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0 halt su1c1de

I aa big ruaponmbxhty belng a fnund these
dpysv—- ospecially if you're a young peraon,
Wept Bloomficld High School teacher Hnmot
an.n mmmded me,

: Mazahas the udvnntugo, responmblmy and
ﬁnh!ege of talking to young peoplo in her high -

dchool journalism and English classea every day.

“Wa talk to our kids in school about what it
mcnnn to be a true friend," Maza aaid.

ﬁ'or high school, and I'm sorry to say mlddle
qchpol students these days, the responses can't
Songe mmly to questions like: What do you da if
you kpuw your friend is on drugs? What do you
do {f you know your friend stole something,
sldpped school, is engaging in unsafe sox? What
do you do if he commits suicide and you had no
)dea or didn't recognize that he was so bled?
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Give our teens

Orion aren within a nine-month peried.
As thoso communities searched for waya to con-
front tho problem, they found other teens who
admitted their own nttempta to harm them-
sclves."Thia problem isn't a school problem,”
said Oxford Schools Suponntendent Manon
Gi lia, “It's a
And some people in our townu are rising to
meet it. Oxford and Lako Orion schools have
expanded counseling efforts and the community
has formed a task fum to bnng adults, parents
and In H:lll
paychologist has Imgun o teen support group.

050 are hypotheticals. All excopt the last
family, and faculty

4t West Bloomfield High School are mourning
the dedth of Bén Markey, a popular student,
Who took his own life lnst week on an otherwise
drdinary Monday afernoon in May,
. It's a scenario they wish they had the power
w change, wish away, forget.
+ Markey, who woild have been 17 this week,
&me alone after school to an cight-story park-
ing structure ot Larned and Griswold streets in
downtown Detroit where he and his friends
dften skateboarded. Markey apparently jumped
from the structure; his skateboard was found
Rext to him on the ground. A witness told
Delroit police that the teen sat on the roof fnr 10
x_nmutea before jumping.

+ "I think there was no way any of us could tell .

;hnh was going to happen,” his friend and class-
tnate Meghan Busch said. "He didn't share any-

thing with his friends, He always had this won-

derful smile.”
i But now, Busch says, You have to notice peo-
glc like that, Their pain is too decp down.”
National statistics on teen suicido are I'nght-
qnmg It has increased more than three-fold
qQver tho last 40 years, Between 600,000-800,000
Young peaple attempt suicide each year. More
--¢han 6,000 succeed, In Qakland County, at least
: BB teenagers havo cormmitted suicide sinco 1990,
, tho ‘dida
nanes ‘ofstories on teen’ suiudu in Onklnnd
Country The articles were prompted by thrv.'u
qumdcs by young people in the Oxfordenko

At dinner one night, talk turned to the
paratist movement that failed by an eyelash
take the (French-speaking) Province of Que-
out of the (bi-lingual by law, English-speak-
ig by fact) Cnnadzan nation. Some representa-
tiye quotes:

: 1“In the bara in Quebec City, thny call you an
‘E glish dog’ if they decide you'ronot a ﬁ'nn-
cophone (French spenker),

! ¥Ry lawin Q\mbcc all signs are in French.
All the Englmh-upenkmg business and profes-
d:onnl people ars moving out.”

. *If the vote had succceded, I auppose we'd
hnvu had to call out the army. There’s no way
wure going to break up our country.”

i Hero in Michigan, just over the border from
¢n.hada it’s a littlo unsettling to hear otherwise
calm and reasonable people speak casually
dbout calling out the army. But it's a perfect

le of how i diary ethnic and ]
politics can become, even in a country as super-
ﬁdnlly phlegmatic in charactor and mostly
homog'eneoua ln race as Canada,

: Now think nbuut hnw explosive such polihca
can be in'a copntry as heterogeneous as our own
+-a eountry thh an immigration law that, ..

_by 2050 will

) nmduce this demographic lmx

In Bloomfield T p, Rabbi Daniel Syme
of Temple Beoth El has established a six- week

Reld: lntelllgence, Integrity

he voters of Farmington Public Schools will

on June 9 select two citizens to serve as
board members for the next four years. All
residents of the districta havo an important
responsibility to familiarize themsclves with
tho qualification of each of the three candi-
dntes so that a truly informed choico can be
made on June 9,

My service ns a board member from 1978 to
1985 gives mo a perspective based on eight
years of experience. For whatever it {s worth [
want to sharo that with other voters in noxt.
month's election.

