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PUINTS OF VIEW LEYYERS
.. : ‘PlppIn’ sparks thought, kudos  dones in the guise of supporting tho arts,
Buying craze e Formiegton Eils

pushes fad to
sorry limits

{0dr children are to be loved,

\They care for us, so give lots of hugs.
‘Make them ﬁ'nl secure and true,
Ramember. we're the adults, me and you.
:—A.claptatlon of Beanio Baby poem

;wm a simple question and sho didn't expect

to get her hoad bitten off. My sister's coming
to)visit and she wents to bring a g'dt l'or her 2-
ydariold great-niece, who incid
to:be my granddaughter.

{How about a Beanie Baby? she innocently
ukcd "No,” I said emphatically. And this from
nomgone who for Valentine's Day wrote a posi-
tiye ¢olumn on the Beanie Baby fad.

+Clearly, I was seduced by the phenomenon,
in‘clllding watching hordes of parents, grand.
pirehts, children and adult collectors stalk the
néwly-stocked shelves of local atores,

t I saw ~eemed to be done with a sense
ofﬁm But more recent signs indicate that it is
getung out of line, Because the lure of those
8qft, cuddly Beanie Babies, whose heart-shaped
messages spenk of lovs, are touching off some-

. t}hng else in ndults,

i We all read about the huge traffic jams that
uncurrcd at-McDonald's franchises in some of
onr communities when they introduced minia-
tro Beanie Babies as a feature of their kids'
Huppy Meals.

! In Troy, police had their hands full. "The sit-
uhtion became very serious,” said Sgt. Mike
Kerr, "as parents weore parking on the other
side of the road and herding their little chil-
dren across fiva Janes of Rochester Road traffic.
'l',he potential was there for a serious accident.
I was just crazy.”

: Last week, in the Troy Eccentric a mom
whote with humor of her experience, of per-
siading a gift card shop owner to open up his
A!ock of Beanie Babics juat to her, To his cred-
it, he was holding a new shipment hostage
until children were out of school, because he
wnnted to make sure they weren't all bought
up by adults in the meantime.

+ Although these are for her children, ages 7,
3:and 16 months, she writes; "I cannot carry
the Beanie Bnbies through the store. I must

pay for them at the front register then drive
around to the back delivery door, "Please don't
tell anyone, I want to make sure that only kids
got these,” the store owner saya, os he hands
them aver. *I pledgo not to toll, then boldly nsk
if he'll sell me three tomorrow,” she writes.

Wo all want to do for our kids. But aren't
they also watching how wa do it? And, some-
how tho quest for Bennie Babies has altered
judgmenta,

"As sad as it may seem, a good deal of par-
enting is more about the parents' needs than
about their children'’s,” says Mary Rattner
Nave, a psychologist with Counseling Associ-
ates of Southfield.

M ¥ 8-year-old son Steven and 1, along with
my parents, saw “Pippin” at North Farm:
ington High Scheol on Friday, April 18. Prior to
sceing the play, my son and I had been listening
to the music which we both really enjoyed. Wo
saw the poster advertising tho play and immedi-
ateoly called about getting tickets, I asked about
the PG-13 rating, and after thinking about my
son’s maturity, decided to go sce it. Both ho and
1 were vory impressed by the students’ acting,
singing and profeasionalism in putting on this
play. He understood about this young man’s
search for nomat.hmg mcnningfu] for his life, It
was vcry g ht about
some acrious and very fnut.ful dxmmsmms
between us. All the situations presented in this
play are facta of life, including sex, and are sub-
Jjects that need to be faced, not denied or ignored.
I am s0 happy that you were able to bring this
play into a high school where students arenta
point in their lives whero they will be pondering
these difficult isaues. If this play opens up dia-
logue or gets people to think, I'm all for it, My
son wanted to go back on Saturday, but we
already had other plans, otherwiso I would have
taken him. I applaud everyone involved.
Sharon Betel
. Farmington Hills

Unlike the proprietor of the ab:
tioned gift and card store, a Farmington Hills
gift and card store owner took advantage of the
mania. A etore flier offered that if customers
bought $5 to $9.99 worth of merchandise, they
could purchase one Beanie Baby at the regular
price. If they spent $10 more, they could buy
two Beanie Babiea and s0 on.

