quarter miles throug! two-lane roadway 1v belng constructod from cast Sece  *
intersoction la. 0 be completed Aug. 22, ond Stroet to Parkdale, The roadway willbeeastof .
Intermlittent lane closurcs are g::libln. Expansion Miller and is expected to be apen for trafliodn July.:.- -
the Haggorty Connoctor (M-8} has closed 18 Mile B Roch - f Hamlin, = |
Road, batween Haggorty and Maadowbrook, until Road to a four-lane boulevard from M-59 to Cmn.:a Lt
July. When that section of roadway 14 Road is under way and is expectod to be comple Gx
betwoen Haggerty and Welch, will bo closed until July  the spring of 1998, Tha projoct will include the com-
1998, Beam repalr wo on the 10 plation of the east-west Link from the new M-59 ramp
- bridge over [-D&/1-375 with an expectsd completion of  to various busineas facllities, The roadway is cloned

Iate There will be on [-96/1- ’

route White

will be

of the
&) has closed 13 Mila Roed, betwoen

WAy regpons,
Srill

closure on east and westh

A ‘Haggerty and
Meadawbrook, until July. When that section of road-

: mmﬂaﬁ?;ylln ;15 and tlana
-hout jures o & o
estbound 19.)5; "

C (M-

and Wolch, ray ia expected fo
ok bay o

- with detours acroas M-59 and Avon Road. Tha
remalining 18 miles of 28 miles of roadway in the fol-

6-9 a.m. and 3-7 p.m. weekly, all lJanes will remain °
open. Consl on is st to be completed May 29
final eleanup by June 16, Groenflold bridge aver the
Lodge Frooway (M-10} is under conatructior) for deck
replacement wjth northbound Groenfeld closed nnd
traffic detoured along Pembroke. Lanes are expected
to recpen Oct. 30, 1897, Deterjoratod residentinl road- ~
ways on the wostern bordar of Lathrup Vilinge, east of
Borkshlire betweon Winchoster and 11 Milo, are being
roplaced with an expected complation in mid-Soptem-

. ber, Concreto sawing has begunon residentinl road-
ways, which will undergo spot concroto replacement,

- gast of Lasher and west of Arlington betwepn Winch-

.. ostar and 11 Mile. {l:mand replacement of road-

=

a |
bound 10 Mile during Three vision  lowing subdivislons are receiving a pavement ovarlay e
paving are planned to begin this month: The  or will receive the overlay later this month; Grosse B
gravel roads of Forestbrook and Grand Duke, off of Pines, Falrview Farms, North Fairview Farms, * *
Inkster Road and west of 1-696, aro being paved. Brookdale Woods No. 2, Bellarmine Hills and Hunters ™|
Detours be used within s newood, Croek. Work should be completed Juna 1. ' >
a gravel road off of Gill Road and south of 8 Mile, is 8 Bouthfield — Twelve Mile Road at Telegraph is s

ved starting 15-20. A naw wl to include a right-tum lans from cast-
of asphalt should bo added by the end of May, along bound 12 Mile to southbound Telegraph. There, will be
improvemants planned for all the intormittent lans closures, but during rush

23 with

e ay Ees

detours I‘Il' unknown

¢ during con-

the Downtown D P
Authority and owed to various
government and school bodies
along with & porcent interest. In
question is the continuation of
improvements to Dixie Highway
and White Lake Road, which are
funded by the DDA.

FARMINGTON

Meanagers train to cut
crime: Farmington Hills police
want to ensure the tity's apart-
ment buildings provide safe
housing and that managers ¢can
better screen new tenants. At
the dopartment’s invitation,
managers of 27 apartment build-
ings in the city showed up for a
free warkshop at the William
Costick Activities Center on
April 24 for training on A
screcning applicants and helping
police help them,

LAKE ORION
Road improvements com-
ing: Orion Township officials
approved a plan to improve
roads and traffic flow on several
major arteries.
Over 384.00?‘ in funding was
Towing pro-

cents. Angry C House
users staged o letter writing
campaign to return the rate to
ita former 50 cents. The core
downtown area parking rates
were changed Jan, 6.

BEVERLY HILLS

Sewer baliot sot: On Aug.
Bth, Beverly Hills residents will
Le asked to npprove an addition-
al 2 mills, or $2 for each $1,000
of taxable value, for o period of
12 years to finance road and
sewer repair and replacement.
The level of deterioration for
both rewers, in same areas, and
ronds is 80 great and the coats to
correct the situation eo large
thnt council unanimously has
copcluded the only solution ia
the millage.