I suggest school electora give favorable con-
sxdcmt&un to the outstanding qualifications of
Frank L. Reid. It was my good fortune to work
with Frank on a school planning committee "
during the 16 months, Frank clearly displayed”
intelligence, intellectual integrity, humor, peo-
ple skills, and Jast but not Jeast, humility. -In
short, I bellevo ho is someone who does his
own thinking, but at the samo time would
work very well with the other trustees, the

dmini ion, and the i

Dick Wallace
Farmington Hills

pilot course, offering hope and
to teens and parents as an antidoto to suicide.
To him, it's very personal, His bmt.her, Michael,
committed suicide at age 21.

*I tell kids that once you're dead, youm
dead," Syme said. "Suldda in u pumanont solu-
tionton
can pass with lea But kids don't Have the

that those thoughta pass. So you
have to hc]p thcm a]ong

Sym the to
Onkland .County high sc.hools and other commu-

nity groups. The goal is to give people education *,

and insight to keep a tragedy from occurring.
*The overwhelming number of these kida don't
‘want to die,” Syme said. “Thoy just want help.”

Although help is available, young people’and
the friends that care about them often are the
last to avail themselves of it. Oakland County's
Common Ground has a 24-hour Crisis Line,
(248) 466-0909, manned by trained pemunel
But programs director Joanne Lindensmith said
teens contemplating suicide "don't always sharg
with their friends,” she says. “What we worry
about is once they do share it, friends are often
afraid to break their confidence.” .

Maza knows what she's talking about. It's
tough being a friend — especially if you're young
person., Let's give them all the tools we can,

Judith Doner Berne, a West Eloomﬁeld regi-

: 'danf' “ts former managing edilor of the Becentrc

3

You can on this column
by callmg (313)953 -2047, Ext. 1997 ,

Common tongue un1tes us

WB had some visitors reeently ‘from Toronto. -

PHILIP POWER

more than 89,000 immigrants moved to Michi-
gan. In a representative sample, they came
from: Iraq (8,882); India (7,674); Mexico {8, lIB),
former Soviet Union (5,437); Canada (5,392);
China (4,396); Vietunm (8,843); Poland (8,240).
Quite & mix.

1t's not surprising w sca notices in Japnnese
in Auburn Hxl!s, grocery atores fentunng Indian
food inF n and Arab markets in Dear-

'l'hn clash botweon what wo have been and
what we are bceomingu the most intense in our
achools, ntill etruggling to help make Americans
out of isaive waves of and still

fon and realism.
Somo advocates argue pasaionately that

. ®Less than half Europ: s

. W 25 percent Hiapanie. !

- W 12 percent African American. . .

- M The rést a mix of Asians, Nnhva Amerm\nx
" gnd people of mixed race,

¢+ Uniquely in the world, America is cultum
lﬂmtu built not on a shared history buton a -
promised future. The American Dream — if you
Work hard and play by the rules, you and your
fhmily wil) become more prosporous than ever
n your genetic blswry - in ptill nhvn
nnd kicking.

» *We'vo never had Lhis kind of dwamty
befum,- sayn Loyola University sociologist - -
?hlllp Lyden, “and noither has anybody else.
The'big queation of the next century is, what
Rind of soclety is America going to be?”

+ “The country’s going to balkanized,” pred;clq
Wllllum Froy, the respécted director of the Uni-

dlmity of Michigan’s Population Studiea Center, -

» The parts of the country most affected will bo
t)w Weat and thn Northcum., with the Midwest

ding to the U,

tion and Naturalization Service, from 1991-98,

whitgs. :

8. Immigra-"

hing kids, who speak. little English, in their
native language preserves the Integrity of their

* cultures and gives them a needed lift toward

fluency in English. Some years ago, this line of
thought went so far in Ann Arbor (where else?)
that some black parents sued the school district
to require “Black English” ("Ebomee. in racent
wrms) be mught to black kids,

I can' t agtee. Snro, wo ought to give kids who

. can’t speak Englioh 4 holping hand while

they’re leurning, But to do anything moro is .
just going to hurt them. At the end of the d&y.
they’ll have to learn English in order to partici-
pate fully in the society to which they (or their
pavents) wanted willingly to come, -~ -

The ono thing that unites this country that is

" moro hoterogencous than any other in history is

the English lnnguage. Doing anything to reduce
this common bond is to play-with fire. .