Enter Judy Davids of Royal Oak who bought
cards and wrapping paper for $16 to purchase
two Beanie Babies to add to her collection of
70. She later had second thoughts about being
forced to pay for merchandise she really didn't
need to buy the Beanie Babies at the regular
price.

The State Attorney Genemla Office says it
is a violation of state and federn! antitrust
laws. Spokesman Chris DeWitt said that a
store could offer the item freé or at a discount,
but not merely contingent on buying another
product,

"When I left there (the store), I realized I
finally crossed the line in my Beanie Baby
manie," Davida said, to her credit.

Clearly, some of the rest of us need to get
our priorities in order — me and you.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent is former managing editor of the Eccentric

- You can on this column
by callmg (313)963-2047, Ext. 19.97

Battles brew after Engler

1s driven to concrete actlon

ou've really got to hand it to Gov, “Pothole
John Engler.
! After montha and months of| getﬁng pounded

onthestawof"' higan's roads, the g
ﬁ;nnlly came up with a package of tax increnses
ahd structural reforms coherent enough to be
céilled *bold” and “creative” by his apologists and
a.betrayal of his tax-cutting record by his crit-
i¢a. The governor's plan would:

3 *Raise $700 million in new money for rond
repair and construction, including a four-cents a
gnllon increase in the fuel tax and continued
pressure on Washington to jigger the formula
fér distributing federal rond money in Michi-
gan's favor,

E *Change the system of governance for Michi-
gan road work by putting some 23,000 miles of
npajor local roads under state governance rather
than counties and cities. The idea is to create
ekonomies of scale and to force county road com-
rhisgions to lot road repair contracts by cnmpotl-
tive bids.

E  Introduce choice into the Michigan auto
ipsurance market. Insurance would stili pay for
detual damages and medical costs from acci-
denu hut drivers could choose whether to buy

for i gible costs such as
"pmn and uull'enng Best estimates are that .
such skinnied back insurance coverago would
mvo an average of $110 a year per policy holder.

' That Engler would have to come up with
aomnthlng on roads became inevitable the day
Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson
fhfuriahd the govemnr by posing for news pho-

le and holding a
sign ing his t'c]lnw publican: “Govérnor

- How about thia pothole.”

' It's an axiom that politicians have plenty of
ﬂ'eedcm to maneuver when the issues at hand
dro complicated and abstract enough to glazo
tha oyes of an average voter. But the corollary
u that when the issues got simplo and concrete
- hitting a big potholo every time you drive
homu from work being the instant example —
nny politicinn worth his salt had bettor start
bearing down.

i The governor knows thia at the vary core of
His being. And whother or not ha decides to run
for a third term, he most certainly docs not
want to go down in Michigan history as *Pothole

John," tho governor who wuuldn't do anything
qbout the ronde.

i I'd guoss now that the very thing that has

terrorized the political class in this state for
months — a tax increasel — will likely be over-
shadowed by the fights over tho other compo-
nents of the governor’s proposal. Two ﬂghu are
obvious, and a third one should be,

Counties and cities are going to scream
bloody murder about the prospect of losing local
control over roads and repairs. Qakland Coun-
ty’s Patterson, for one, belioves the governor
wants to abolish county road commissions and
leave control of all road spending in the hands
of Lansing bureaucrats. As of now, I'm inclined
to agree with him.

“Auto choice” insurance will, of course, Izo
hated by the trial lawyers, who benefit primari-
ly from the present system, which virtually
invites exponsive litigation. There is now a fair
amount of evidence that as much as haif of
pain-and-sufforing awards go to lawyers on both
sides, Taking away some incentives to suo and
saving on insurance bills ought to malke any
red-blooded Lansing lawmaker drool, but we
shall see.

The fi, l‘ght that ought to take place has to do
with t.hu ahnmefully high lond limits on trucks

roads, Most engi
u:sﬁfy itis the pounding administered by the
heavily laden 18-wheelers that really has done
in our roads.