CLARKSTON
Public hearing sctt R

s,

pp! for the
Jects: extending the right turn
lane on westbound Silverbell at
M-.24; adding a left turn lane
from northhound Joslyn onto
westbound Flintridge with a
traffic signal; installing culvert
and fill in the shoulder on the
aouth side of Silverbell west of
Oakland Ridge Estates; paving
the approach on to Mill Lake at
Baldwin; and investigation into
cxtonding l;tl turn lnn‘es on

oslyn to
Waldon and from castbound
Whaldon to northbound Joslyn.
Tho township board is also
considoring the widoning of
Baldwin Road.

NOVI .

Pont office traffic to casei
As part of tho renovation plan to
the Novi post office this yeer,

i are vedesigning tho

comments will be solicited about
a pmpu:md land use/mnster plan
at p June 2 meeting n‘l'l!m Clark-

parking lot and ontrance. While
there will not be a'scparate in
and out entrance, it will bo

ded idoned, said Jim

FLOD T Mul-
tijile family reaidences are pro-
poscd ot the borders of the city
along M-156 and in two or three
ather arens where upartment
cni}n])h»xun nlrendy exint. Tho
ol of the proposnl ia to culti-
vafe and encournge pedestrian
traffic through the city, said
MékKenna Associates Inc.

Cafo seaka Lo sorve alcohal:
Cinrkston Cafe owner Randy
Lincoln is seeking city approval

Asher, Novi postmastor.

ORCHARD LAKE .

AfrTouch sues over towor
sito: They've been trying to
locate a cellular tower in
Orchord Lako for tho past 2-1/2
years, but with efforts foilod
thus far, AirTouch Cellular filed
suit againnt the Clty of Orchard
Lako Village, The suit maintaina
the city violated the 1986

PRI

Pochahontas
streets. Construction will be paid
for with Michigan quality of life
bonds. Genoak Construction of
Holly, the low bidder, was
awarded the contract at
$793,267. The township and
developers ara still negotiating
to complete the water main,

ROCHESTER

Portables at school: Twenty
portable clossrooms will bo
added at Rochester High by the
yaar 2001 to holp decongest
crowded hallways. Another 10
trailor-style clasarooms will cre-
ate elbow room ot Adams High
School that same year. The dis-
trict will add portables at both
echools every year beginning in
September regardless of the out-
come of thie Juno @ bond fssue
election. It also plans to divide
Rocheator High School enroll-
ment and by 2002, the district
will operate threo high schools.

SOUTHFIELD -

Heroes to be honored:
Heroes who voluntecrod their
help during n fiery May 4 traffic
crash ot 12 Mile and Greenfield
will ba jointly honored by tho
Southfiald police and fire depart-
ments. A firm date has not been
get, but a ceremony is oxpected
later this month. Recipients
include: Philip Smith, 28, of
Independence Township, oy
Doan Frank, 62, Dr. Walter
Everett, 54, nnd Btanley
Pittman, 38, all of Southfield, as
well as David Cxarnota, 34, and
Larry Stockor, 47, of Berkley.

TROY .

Hunger walk a success:
More than $18,000 waa ralsed
during the CROP Walk May 4 in
Troy. Walkers raised money by
having sponsors pledge money
for their participation. The funds
go to hunger-related projects all
over the world.

WEST BLOOMFIELD

SMART buscs halted: The
plan to oporate s joint bus ser-
vico between West Bloomfiold
‘and Bloomficld Township was
atalled ‘May 5 by the Weat
Bloomfiold Town Board. The
board tobled the plan until Juno
2 aftor ralsing questions ahout
Unbility and responaibility of n
tranaportation cooedinator yot to
be hired.

— Complied by staff writer
Jennifer Placinto

e e s e e mmns e PRI
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BY Ti¥ RICEARD .
BTAYY WRITKR

Oakland County forces are
working quietly to pry loose
more money from the state
school aid budget for “growth”
acheol districts.

*“Two weeks from now, things
will atart to happen,” predicted
Rick Simonson, deputy superin-
tendent and legislative agént for
Oakland Intermediate School

District. N

The vehicle is House Bill 4310,
Gov. John Engler recommended
$9.02 billion for K-12 schools, up
2.8 percent over the current
year. The House raised that by
$138 miltion to $9.16 billion, ora -
3 percent hike.

But the debate is less over the
total than the parts. inside.

Schools get their aid on a per-
pupil formula based on a *blend-
od count” - part last year"
onroliment, part this year's,
Simonson said, "The money
ought to be whore tho kids are,”
he contends, pointing to Walled
Lake, which adds 500 pupils per
yenr but never recovers the

" money.

