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CONVERSATIONS

Sports gallery
scores with
Red Wings fans

few years ago, Michael

Fischman of Birmingham

thought there might be a mar-
ket for a aporta gallery, With aports
memorabilia growing into a multi-
million-dollar induatry, he figured
autographed photoes, jerseys, balls and
pucks wauld sell,

Calling hia speculative venture into
tho gallery businesa “timely” is like
referring to Michael Jordan as a pret-
ty good baskotball pIaycr. In the past

Creative challenges ahead -
for Southfield Centre

BY FRANK PROVEWZANO
BTAYP WIITER

- Not ginco tho Macomb Center for tho
_Performiog Arto opened in 1882 han a major
arts conter been unveiled ia metro Detroit. In '
many ways, tha challenges abead for tho .,
Southfield Centro for tho Arta could parallel .
those faced by the Macomb Centor. .. M

Fifteen years ogo, the 144,000-square-foot :
center on the campus of Macomb Community
Collego was built for $9 million, Considering
the center's cutatanding acoustics, the facility
would probably coat twica as much today.

In tho early 1980s, tho centor was financed
by a county tax, Until recently, it was largely: ~°
supported by the callege. It wasn't until three -, -
years ago that the Macomb Center was in the -
black and on its way to becoming financially .
;«;lf ~suflicient, smd Lynne Hoover, marketing ..

“It's buknn a whllu 1o got an identity,” she
said. “For a while, people thought we only had - N
smalk college productions.” .

On tho contrary, with 840 activitiesinthe .,
first threc-quarters of ita fiscal year, the
Macomb Center is one tho busiest venuesin - ..
the country, presenting Broadway musicals and
a varioty of music serics, including jazz, blues,
country and opera. They also rent their 1,260- =
seat auditorium and a *black box” spaco to local -
theater and dance companics.

‘The breckthrough, said Hoover, camo about

five yeara ago when the c:nwr bogun to pro-
mote big: porfor -
 datobase of i J count ty dontsamda
" glitzry brochure were (nntrumnnm] to their suc--
ceeg, she said,

mn lem Y LAWRLCNCY R MCRRR
lelrtg dream: The opening of the Sauthﬁeld Cenlre fbr the Arts is a.20-ycar.dream
come true for steadfast supporters of the arts. Front row (1 to r): Robert Block, city
administrator; Lucius Theus, president of the Federation for the Arts; Susan

several wocks, an's timing has
gotten even better. He'd probably even
draw a pat on the back from his idol,
baseball hitting legend Ted Williams,

Good oye. Smooth swing. And sggres-
sive at the plate,

‘With the Red Wings playing for the
Stanley Cup, a limited-edition litho-
graph illustration of the'Russian Five,
avatlable at Fischman'a Sporta
Ghnllery in downtown Birmingham,
has been one of the hottest-selling
hockey items in North America. -

Since placing an ad in “*Hockoy
News” last week, the Sports Gallery
has been gelling 16 lithos per day at
$100-$275, dependmg on the typo of
framing, Fischman ia hoping forn
dramatic saven-game series. But
clearly, hockey fans arve prepared to
puly for a plece ofhhtory mnl or per-

The litho mproducﬂnn ol'l"\:dam\g
Fetisov, Konstantinov, Kozlov and
Larionov by local artist Paul Madden
came out last summer - not exactly at
the beight of the Red Wings' recent
popularity. Last year, the Colorado
Avalanche turned the tables on the
Wings, Despite Detroit's record victo-
riea during the regular season, local
hickey fans only wanted to sce ono
thing at the end of last season: the
guys in red and white hoisting the
Stanley Cup.

Fischman, who is also a real estate
and tax attorney, bought the market-
ing rights to the Russian Five litho
from tho hockey players, who tried
their hand at American capitaliam
but failed at underatanding the capri-
cious buying habits of American
sporta fans. The demand for imnges of.
the Russian Five grew as the Winga
blasted past the Blues, Mighty Ducks
and Avalanche.

Collecting nostalgia .

“People are into collecting just
about anything,” said Fischman, a
self-described “basketball ;unhu and
self-effacing entrepreneur. Ho also
owns Sporta Dream, an athlctic
apparel store in Highland Park.

"Everywhere you Ioak. peoplo are
into nostalgis. I can't bolleve it. It's
nn\menhng Of eourse, I'm really into
it”

Clearly, the value of an auto-
graphod pucl: bascball bat or football
helmet depends on how fervent the
fans, how popular the athlots-celobri-
ty ond how rara the item. (An auto.
graph of former White Sox Shoeless
Joo Jackson can fetch thousanda.)

