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- Ask and you shall receive - at least
that's how it works in the You Ask col-
umn_we will be featuring regularly in
the Observer & Eccentric, Here are the
questions you asked of Michigan Gover.
nor John Engler. He sat down with Spe-
cial Projects Editor Margaret O'Bricn in
Southfield Monday to give hia answers.

™ Whynm the welght limita eo high

u on-the loads our trucks aro hauling
through our stato? -

Bill and Mary McCauloy

Southfield

A “They were set some ynnrn ago and
= thoy were sct as part of the decision
to mqulm more axles; 50, the weight per
axlo isn't considered high, But, there nre
more axles allowed, In recognition of tho
fact that trucks do do more damage to the
ro. cars, we are recommending, as
part of our transportation package, a alz-
nificant increaso in truck registration foes
and increnses in specific charges for over.
weight or oversizo vehicles, So, wo're try.
ing to make sure trucks do pay their fair
share. In addition, I signed, in December,
legislation that eliminated a discount that
had previously been given for diw:l fuel,
whlch is the fuel trucks operate on.”

()= Would you consider using prisonera
= for ropairs on our road crows like
lhey do in southern states?
Mu-jorio Mugherian
¢ : « Farmington Hills

A. “Well, they have a little difforent
= situation, of coursc. They'ro work-
Ying on roads year around down there. Wo
«don’t quite have the same ability ... some
..nl‘ their weather is probably temperate
".enough that they can probably keep them
outside in camps, We use prisoners at the
,.present time to build sidowalks and do
" ‘some other work. Also we're very careful of
what prisoners we use bocause we don't
.want dangerous, violent prisoners out
“where they can have nceess to the commu.
nity ... I do favor making prisoners wark.
We have worked very hard trying to
expand the number of opportunities where
- we ean put prisonors to work. It's good for
them and helpa them mako a little money
- to pay room and board or sgnd to the fami.
. ly to help support them.

» What are you going to do abaut
g l those Birmingham

nta who are
go ng to uxempt theh‘ kids, no matter
..what, from the state proficiency test? Are
iy;uu willing to take the test yourself and

ave your results published? e
K : Geoff Luckersham
Troy

““I'm’ willlng to have my childrin
R take the exam, And, I think that all
.children’ ought to be tu)dng the exam. It
1 swas'developed (by) teachers and educa-
1.torn, ‘who developed the test In conjunction
the Department of Education, so I'm
uum they did the best job thoy could on it.
. Though, there is a recognition that any-
ﬁme you start o test that there are going
to be some difficultics with that and that

school districts would reccive an increuso
in funding in thoir district found

(0F)a9

invalved in the dnbnte - whlch would
allow

cling, so it puzzles us when wo read that
ollows Canada and acveral

grant, equal to or greater than the cost of

inflation, When will you offer o budget

that pravndcs all public school districts

increases in their foundntion grants that
ot least keep pace with inflation?

Joscph and Pauline Koenl;{ulmochl

. ‘est

or
to be nhlnw

commercial or lnduulnnl
have somp choico as to thoir

ndjulmng states to huul their trash into
We don't

source in order to take advantago of the
lowest possiblo rates. Wo'ro already soeing
today in Michignn that many of the larger
industrial customers liko tho automobilo

A. “Wo'll bo spending $640 million
® more on public education next year,
That increase is grenter than the entire
budget for all of Michigan's community
colleges and the Dopartment of State
Polico. So, it's a sizable incresse in the
education budget. I think {t will continue
to ensure that there is adoquate funding
for all of Michigan students, And, in fact,
Michigan, like Ohio faces o future where
its funding for education is secure and out
of the reach of state and federal judges. In
Ohio, thelr curront system of funding
higher cducation has been rulod unconsti-
tutional and they're trying’to structure
brand now plan. We've avolded those
kinds of pmglomn and wo're closing tho
Bap ... not overy district is able to spend
what the Weat Bloomflold school district
spends, .., We've come up to the point
where every student in Michigan is'in a
di::“rict sponding at least $5,000 por
Py

w How do you justify Propclnl A,

aro into long-term
contracts to guerantee their rate, Those
aro contracts that, currently, the individu-
al consumer, like tho quostioner, do not
have the ability to enter into. And I think,
Just as wo saw whon naotural gas was
doregulated a faw yoars ago, that wo
od up with great price stability and, in
fact, sow decreascs in price. I think tho
same will eventitally becomo the case with
respect to eloctrical power.”

= Under what authority did you givoe

. $55 million to Detroit without any
of tho Legislature or tho voters?

