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One sign of a
successful pro-
ject is when all
of the parts
come togother
and moke sense
a8 a whole. In a

converantion
with a potential
client, I tricd to
explain, among
other things,
that while thero
are many nice faucets on the
market, just one or two could bo
a gnod match for her project.
Tlis issue came up because I
was trying to explain my plan
“B" contract whoreby the client
is responsible for picking out all

recent phone-

of the finish items, which include
plumbing/ electrical fixturea and
cabinctry. (Which, by tho way,
saves o typical client about 5
percent of the cost of the homo)

My point was that while *X"*
might be a nico Georgian faucet,
it would make no sense in a Vic-
torian house and thnt one must
be careful to avoid sclecting such
a faucet because one merely
“likes “X", Good architects can
make sense of the whole and can
usually “tie it all together”

In order to aveid mnking such
a “blunder,” onc must know not
only what style the house is but
also what the details are that
are used in the house. If the
houso uses reveals as a standard
large-scale or exterior dotail,

there may bo the opportunity to
uce the same detat at & amaller
scale, for example at tho base-
board-to-wall detail or ns a draw-
cr-pull detail,

Even the colors that are used
in a houso may not be random —
for the carly Post-mod.

* rinl also h

and/ or color and using it in cor-
tain arcas and intentionally

rousing it in othor arcaa, An
- examplo of this in.the house that

I have been writing about every
month is the black cast epoxy
countertop material. This mate-

to be the inte.

ornist architoct Michael Graves
hnd a reason and an cxplanation
for overy color on hia projects
(nud 'these were complexly col-
nted projecta), Some colors relat-
cd to the sky and some to some
i t Jand: but

rior window sill Tloors

*“lines” can be reveals (subtrac-
tivo) details or applied trim
{ndditive) - either ons works
well to unify a project. A conais-
tent use of geometry can also be
usod to tie a project together.

Gcomntry c%n help nu a pro-

are maple and g0 aro all of the
cabinata - aven tho bathroom
cabinets.

_ Tying it all togother can ulan
the use of b

y distan
these snme colora would relate to
the exterlor palette and the
building materials that woro
being used.
Bometimes I have this hnlnt nf
unl ducing a certain

and vortieal clementa that actu.
ally do tio the project together.
Eleinents In one part of the
house can be related to othgr
parts in distant cornors throu,

this age-cld tcchnlque ’l‘hue

joet Yy cer-
tain elements over and over
again; the artful part is not to
bore the viewar with too many
repotitions. An arc con bo found
to have a major function or scale
but can also reappear again at a
smaller scale or even in the light
fixtyres in the room for which
the arc applies. .

it you are designing a profect’
yourself, keep your eyes opon for

The right touches tie a hﬁme l-t}cgether'

opportunitioa to make the project’

consistent with ftsclf. Comparo
all of your choicos with each.
othor and ask your friends:if
thoy think that the choices arp
harmonious. Changes are easy
now beforo the fixtures are
installed or bought.

On the other hand, you could
always call a good archi

Steve Sivak isa Ilcen.ud archi-
tect in private practice and an

adjunct professor of architecture
at Lawrence Technological Uni-
versity in Southfield. He special-
izes in well-crafted residential
and commercial architecture and
can be contacted at (313) 769-
8602,

You can paint the dark panelzng to lzghten up a room

By PopuLAR chmmcs
Foit AP SexciaL Feal

Q: Soveral years ngo, I pan-
cled threo rooms with o dark
shade, luwg-prlqnd paneling.

Now, I would like to paint the
paneling a lighter color to
brighten the rooms. Wil this
require a special paint? What
treatmont, if any, should I
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give the ‘paneling prlor to
painting? Should I use a
. brush or aroller?

At Prior to’ pnlnﬁng, the walla
* should be cleaned

Cover, manufactured by Parks

*Corp. (800} 225-8548. It costs

about $17 per gallon.