“TPlenso soo CCNYERSAIIONS, 02

Schmidt, arts federation board member; Marlowe Belanger, vice president cultural

fedemtwn.

arts dwwmn, Albert Scaglione, arts fedemtwn board member. Back row (I to r): Jef”
Farland, director of parks and recreation; and Patrick Beckley, vice president arts

Southfield Centre
for the Arts -

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
STATF WRNTR .
eoks before tho grand open-

ing, large pieces of ply-
wood were pleud over ﬂm

giaus beliefs,” said Rnburt Bluck
city for

‘A'place to eall home

* Joanne Winkleman Hulce Center for the Arts,

What: Cantto for

Many local art conters provide

‘performance spaces, gaid Block, but -

fuw cﬂ‘ar as many classrooms and

broken stained-gl )
the Southfield Centre for tho Aru

* Vandals left their mark - agein.

Skeptica probably shook-thair
heads and warned, *I told you so.”

Yot for thosa who'va stood stead-
faat for as long as 20 years to sce
the center become a mhty, it was
another moment to enduvre, *

. Without misaing a beat, an idea :
was readily accapted to transform

the shards of colored glass into o
sculpture hold togather by copper
wire, 'l'hamworkwlllhangul ng

‘the walls and cailiux near the
- enlrnnen to ﬁw

furbished undl

Perlupl enduranca luu given '.he

contsr’s supparters a perspectiva of
what's possible where some see

£y’
-.that spirit of pnnibmty nu the

Southfleld Centro for the Arts on
Southfield Road, just north of the
axprenv_my, opening Friday, Juno

Unifying the arts community

“Thia is an invontment in tke
cnmmunity whoro everyone can
coma ¢ of race,

1 spncoon for a
that reflects the American melting
pot aa much as any other city.
*The arts community has been

fragmentced,” said Block. “Somo

groups meet at high achools, halls
or any placo they can. Wo now
a place where thoy all can meot.
‘This unifies the arts”

During the h-anticipated

the Arts Grand Opening

spon-
+sored by the Clty of Southfiold

Parks and Recreatlon and the
Cuttural Arts Division -
When: Fridsy-Sunday, Juna 6-
8. Tho center opens 7 p.m,
Friday, June 6. Oponing woek-
end hours ore 11 am.t0 8
p.m. Saturday, funa 7, and
roon ta 8 p.m. Sundoy, June 8.
Where: 24350 Southfield
Rood, Just south of 10 Mile, -
Entartafament: More than 30
froo por of dance,’

thraa-dny celebration, the canter
will feature a packed acheduls of
arts activities including porfor-
mances of dance, music, pootry
mud.mxx and a fine art exhibit, The

drama, snd musio Including
tlues, jazz, chore), and orches-
tral will bo prosented during
grond opening weekend. Call
{810) 424-8022 for Informa-

" conducted in preparation for o parka and recro-

bu :Ixez. sald Pottar,

“The koy is to defina what the community
wants,” said Larry Carrito, Macomb Center
production manager. “We've defined ourcom- |
munity as scniors, thoso interested in country,
children’s theater and Oldles acts. Flus, we're
affordoble. We don't have $45 tickets.”

Marketing is hardly o concern at tho T
Plymouth Community Arts Council, Sinee moy- -
ing into the renovated former Jehovah'a =
Witness church at Sheldon and Junction,
they've presented art classcs, youth choirs,
recitals and exhibited work of local fine artists. _-

‘Before moving into their new space, the -

2

the Plymouth arts group gathered at a emall  ~ .-
dnwntown storefront. “We've been fiscally cons o~
‘scrvative,” said Stolla-Green, vice pxuident of p
the arts council. “We havo a pay-ns- yougo phi-
losophy.”

