Oakland Schools gains new deputy superintefndém?
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_ One of Michigan's most offec-
tivo lobbyists is taking an inside
Job ofter 30 years as an operative
in Lansing.

* Rick Simonson, 47, will
become deputy superintendent
for day-to-day operations for the
Oakland Intermediato School
District in Pontiac, replacing the
retiring Horm Dick.

*I started as a Houso pago 30
years ago last January, Thoy
used high school students then.
We went home the first Monday
of tho month to get assignments.
We warked oll doy and studied
at night with a tutor,” Simonson
recalled in an interview in his
favorite haunt, the rotunda out-
side the Senate chamber.

: Ho was a scnior ot Baldwin
High School, half-way betwoen
Grand Rapids and Traverso
City, when his political carcer
started.

*1 gradunted from high school

in the poorest county in the §

state, Lake, and epent most of
my adult lifo working for the
richest county in the stato, Oak-
land,” he said.

Polis by Inside Michigan Poli-

tics, conducted by politician- §

turned-seribe Bilt Ballenger, con-
sistently hove rated Simonson as
ono of the most effective govern-
mental lobbyists in the atate - at
or near first place most years.
« “Expertise, judgment ond dedi-
cation” aro_his attributos,
according to his boss, Oakland
Schools Superintendent Jomes
Redmond. “His demeanor is one
of gentle professionalism. He
docs not beat his own drum.
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_SPRING PLANT SALE

Wednesday, May 14
10a.m.-7p.m.

Thursday, May 16
10 am, - 3 p.m.
MICHIGAN
WILDFLOWERS
WOODLAND FERNS
Trillium, Bloodroot, Hepetica
PERENNIALS ¢ HERBS
MINIATURE ROSES

PRODUCTS
. ABSORTED
GREENHOUSE Pm
INCLUDING GRCHIDS
BOUTIQUE
All Proceeds Benefit

380 Lone Pine Road
Bloomficld Hills, MI

(810) 645-3149

*He is vesponsible for relationn
b Tucational T

ties and legislative offaira. He
tells the truth, not what you
want to henr. He's n good public
ypenker,” Redmond said. )
Local roporters writing state
school nid storics quote Simon-
son constantly, Where legislators
posture and local officials beat
their breasts, Simonson carned o
reputation for being the most
understandable, closest to the
truth and most mathematically
accurate.

‘After high school, Simoneon
wont to Albion Collego to earn
two bachelor of arts degrees ~ in
political sclence and econamics.
busincss, .

“I started with Sen. Don Bish-
op (R-Rochestor) and was with
him for a decado, Then I moved
to Son. Rick Fessler (R-Union
Lake) and was with him almost
a decade,” he recalled.

Fessler had been something of
a minority back-bencher in his
Houso and carly Senate service.
‘Then in 1983 voters recalled two

Demoerntic stato sonator and
turncd control of that chamber
over ta John Engler and Republi.
cons. Fesaler blossomed as'a

i choir and iator.
Insidors said Fesaler had “good
staff work.” That meant Rick
Simonson.

Simonson had a role in Repub-
lican politica, serving in the
trusted role of poarliomontarion
during internecine wars and as
state platform committeo chair.

The prospect of divided gov-
crnment doesn't daunt him,

“My firat dny in the Capitol,
Bob Waldron (R-Grosse Pointe)
was elected apenkor of the
House. There wan a 55-55 parti-
san aplit, Yot that term saw
major progress — tho income tax,
major environmental legislation,
special cducation,

“Tho 1993-4 torm wes deja vu
all over ngain,” he said. That
wana when Republicans oand

Domocrats againishared 56-65 .

control of tho HougensBut I

cxpected it to bo totally produds .

tive, and it was”

-said, “There.

wveatssassaes

His final two months na lobby-7
ist for Oakland public achools{
may bo among Simonson's mosti
important.' He is working on a!
formula to boost aid to school
districts with growing vnroll
monts amid fierce compotition
for stato monoy.

His successor haan't been;
named. yot. “There, wera 120 who;
applicd when 1 got it,” Simonson.
i will ba no shortage
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