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the district financinl atrategies
committee (co-chaired by Reid) to
puraue alternate funding for the
issue,

*I do foc! that our school dis-
trict is o fairly woll-off district,
but tho money hna been eany here
and we have gotton complacent,”
ho.said. “We shouldn't bench-
mark oursclves againat our-
selves.,”

*Challenging and gratifying”
wis'how Foldman described her
time on the board so far. She
stressed the importance of work-
ing with other board b

leadership roles ‘ho had .hold in

tho past to give him in
board matters. Clevey admitted
that he had only been in the dia-
trict a few years and hadn’t had
much of a chance to gain oxperi-
ence.

“I've had four years of expori-
ence on the board. I know it
inside and out,” snid Feldman in
her opening statement. “I am pre-
pared to continue to dedicate the
time and cffort it takes to be
committed board member.”

Roeid covered a variety of issucs
quickly — pledging to cnsure con-

and being able to “agree to dis-
agreo ot a meeting and present a
united front in the end.”

Far her question session, Feld-
man asked Clevoy what typo of

tinuous improvemont of test
scores, get consistent results from
acrogs the district, and ongage
parents and area businesses in
the learning process. .

o

Immunization Clinics 8
at
Providence Medical Center

Walk In / Urgent Care
Farmington Hills

Saturday May 31, 1997 10-2 P.M.
Saturday June 28, 1997 10-2PM.
Saturday July 26, 1997 10-2 P.M.

There will be a $5.00 fee per child.

! The vaccine for Chitdran program s provided for thoso who do NQT
‘| hoveinsurance that will pay for immunization, (HMO's, etc.)

Located at the
Highway and

30055 Northwestern Highway .
Farmington Hllls

810 865-4000

<omer of
Inkster Road

Calling alternative funding

“the piece” of Clevey’s olec-
tion bid, Reid called into question
Clevoy's concept of approaching
major corporations for gifts and
granta,
- “It's important to underatand
tho community you hope to repre-
sent,” said Raid, a 12-year Farm-
ington-area resident. "I bolieve
the bonrd can be tho agent of
change to take us to the next
lavel.”

During Shpieee's question-and-
answer segment that the discus-
sion turned lively and candidatos
wero confronted with differont
isaues and sconarios and how
they might respond as a board
member. (Sco related story.)

“This was designed to distin.
guish botween thom,” aaid
Shpiece afterward. “It still waan't
as spocific as I would've liked.
Tho problem with all of these
(forums) ia it allows candidates to
spoak in gencralities and non-
apecifics.”

However, Shpiece conceded, “I
was struck by tho fact that all

threo of thom gave such poor
marks to Engler. . . Tha othor
surprising thing wds that all
throo of the candidates are sup-
porting merit pay. I didn't know
thero was any intorost in that. . .
Of course, merit pay monna dif-
feront thinga to different peoplo.”

His questions may havo failed
to pin tho candidates down to too
many spocifics, but Feldman
remarked in her closing com-
monts: “Please keep in mind that
the issuea we've discussed tonight
aren't necessarily tho issues of
tomorrow.”

Look for a cable rebroadeast on
Farmington Hills' Channe! 8 at
8:30 a.m. Sunday, and 10 a.m.,
12 p.m. and 2 p.m. Tuesday and
Thursday.

Second board debate

The Farmington Area Jaycees
will host another achool board
debate between Clevey, Feldman
and Reid at 7 p.m. Thursday,
May 29, at Farmington Hilla City
Hall, Jaycees president Christa
Murphy will moderate.

Here’s a b

Hore aro some of tho ques-
tiona moderator Barry Brickner
and farmer school board mom-
ber Michaeal Shpisce posed to
the throe Farmington school
board candidates Wednesday
night:

Q. Grade the current state of
the Farmington school district:

Q. Grade the current board of
education: ' .

Clevey: C.. *The achool
board has gotten complacent. . .
We need to got n lot more lean
and mean about geing after

it of @

him.” .
Feldman:A.
Reid:A, .
Q. Do you favor a voucher
system? . - -

' Al No. ..
Q. Should the state maintain
its existing school board
levey: No.

Feldman: Yes. -

.Reld: Yes, | N

Q. Grade Gov. John Engler
on public education:,

Clevey: C-.

Feldman: “Close to (a C)."

Reld: C, :

fun o Q. If the board had to cut $20
Feldman: A.. *“There's million from the district budget,
always room for improvement, what would you cut?
‘That’s why I gava it the minus. Clavey: “The firat thing I'd
Reid: A-. do is rafse $10 million, so I'd
Q. How many achool board only have to cut $10 million.”
ings have you ded? Feld “I would immedi
Clovey: Five, ately begin to work on non.
Reld: 25, instructional services first.” -
Q. Grade Superintendent Bob Reld: “My inclination would
Maxfield's performance: be to find things that don't

Clevey: *It'a vary difficult, as
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. a non-board member, to rate

affect education firat and cut
those,”

This fall, Farmington is mov-
ing its EMI studenta from Hill-
sido and William Grace into tho
TMI program st Kenbrook
because the special education
centor programs are being elimi-
nated zcross the county, school
officials said, Districts are now
responsiblo for providing ser-
vices for their own specinl educa-
tion etudents, -

Students are currently
grouped in those programs
basged, in part, on intelligence

i EMI d have

the district for its lack of com-
munication with TMI parents,
“No one’s getting to me and
lotting mo know that these
things are h ing,” he said,

a2

on the progr

but it's not fair to say that

children don't come first.,”
Superintendent C. Robert

M 1d ded York's opin-

tho

“I want to know what's going to
be done on your end to communi-
cate to me.”

Board president David York
said that the next fow yoara will
bo a timo of transition for.special
education in Michigan, but
defended the school board's deci-
sion,

and wo

jon, and apologized for any mis-
communication with parenta of
epecial education students,

“The plen to combine (EMI
and TMI clasaes) was done care.

(inviting those TMI parents) as o
great need because they would
not be relocated.” In hindsight,
he eaid it would have mode
sense to inform both groups
together. .

Staffing of the new classes will
be 4-to-1, including teachers,
paraprofessionals and other
staff, well below county or state

i Cowan d

fully. . .It’s our i to mon-
itor that program closely,” he
aaid. “Wo can’t undo any com-
munication that should’'ve
carlier, but we ean con.

an IQ in the 55.70 range, TMI
students in the 35-55 range.

Parent Jack Trabue criticized

had to face as a board conse-
quonted changes,” he said.
“Change is difficult. . .We may
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tinue the communication that
has happened.®

“Wo can't fix the past,” added
York. “We can improve the
future.”

During the special meoting
with parents, Don an, execu-

tive director of student services,
pointed out that he had met with
& group of three EMI parents to
discuss options for the pending
change. Cowan said later that
echool ‘officials “did not.see

Toachor Chris Todd assured

_parents that staff wouldn't havo

difficulty working with both EMI
and TMI students together: “As
special education toachers, we
teach children, we don't teach
labels.”

Lator, teacher Julie Grodin
asked parenta for patiencoe. “I
need you to give us the chance to
make this work."”

Morgener responded: “When
our children arrive in your class-
rootn, you will have no stronger
advocates.” )

Staff writer Todd Wicka con-
tributed to this report.
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