‘The governor finessed this topic last week
with a one-liner about preferring not to talk
about weight limits, but if he really wanta to do
something (ahem) concrete to keop our ronds in
good repair he ought to (ahem) scale this public
policy issue.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that

. owns this netwspaper. His Touch-Tone voice mail

number iz (313) 963-2047 ext. 1880.

Sexual content inappropriate

'd like to respond to your May 1 articlo and

editorial re: the recent “Pippin” production at
North Farmington High School.

First, the article stated that Mr, Cobb also

oversaw the production of “Pippin” M Yeara ago

at the samo school, Well? One

248 is only the beginning -

00 many local homes and businesses have "

had to tolerate three area codes and two zip
codes in less than three years becauso certain -
peoplo at the telephone company and the post
office are reacting when they should be plan.
ning.

Thu 248 area code change by no means will be
the end of the nonsense. Los Angeles now has "
nino area codes (yes ninel) and there are contin-
gency plans for more. Phone company gurus are
also advancing four digit area codes and eight - -
digit telephone numbers as “the most practical
solution” to their problem. Always “more num-
bers.” Like a mantra!

All of this is a little much for those in the pop-
ulation who can remember the good old pre.1947
days of no area codes. Not long before that there
were no dial phones, a pleasant voice greeted
you with “Numbaer please,” information was free;
and there were no monthly phone billa at mil-
lions of homes that had nickel pay phones,

Many of the current problems are caused by
"dedlcnted lines for beepers, cell phones, fax

gabby teen-agers, and tele- -
phone il nlthough not noces-
sarily in that order.
For the inevitable next round of ¢h the .

mental giants at Ma Bell might consider using .
ane meaningful suffix inatead of more gibberish.
prefixes, and then make an attempt to reduce .
the number of different aren codes. Wouldn't it .
be :

how this year’s production differed from the ear-
lier one. I think this question still needs to be
answered.
Secondly, I seriously take issue with your edi-
torial that implied that criticism of the pluy was
“an exampla of how the arts can be k

to have one area code for the
Detroit metro area and another code for the “rest
of Michigan?” Likewise for the Chicago, L.A.,
Boston and other motro areas,

There's no reason st all why a person's only
telephone number couldn’t be followed by some

applaud Mr. Thill's April 24 letter! He had the
guts to state publicly what many of us think:
that the sexual content of the play was inappro-
priate for a high school stage.

Finally, don't mistake the few complainta
received as a sign acceptance. The majority of
people 1 have talked to about this do not want to
see our high acheols doing plays with sexual (or
violent) content that warrants a PG-13 (or any
other) rating: Kids are growing up toa quickly
already in today’s socicty, and having high
school kids simulate sexual intercourse on stage
is yet another sad example of this.

1 hope this is not what our ' con-

ingful letter, for H (4) for the

home teleph W (8) for workpl

phone, F(3)

for fax machine, V (8) for vehicle phone, P(7) for -

pager, C (2) for cellular telephone, K (6) for kid's
phone, and N (6) for nanny’s phone or some
other logical arrangement.

Is it absolutely necessary to have 10 or 12
digit number “codes” to accomplish & domestic,
connection or forward a simple message when
something else like “englerjohn@aol.com™ works
80 well locally or even internationally i in nnuthar
medium?

Richard Ro-enbnugu,

Vo Birmingham

A savings account
that brings out
the animal in you.

That’s a first.

The FirstRate Fund helps you store your savings and
gives you access to it ~Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall.

The speciat high rates for FirstRate Fund are tied 10 the 13-Week
Treasury Bill Just keep a minimum balance of $10,000 and you could
earn an APY of 515%. And your money will be FDIC-insured. If you
currently have a FirstRate Fund, bring in a copy of this ad and make an
additional deposit of $5000. If your new balance is $10,000 or more,
you'll also earn this borws rate.

At First of America Bank we work harder to help you stash your
money — a fully-iquid, no-risk, high-interest savings account with no
monthly service fees. You'd be ruts 1o keep your mongy anywhere clse,
Just call 1-800-222-4FOA or visit a First of America Bank branch today.
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