Q: 1 would llke to rophca
con-

these ara kitchen or, bnthrocm
walls they may have become

them down with a detergent
solution on a nearly dry cloth to
remova tho coating without

walls are dry, mnke sure they are
dust-free to avoid lumps in the
paint job. They should then be
.covered with an oil-base paint
primer - one that will not allow
the stain on the panels to bleed
through. Some atains contain a
dye that can be dissolved by
paint or primer and dark stains
like yours can show through the
primer coat. Before priming, try
out s small, obscure area to see if
the stain bleeds through. If it
doesn't, then prime
using either brush or roller, Lot

| FREE iN:HOME CONSULTATION |

8!0—855-7653

' _MOHTGAGE CORPORATION

the primer coat dry completely
before applying the finish coat
because even slightly damp
primer cannot seal properly.

| Once the walls are sealed with

primer, put on the finish coat of

your chote

If the aunn does bleed through

the primer, you will have to use a

stain-auppressing pr;m‘:sr Thore
scveral hrands of these. One

"gurgc'h pnﬁlfgr is called Undor

grease- or scum-coated, Wash

delaminating the paneling. If the~

all the walls *

trnl hanlny systom jn iny
house using an existing
water heater as a source of
hot watcr. Also, what are the
disadvantages of central
.water heating systems?.

A: The main disadvantage of
forced hot-wator heating syatems
applies to those homes in areas
with freezing temperatures dur-
ing tho winter, I the event of an
extended power failure, the dis-
tribution piping could burst.

Another disadvantage iz that
tho aystem cannot provide for a

inatall o second water heater to
provide domestic hot water.

Keep in mind that for domeatic
hot water, the tamperature range
is 120x-240x F (lt is usually wt
ot 120x F since 140x F is scald.
ing temperature), For a heating
system, the normal operating
range is between 180-200x F. If
you operate tho water heater at
the lower temparature range
(120x-140x F), you will nuod

canIdoto elhnln.-tu it?

A: The rottnn -egg odor is
caused by tho hydrogen sulfide
gas in tho water, |

Hydrogen- sulfate is commonly
found {n well water and is
changed into hydrogon sulfide
gas by the activity of nonharmful
water-borne bactoria. You can

stop the biochemical reaction .

d-mt forms the gas by killing the
b {a with chlorine, Check

. more radi d con-
vectors per mom - at a greater
nitial cost.
Another reason to the chlori

with your.local health depert.
mont to detormmn how much
to add to your well, You

potable water from the water
used for heating {s that during
the summer there is no water
circulation in the heating systom
piping. Bacteria grows in this
warm stagnant water. If the two

are not sep this

central humidi ion system,
the way a warm air heating sys-
tem can.

You can use a water heater as
a source of hot water. However,
the BTU (heat) output of a water
heater per hour is considerably
loss than that necded to ade-
quately heat most homes. This
sctup ia more effectiva in heating
an addition than the whole
house.

If you use the water heater to
supply hot water to baseboard
radintors, you will need to keep
heating water separate from the
domestic (potable) hot water sys-
tem. Thut {s, you will have to
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water contaminates tho potable
water when the heating system
is turned on.

Like any water heater, one
that is installed for heating pur-
poses should be equipped with a
thermocouple control for the gas
valve and a temperature/pres-
sure sensitive relief valve.

Q: 1 have a problem with
my well water. It smells like
rotten hard-boiled eggs. The
water is soft and I have no
rust problem, I llke the water
_except for its smell. What
cnuses this sniell and what

ﬁ .

aleo could kill thn bacteria by
dynamiting your well, Be care-
ful, however, too much dynamite
and you might get worse prob-
lems rotten-egg odors,
Hydrogen sulfate may also be
turned into sulfide gas in the
wator heater (you won't smell
the rotten-cgg odor at your cold-
water tap). In this case, the bac-
terla react with a magnesium
anode in the water heater, and
this forms sulfide gas. The
anodes are called sacrificlal.
They corgode instead of the
metal heater tank, thus prevent.

ing the tank from rusting: You
can stop the formation of hydro-
gen sulfide gas by romoving the
anode, though this causes the
tank to ruat out more quickly
than it would otherwise. Or,
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