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Spruce up: Farmington City Coun-
cil is encouraging plazas and
strip malls to enhance their
appearance. /A2

High emotion: Suburban Red Wing
fans flocked to the site of an acci-
dent that injured players and left
police puzzling over how it hap-
pened and whether the driver of
a limousine should be

charged. /AT

Soccer allstars: Observerland was
represented by a large contingent
of recently-graduated seniors

. Saturday in the annual prep all-
star games. /01 .

Art{stlc address. Geta féel for liv-
ing with fine art and fumzshmgs
by visiting the Artfull Home in-
Ann Arbor, which is filled with
works by Michigan artists./D12

ENTERTAINMENT

Movie tlme' Summer movies
promise action, romance and
comedy./1E
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Pony up: City
revises its fees

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFP WRITER E

People who peddle flowers outdoors or bounce a
check can oxpect to hand avor more menoy to the
city of Farmington.

The increases are part of an overall rovisad feo
schedule approved by Farmington City Council at
Monday night'a meeting. The feo schedule hadn't been
reviewed in nearly 20 years qnd was pock marked
with inconsistencies, ¢ity officials said.

‘The fee achedule covers such thinga as registering o
business, outside sales and vending machines as well
ns Heonsing and permita. It also includes miscella-
neous items such as the fee for getting married by the
mayor.

Hands on: 11 Ayear-ald Katie Muir plays a ball game of |
a Farmington Hills Parks and Recreation day camp.

. called the “Com-On-A-Wonna” plays games, go on nature walks and a weekly
For more on lnds summer fun, please see today’s Commumty Life gection on.
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inch” at Heritage Park during
he group of kids, ages 9-12,
id gxp
e

A last-minute amendment to'a:
Fu’x:mingt;:n lglllu cellular towar!

and cellular service providers fn.\
trated,
Intreduced by Councilman Jarry
Ellis uf. Monday nlghtn city coundl.
the

" new cellular towers and aritennae. i
rosidential areas. It-also plnce N
severe restrictions on the location of: |
such facilities, and urges the placing «
of more than one company’s nnw
nae on existing towers.

‘Ellis outlined the amendment (p ai!
momo given to council memh
-shortly before tho meeting. . -

In contrast, tha planning com .
sion spent more than a year develop- |
ing the collular tower ordinanca’th
council had been considering.

Council ‘unanimously approved
the introduction of the ordinanco
and the Ellis amendment  to':
applause from residents’ groups in: ;
the audience. :

“It adds a few provisions, ia mnm .

Kmart'
plan
sent to
councﬂ

BY‘]JMSM!TH

It could be six months bolbt}s
Farmington Hills city officinls deq%
the fato ofu pmpoacd SBuper Km:b\

d mega
concern from.residenta nbouq]}\p
project ~— mostly how it wou.
impact traffic near their homes'—
already starting to build. &

That potentinlly comravorsin:(
$100 million development at humb
got off to a good start Tuesday night.
Following a publlc hearing, the plam
ning commission unanimously. ree-
ommended that the aren mu:ndgd
for the commercial-residential corj<
ter qualifies ns a Planned Unit
Dovelopment. The parcel is one of
seven special planning zones permit!

Plenw sec PLAN, AG

Students shovv improvement on state test

BY LARBY O*CONNOR .
BTAFY WilltyR

- Farmington high school j Junmru
did a littlo botter on this yoar's
Michigan High School Proficiency
Tost.

reach-

Qutsido sales by b will cost $100 1);
whercas no feo was charged in the past.

“Wo believe this is extremely reasonablo as far as
the amount of staff time involved in monitoring theso
sales,” City Manager Frank Lauhoff said.

Mayor Jo Anno McShane agreed.

*1 think it's a good {dca to have feea for outside anles
because I know the guys are always aver there moni-
toring things,” McShune snid.

Feen on roturncd checks increaso $6 to $36 under
the revised schedule,

The city used to charge new businessea an averago -

of $60 ns an initiol stort-up fee, but that's scrapped

" under the rovised schedule.

“Wo want new businesses to come hore; Weo don't
want to charge thom a higher fee,” Lauhoff snid.

