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Holocaust victims seek money due

Bfﬁmm PLACINTO

J‘ho firet of its kind in Michi-
gnn, a Conferonco on Compensa-
tion for Holocaust Survivors in
Sduthficld is expected to draw
redord numbers this Sunday.

With a large number of influ.
enunl Holocaust survivors in tho
Detroit area and older survivors
who need monay to pay for
ndcessities, organizor Fran Vie-
tor-of West Bloomficld said, “It's
hkoly to be tho largest confor-
oRce on componaation in the
cauntry.” The event could draw
from 400 to 800, Victor said.

The event follows action this
yoar by tho Swiss government to
pravide @ restitution fund, now
tntn]mg $180 million and grow-
ing:™, . . for needy surviving vie-
tims of tho Nazia or their heira,*
according to a May 1997 Dopart-
mint of State report.

“There's a tremendous outery
right now that ‘these are our

funds and they have been

stolen,™ Victor said.

‘Tho conference is scheduled
from 1-3:30 p.m. Sundny, Moy
18,.at Congregation Shaarey
Zedek on 11 Mile, west of
Labser,

>It's been 52 yeara since the
end of the war,” said Victor,
“Fhere's such a smoll window of
timie that we're going to be able
ta reach theso survivors, They'ro
dying cvery day.

-Survivors who attend the free
ovent will learn about the efforts
to help thom both through pri-
vate attorneys and representa-
tives from the Claims Confer-
ence Article II Fund, an organi-
zation that limits the ability to

file claims to those receiving an

. annual income of $16,000 or lcsa

per individual or $21,000 or less
per family, according to Eliza-
both Trotyakova of the Now
York City-based Claims Confer
once,

Income-based clmms bringa
this argument from Viétor:

“Why should income be an
issun in torma of compensation?”
Victor said, *“Most people lost
their entire familics. Thoy auf-
fered the unbelievable obuse and
torturo of concentration campa.”

Southfiold residont Martin
Adlor is ono of those survivors.
The oldest of fivo children, tho
only reason he lived through tho
Holocnust is because he was
advised to lie about his age,
telling Nazi soldiers he was 16-
years-old instead of 14. Ho was
sont off to work instead of his
death.

Now a sucwu(’;l business

try. I'm grateful that the Jows
are no longor sccond-class or
third-class citizens.”

‘The conforonco will foature a

prosentation by attornoy
William Marks, founder and
principal of Tho Marks Law
Firm, o Washingtan, D.C.-based
law firm specializing in Ilolo-
caust -related claims. Marks
works to increase health pen-
sionae for survivors, reactivate
claire for those survivora who
previously appiied for this pen-
sion but were dehied, and to pur-
sue claims of German social
Bocurity, property restitution,
slave labor and Swma bank
inquires,
. Marks was part of the onginnl
U.8. litigation team working
with the Swiss governmeont to
open records of survivor asscts
boing held in Swiss banks.

Victor, prosident and executive
of Victor/Harder Productions in
Waost Bloomfield, will addrees

ownor of Dy n
Hamtramck, tho 67-yenr-old ie
receiving some compensation for
his loes. But he would like to
know more about the linbility of
the company his father worked

for since he was killed by a Nazi -

soldier while on the job,

Describing compensation as
only “sgverance pay, which is no
comparison at all for that,” Adler
said, “People were displaced
from their homes and they were
all , ., . tortured and they were
scared for their lives, Only a fow
aurvived.'

Deapite the horrors, Adler is
thankful for the life he has lived.
“Life is a_miracle,” ho said. “Tho
question is not how long we live,
the questian is how did we live.
I'm grateful | live in a free coun-

tho audionco. She was an inter-
viewer for Steven Spiclberg's
Survivora of the Shooh Visual
History Foundation, on educa-
tional project to record firsthand
tostimonies of Holocaust sur-
vivors,

Transportation {s available
from the Joewish Community.
Center, on the cornor of Maple
and Drake in West Bloomfiold,
and JCC's Jimmy Prentis Morris
Building on 10 Mile, east of
Groor field, in Ook Park. Buses
will <lopart for Congregation
Shaarey Zedek at 12:30 pm.

For more information, call
Victor at (248) 639-4610 or the
Holocdust Compensation Confer-
ence line at (248) 661-3008.
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Apply by phone fora home equity loan,

Tired of people asking you for money on the phone? Well, now it's your turn.
o Just call NBD, seven days a week, and apply for a home oquity loan right over
mmmaubonkupmxmormmaequnymmymwu-
catlon fees or closing costs, And NBD will refund your first
month'snterestup to $300. Not bad for fust talking on the
pmne.d-rvwzmymomummmm
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