Phil Power is chairman of the

_Great job on WalkAmerlca

n behalf of the March of Dimes Birth

Defects Foundation, I would like to take:
this opportunity to thank the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers for doing such a great
Jjob of covering WalkAmerica, which took place
on Sunday, April 27, in Farmington Hills.
Thia event really is a hometown effort, and it

. should be said that we could never do it with-

out the' help of the wonderful Farmington walk
route volunfeers, Over 1,100 walkers raised
more then $100,000, In snut.heaat Michigan

LETTERS

" thank our Army National Guard volunteers for

+ a froo message offered to wnllmnl by Irene's .
. Institute of Myomasasology. Exotic Rubbar &

" Neriies shrwd aomathlng new this year. As
‘served more 1,500 hot dogs and Pepsi to par:

: tunes, and the Note Poets ‘who performed orig-
“ Hadji from 28.3 FM the Planet, and Lomas

their help with applying water at every chuck-
point, |

Walkers raved about the special treats pro- -
vided by our checkpoint sponsors; Frontier
C ications, tha Tolephono Pi
Sprint, K-Mart, Canton Distribution Centor,
the Kroger Company, Bruegger's Bagels, the
Florida Department of Citrus, ant Big'Apple
Bagel, Many thanks to the local businesses
who nliowcd us the use of Lhe(r pmperly for:
the check Ki:
Hamilton Houso - Assisted meg Services, |
Farmington Public Schools and Dave Devmy.
maintenance supervisar at O. E, Dunkel Mid.
dlo School, and Mjchignn National Bunk. °

Foll thu walk, icil were Able
tu ubtain pod)utry care complimenta of Dr.
1ol Sl iates from -

Botsford Hospital, and many took advantage of

Plastics and tho firms of Dan Nemes, Tom
Nemes, John Nemes, and Charlie and Joe

Hoapitality Tent sponsors — they cooked and

ticipants after the walk. Our thanks to Pepsi
and the Kroger Company for their donationa.
Entertainment during lunch was provided by
the always delightful Mrs, Michigan, Kary-
nann Fahoone, who sang country/western

inal selcctions from thejr iew CD. Nic and

Brown from the Michigan Disc Jockey Net-
work, nlso dida grentjob with the show.

1 want to extend iny sincere npprednhon to
the staff of Onkland Community College
Orchard Ridge Campus for all of t.heix' halp
with WalkAmerica. A special thanks goes to
tha city of Farmington Hills, Special Services .
, Parks Division for providing the .

more than 17,000 walkers and
raised $1.4 miilion in 14 separate walks,

I would like to thank the Mayor of Farming-
ton Hills, Aldo Vagnozzi, and the beautifu? city
of Farmington Hills. Another special thnnks
to the Farmington Hills Police Depart:
and to the Oakland Community Ccllexe Public
Safety officers for safely guiding the walkers
along the eight mile route. We were most
grateful for the participation of the Farming-
ton Hills Fire Department Paramedica who
volunteered their time to provide first aid for
walkers at eight Jocations along the route.
Kudos to the Farmington Hills Amateur Radio

showmobile stage, and for saving the show
that morning with a generator from their
department when ours quit just before show
timo,

‘The March of Dimes Birth Defects Founda-
tions’ Campaign for Healthier Babies would
like to see that every baby has a healthy start -

. onlife. WalkAmerica is the March of Dimes'

biggest fund-raiser and contributes up ta 50
percent of all the money raised nnnunlly to
support programs of community services, advo-:

. cacy, research and education to prevent birth

dufm and reduce infant mortality,

" Club members who kept everybady in touch Maggie Chmp.m
" with each other throughout the day, and to the P 1 Hills WalkAmerioa Route’
Civil Air Patrol volunteers for helping out with Coordinator!
every facet of the event, We want the T E—— :
n— :
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Michigan Nationaf's RatePLUS Savings

h

rate of interest competitive with the best national money market mutual funds.
Now, we guarantee it. Here's how it works:
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the RatePLUS minimum balance
4 any of our financlal centers
* And, much more .

Solid Thinking. Smart ldeas.

For information calls

Your rota is based on the average of over 800 leading money market mutual
fynds. And, unlike other investment options, you have easy daily accesa to
your money. That's the Rate, Here's the PLUS. You also enjoy:

* Low minimum balance options stmlng at just $6,000

» Checking free of regular monthly service charges when you maintain

* Easy access to your accounts by phone, ot an ATM, by PCorat

Call today., We'll show you how your returns can go up.
Without tying your money down. Only at Mnchlgan Nallonnl

owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tonc voice mail
number is (313} 953-2047 ext. 1880.

i .

1-800-CALL-MNB ﬁ
. ® . H
, , Michigan
B EPNEN, National
y that 5 ) watpas f—mm&lu -
™ - AN Tasatie 30 doy

P Lhece o)

1
1
v
N
'
-
>
H
'
‘
h