Busineszes will continue to pay a $40 annual fee.
Establishments that require code enforcoment and
investigation — such na thoso selling aleohol, operat
ing.n bed and breakfast, auctions, carnivala or coin
aporated nmusement dovices -~ will have to pay addi-
tinnal licvnsmg and permit feea.”

Changes in fees are an attempt to Fecoup some of
()m/cuhlu tod with and
conducing business.

“Wa think it's a more cqulmble fee achcdulu, smd
Patsy Cantrell, l'clrminmnn city clork and trenaurer,

By the way, the price tn]v on mmnr mamcd by;the
mayor io fmo
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The
ing Proficiont’ status — scoring 400
or above — jumpud significantly in
math and science when compared to
last year’s results, Those achi

state average and compares favor-

ably to other Oakland County dis-
tricts.

Howaver, soma school officials are .
stil! grappling with the relovance of -
. tho annunl state test, which pro-

vidos diploma endorsements in three

of four subject areas. Studenta hoave’

to carn Proficient scorva in both
roading and writing to roceivo e
1 eatl 4 +

Proficiant in reading and wntlng
dropped elightly, -

arts
‘The cxam, currontly in its second

designed to mensure studenta’ prob-
Jem solving abilitics. It recontly

received a stamp. of approval from
the president of the Intornational
Center for Leadership in Edacation,

Trustee R. Jack Inch complained
about the five school days devoted to
taking tho test, saying it is valuablo
instruction time loat, It doesn't
make sonse to havo kids tested in
tho middle of the school yeur either,
he said.

Inch is nlao concerned about the

district aligning its currn:ulum - wil
the cxam. :

“Some way or another, we hn.vc w
have a measura of those studcm.s,'
said Judy White, assistant suporin:
tendent for Instruction, durmg
'l\madnfs ‘school board meoting. ¥

. This is not a had test.”

‘White said the teat only drives the
curriculum in torms of when some-
thing is taught during the achool
yoar. There is no impact on what

Fnrmlngtnn remains ahove tha

year, ia not a basic ekilla test, but is

Floase eco 1E6T, AG

Gas it up

_BMART officiala pmsonted tho keys to o ‘new
$37,000 mini van to Hills Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi
nt Monday night's city council meoting.

The vehicle will bo used by the Bonior Adult

. FARM]N GTON FOCUS

arca youth to local after achool pro-

Division of SMART for its ion pro-
gram, which currently gives rides to 1,600 needy
aeniors annually for doctor, hospital or mv‘hcnl
visits, Tho program will now bo expanded from
‘four days a week to five,-and can now handle an
incrensed number of requeats,

“I kind of feol 1tkko Monty Hnll, and that tha
city of Farmington Hills has picked tho right
door,” sald Rick Knufmon, general manager of
SMART. “And behind that door is a van.”

A millage approved by voteras two.ycars ago s
funiding several now SMART vehicles for the
city. The first was a bus, currently being used to

grnms Another will be delivercd at tho ond of
August, and a 21.passenger vehiclo for youth
r:md alderly will be delivered in seven to nine

ceka,

Vn;muul Joked that city council plunnod 1o uso
the now mini van as *a getawny car” nftor ita
public hearing of a controversial collular tower
ordinanco that night . .

The minl van will bo in gervice by July 1. To
make a reservation, cnll SMART at (248) 473.
1804. .

Head of the class :

‘Those awards keep coming for Hillsido Flo-
mentary teacher Dodie Harris, Sho was nnqu
both the Farmingtan district and Onkland Coun"-,
ty *Elemontary Teacher of the Year.” Radio sta-,
tion WKQI-FM 85.5 has named Harrls as HIR
*Tenchor of the Year,” too. Dana Katz, a students
in Harris* fourth-grade class, nominated her’
teacher for.tho honor,

Harris will bo awarded ‘with o “Shanty Creck
Summer Getaway™ at Shanty Creck Resort in
Nurt.hnm Michigan,

Mail items to Farmnington Focul, 33411 Grand
River, Farmington 48335; or fux them to: 1-240-
477.9722