. Elalno Qaulder

West Bloomfield Township

A. “Under um autharity of the Legiala-
ture, actually, It was a decision

by the Slrnorlc Fund board which is

appointed by the decido

governor.
monies that have been appropriated or
recei te are expendod. In this
case, monies that came from gambling on
Indian reservations as a result of & negoti-
ated scttlement in the fadera) courts, were

A. “Its hardly that at all, In fact, one
u only needs to look at Ohle where
tlu:lr entiro system of education has been

ed as unconstitutional or New Jer-
sey, where that previously happened, or in
any other state, We now have a system of
funding public education which allows for
all students to be in schools that arc ade-
quately funded. And 1 dm\t think thm ia

all students are cnhded lo a quality cdu-
cation. I think that is a very

= which in thoory is somewhat social- mmnmtmaunwnmnunmpwrtonho
istie, to your party » new stadium to be
Buranne Oxmer { made, And thut waog the docision of the

Beverly Hills | strategic fund . I felt as long as the

state would not ba in tha construes

tion of the stadium or the operation of the

d tho logic to

Ruth Clark
Farmington

A “Ono haa to read the Supremo Court
u decision (of) n mo involving Michi-
gan's law, which was had been very strong
in ita limits on the importation ofwnsm into
Michigan, and that was struck under tho
argument that it was a violation of the fed-
cral constitution and the commerce clouse,
Wo have, auhmqunnt lo thnt Supreme
Court decision, boen in Congress lobbying

for legislation that would nlluw states Io
have more control over their borders. To
date, wo have boen unsuccessful in passing
that legialation, but it remains a very high
priority and ';'mncdxlng that I have lohblald

eguuanwwvrkmhmum 1 hope the
peoplo interested in this tapic will tako tho
tims to writo o letter to their congressmen
and senators urging their support.

Q. Why did you run for Governor?
L]

HKrysta Daly
Farmington Hills

o
this policy. Can you explain?

A. “In 1990 I became a candidate
» becausc I was convinood I could doa
better job thon the person that was in the
offico, I had a lot of experience in govern-
ment. There were a lot of ideas I had and
o lot of things I wanted to do. And, I
wu frustrated as o membor of thn

stadium that a grant for the infrastructure
« somo of the roads, some of the sewers,
some of the cavironmental cleanup ... it
in the same light (s gran!
regularly made for plant and industrial
investments.)®

w Michelle's commitment to volun-
tearism, why in u-m anﬂy Indnpc::-ndxenne
or

Q. Knowing the governoru and

part of our democracy.”

» What do you plan to do regarding

u the Michigan Mandate for specinl

education? Wo'd like to know if you're even
considering the poasibility of changing it.

Jill Meyers

Farmington Hills

'Cummly. Michigan hn ane of the

ing their volunteer program now, when
should be capitalizing on the
publmty from the volunteer summit?

Marilyn Droz
Fnrmmeton Hills

A “Well, Indeed wo m wmuﬂmng on

» the publicty and there ate no plans
el minltc

anrvicu witn the anily

A 1 man.

dated spcclnl education programs in the
nation. And wo are continuing that. I
think, i ingly, there are

that the cost of special education s mak-
ing it the priority of education’to the'detrl.
ment of education of children who may bo
academically talentad or even goneral edu-
cation programa. I think that there need to
bo efforta to continue to strike an appropri-
ato balance. At this point, there are no
suggestions that s) education services
be curtalled or any mandate be dropped.

» Why are we lghoms to pass a bll]

" there will be,
'in tho cxamination as its mven 1 the second
stime in the coming year, I think it's impor-
«tant to bo able to holp people understand
$-where they measure up and I think it's
important, oven for achools like Birming-
ham, to know where they compare ...
w As parents of children attending
- public schools in Oakland Cuun!‘y,
weo want to express our.concern that
state has not been honoring its pmm(so
that, with the passage of Proposal A, all

" o power

when it's going to be disadvantageous to
the consumers in Michigan?

Joseph Pavco

Farmington Hills

A “Well, I don't think anyone is sug-
» gasting wo derogulate power com-
panics, Well still have tho Public Servico
Commission. But what is being talked
about is a strategy that somo states have
alrendy been moving forward an - and
Mlehignn hos already been very much

Agency. We
have a question that t.he
director of the agency is
looking at, and I'm sup-
portive of that review,
‘Tho issue js thisi Ini -
some offices we havo
‘positions that arc fund-
ed for a volunteer coor-
dinator. The queation
that's been raised is,
couldn’t we more auc-
cessfully integrato the
volunteer activities of
the FIA with the volun-
teer possibilitics of the
community by working
the local - volunteer
offices when those are
in existence. In many
communities wo don't
have thoso offices or
nccess to the office may

be difficult.

» We in Form-
u ington have
atrict rulea on recy-
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that some of
nwef. serious lems weren't being
1 (elt if I got alected 1
could do namcl.hing about them, Tve
had tho good fortune to sce some of
mydreams a8 gwernnr.
a Will you bo runmnx fora

- term and on what fac-
tors will you bose y:l‘l" decision?

1 Dorfman
Farmington Hills

A “I've not decided. Michelle and 1
e _are talking about that at the pre-
sent time. The major factor ia what

i the best thing for our
family - for our
three

daughtera, From the atandpoint of the job
itsclf, T've cnjoyed the job very much, While
wa've accomplished a lot, there are many
thinga I'd like to continus to work on. I'm
very challenged everyday, so I'm not the
least bit tired of the job of gavernor, But, at
the samo time, I have family considerations
now that weren't pmwnt in the pnst and
that doca change the decision for me.*

Q- What's now with tho triplets?

Sharon Slcbodn
West Bloomficld *

A. “Just their vocabulary, which contin-
= ues to cxpand, and their repertoire of
songs and how much fun they are = which
secms to be increasing every week.™

» You've becoma n'national figure in’
» tho Republican party, Are you plan- .
ning to run for presidnnt or aiming for same

other national
port? Ginn Dcllrinut
Waterford |

A. ;'l’m atill trying to figure out what
"

'm geing to do in 1998.”
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