‘The $360,000 renovation will be pn[d meugh <
a Michigan Council for the Arts Cultural
Affairs grant, a state equity grant, mumbemhlp

fees and ds from local ,
In the Furmington aren, whore 24 arts gmups :
have formed the Farmington Arta Council,

there's been talk about turning the former "
Mercy Center at 11 Mile and Middlobelt intoan |
arca-wido arts centor,

*I don't think it’s in the cards,” safd Dan
Potter, head of the Farmington Hills Parks'nnd Tl
Reczeation. Tho de partmont provides recre- -
nnonnl programing services in the Farmington

rea.
"When the city pun:hnaud that facility, it was
intended for a recreational ang cultuml meet-
ing place for seniors,” he said. . .
Afo survoy of Farmington Hills resident,.

ation tax request found that a majority favored -
an‘art center. *Unfortunately, we recognized
that funding (an art center) would wipe out our. _. ]

tlon.
intent ia to showcase a buamng Qg
arts center that p d m Maosal lvnmh T}:mm'n
arts instruction, rchearsal zpaces Moosto o win Michigan
and hlgh-qunhty auditoriuma for. | ooa Thaatro's *Brosdway to
groups and pi Revue” 8 p.m,
al performancea.

- A ribbon-cutting coremony
begius Saturday's ovents, high-
lighted by an avening cuncert of
the Jegendavy singing groups Tho
Coasters, Tho Plattore and Tho
Drifters, §

To date, Southticld haa provided

about $4 million to buy and rono-’

vate the former B'nai Dn‘nd
Synngauun Anor.hur £3 ‘miilion i ig,

gendnr, a!hn(c bnukzm\md and reli-

Plunue Be0 Eﬁﬁﬁ‘rﬁi

Friday, June 6; $10 gonera)
3sion.

B The Cosstors, Yho Platters,
Tho Drifters wilth speciol
guoste Held! Hepisr and
Hflcheis Ramo 8 pan,
Saturdoy, Juna 7; $25, $30,

| foserved,

i@ Mickigan Assactation of
Artists Exhibit, and Pork Wost

Gollory prosortation: Tha

Works of Anatolo

e

UGN

Slgn of a dream: The Snuthﬂcld <
Centre far the Arts on Southfield

Road. . EE

Pozcoful Beauty: Beverly Hills artist
Lucille Nawara captures the serenity
of “Pixley Falls” in this large-scale oil
painting.

BY LINDA AMN CHOMIN
Brasy WTEn '

Tt and ard

Festlval brings fine artlsts, crafters together

“Art in tha Village® June 7-8 at Groenmead
Historical Villoge in Livenin brings fine nrt and
crafts togother for the firat time.

Fifty-one artista will show paintinge, paawls
photaography, intaglic prints, mnixed medin and
three-dimensional art works in the Shaw House,
Quaker Meoting Houso, and Newburyg Methodiat
Chureh and School, At the samo time, more than
180 artists will exhibit their wares in the 21at
annunl] Arta & Crafts Featival haatcd by the
Livonia Arts Commisaion.

Former arts commissioner Pat Gutierrez camo
up with tho idoa for the fine arts exhibit luat yoar.
Thia in tho first timo sinco the 1930:1 thot tho arty
jesi iu hnsl(ng a
§ Chat Billle

* arts nod culturol ovents,” satd
think the fine arts exhibit could draw enough visi- -

ident Bob
Sheridan are bclh artists who stroagly support the
fino arts exhibit,

“There secried to ko a lack of appreciation for the
Sheridan. *We didn’t

tors on its own, We'ro hoping tha fine arts and the .

w Joshua Simmons by President John Quincy
Adams for $225 in 1825, The grounds are dividéd
into two time poriods, the village of the carly .-,
18008, and the farm complex, wluch oonmlne hom
ateads from tho 1860w H

- I think it's wonderful; wo've combined the hia. .} .
wncnl Inuld inga with ﬁne art,” said Thorapson. lf.’q

arts and erafts featival, which is established, woul
foed off and support each other”

Combining tha historical allure of the village
arca of Greenmead with a fine arta exhibit, and an

arts and crafts fo uhvt.l. should entice a Lroader
. 10 1

tothe b do. The village in o
recreation of tho Newburgh Road/Ann Arbor Trail
interpoction an it existed betwoon 1910 and 19265,
‘Thu crossronds of Newburg Comers anchored a
prosperous farming community.

Greenmead rests on 104 of tha 160 ncrea decded

i to seo fino'art in historic ™«
hnmca.\ ilo tho mditiunnl art will complement |
tha furnishil it will b ingtosce

abatracts in such o se!tlng N
Awurd-winning watercolorist Toni Stevens loakn !
forward to exhibiting her portrait *Sophia with® '+
Applo & Pear” ot Art in the Village, The Plymouth
resident painted the work during a class with -
Mary Aro at the Birmingham Bloomficld Art

Pleasc oco FEGTIVAL, C.
. ]
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