Growth arens in western -
Wayne and Livingaton counties
also would benefit along with
western and northern Oakland
County.

‘But no ono wanta to tako much |
from districts losing enrollment
because they etill havo overhead

‘Growth district .
se&‘increase in school aid

s‘_’,covlﬂ‘d‘

v

B ‘Two weoks from now things will start to hap-

ped.

.'..Thomoneyougm{obowherothoklds
- ate,!

Rick Simonso;l

—deputy director, Oakland Intermediate Schools

for gro\.vth. It should be $26.56
million inatead of $6 million,”

moatly in large cities, to lower K-
9 clasa sizes and involve parents,

Short said in public testimony » Career preparation — The
May8, - House agreed to Engler’s propos-
Now, said Short, is the time to  al for $9.5 million to coordinate
distri tional within local

1y, Michigan is now a growth
state with families moving in.
‘We have to recognize thee dis-
tricts are growing.”

Simonson sald a total shift to a
*current year” formula would
coat $80 million. It can't be done
in a single year. 8o he is hoping
for a fi hase-i i

Workforce Development Board
regions. Many traditionalists,
however, will fight the plan as
producing “factory fodder® for
corporations, -

¢ Career preparation sys-
tem — The House apecified the
elocted State Board of Education
should approve caréer prepara-

with $20 xlz;mig; or go this year.
' “¥o had 60 votes in the House

to do it,* said Simonson, with 56

l’or?lluxo.
DeGrow's panel, “which
ineludes Sen. John Sct R-

tion Engler wanta to

- give.control to the nppointed

gperlnu?ndent of public instruc-

n .

» Proficiency tests — Englﬁrﬁ

proposed ‘making the stato/

superintendent responaible fox{:
Taeti ol o~

Battle Croek, and Joo Conroy, D-
Flint, will hear more toati

“Houss deleted

'y teats, Thi
this. The Hougef
tha d v

fdad

at 1 p.m. Tuesday, May 13, and
report out tho bill a week or so
aftar that, o

“The final daision will be
made by the so-called “third
branch of government” — the

costs — and plonty of political
clout. i
Englor put in $3 million extra
aid for “growth” schools, The
House raised it to $8 milllon.
Simonson has a figure of $10
million to $20 million in mind,

Ho has allies, Republican state
Sens, Michac! Bouchard of Birm-
ingham, Willis Bullard of Mil-
ford and Mat Dunaskiss of
Orion aro working with the Sen-.
nte’s key school money man, Dan
DeGrow, R-Port Huron, chair of
the Sonate Appropriation sub- *
committeo on K-12 school aid,
Thoy nre also working with the
governor'o offico.

Another ally is Al Bhort of the_

tho atnta’s lurgent teachers
union. *We would support acatas
gorieal (line ftem in the budget)

B T T

'thambers’ versions, ' ™

Lako - ,foxf.d:s‘ﬁlcnl year starting Oct. 1.

joint House-Sonate conforence
committee that tries to compro-
mise difference between two

.- b LA

‘May 22 is:-nticther key date,
Simonson sajd, That's when top
administration and legislative

leaders hold thelr revenue esti-. -
mating ronference — a muitl-

branch, bipartisan offort to agres
on what state revenies will bo

+ Helping growth districts is just
one of many aticking points in
Michigan's largest ulnnra budget
bill, Bome others: - - . T ..

* Adult educntion — Repub-
licana last year cut it to £80 mil-
lion. House Democrats voted to
reatore it to $185 million.

« Third grade guarantoo —
Kouse Democrats. voted $10 mil-
lion for a hondful of schools,

also p t studgnts’”
transeripts will includgtheir
state proficlency tgst scores

* rather than tho _y;z'pﬁ?: “profi-

cient,” “novice™and "not yet
novice” notations. .’

. 3 schools — Engler.
wants them funded the samo as

~ public achools, up to $6,945 per .-

pupil. House Democrata capped
the allowance at $5,808 for char
tor'schools that'don'’t operate o
12th grads,rppsoning that high-
er gnrh!i ‘n#e more expensive to,
teach. .

‘Tests tested

‘Theo House Education Commit-,
tes will hold: public henrings
sround tho atate for comments
on the Michigan High School
Proficiency Tost that 11th
graders must pass’to got state

, " endorsed diplomaa. Those near<
by . Vo

. Flint — Friday, May 23, from
1-4 p.m., Erwin L. Davis Eduen-’
tion Canter, 2413 W. Maple. H
._ ® Dearbern Heights - Friday,
June €, from 14 p.m, Annapolis
High, 206829 Annapolis, !

' [



