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‘Movie palace’

caps new era

ih showy style

Ximo will tell whether or not Lho 20 lhenter

imovie mall i
mnxkb a new era in movie-going or a huge
investment gono awry. For now, I find it inter-.
esting that the gigantic, ar'rdeoo atyle "movie
polhce,” the ﬁnnl pieco of the 76-nero Gallerin
Officentre haa at its co-helm auch

UbITH. DONER BERNE

vard, lined by faux palms and topped by a con-
stellation-dotted decp bluo sky (a cloud pachine

hnd yot to bo inetalled), Eventuully it will be
Threo

a trim, down-to-earth, contemporary woman,
Barrie Lawson Locks, formerly of Grand

Rapids and now of Rye, N Y., gracioualy led n

*Hard Hat Proview Tour” for the media of the

*Star Southfield Entertainment Complex."
Remarks by a number of principals and digni-

tariea wero received silently by an ever-ekeph-
Iimedia. Her to the h:

d to — Cali- |
fornin Pizza Kitchen, Dick Clark's American
Bandstand Grill and Johnny Rocket's — have

- committed to the six available apaces. Original-

ly-planned retail stores have been downgraded

" to kioaks offering movie-related products.

In the middle sits the Hollywood Sound Stage
— the heart of the megaplex — boasting the

thnt greeted her introduction was to eay, with a
warm smile: "I haven't done anything yet."

f course that's not true, A University of
Michigan-educated ajtorney (she finished firat
in der clasa), she is president of the highly suc-
cesbful Star Theatres (husband Jim s chair.
mah). In 1992, she becams co-chair (with hus-
badd Jim) of Sonyll.oewu Theatres. She is the
firat woman to receive the film industry's Robert
W. Selig Award as ShoWester of the Year,

Dressed in tan pants, vest and shoes (*I pur-
posely ware dust-colored clothes"), Lawson
Loeks apologized in advance for the dirt and
noise that would lie in our path as hordes of
workers labored to complete the theater portion
of the complex on deadline.

Pnssmg through a welcoming “"guard" of red-
shlmd young men chanting "Welcome to the
Stgr Southfield," Lawson Loeks was way ahead
of ya. We found her pointing to a 20-foot tall
bucket of popeorn with basketball-sized kernels
atop what she described as "tlie largeat conces-
sion atand ever built."

"See the kernels popping.” she said as excit-
edly as a mother documents her baby’s first
steps. "That's never done that before. Today‘s
the first day."

As we stood at the entrance below the movie
mall's 75-foot tower, she highlighted two fea-
turles that, “as & native” she knew would be
imbortant to the weath seio ML

f the availability of valet parking and
*a really cool overhang, If you don't want to
you'll never have to get cold or wet," she said.

. Like ancient Gaul, the now Star is divided
pam ‘Yeu enter via Hollywood Boule:™

it to make one thing ttystnl c!ear from '.ha
tart: T am o big Red Wings fan and was as-
pyone when the' team finally captured
Cuip. The pigture of Stove Yzerman
@ cup over hishead for the first time

whnt nll of us in'Detroit have coveted |

end ina
;Woodward Avenue Fndny night. My
'out to those injured and their fami.
¥'dohopes for speedy recoveries. .
5'of us who live or work in the Birming-
‘may feel a special closeness to the
juse 20 many of the players call this
e. During the season, it wasnot
unaommon to see a player in a local restaurant
nneh or sharing a beverage in &
mﬂng hole after a game.
‘two days after winning the Most Valu-~
Player trophy, goalie Mike Vernon was
tted enjoying lunch with friends at a local
Anﬂ the Sumley Cup itaelf was spotted in
b players
wanting to shma ‘their success with friends’and,
75, 1n A small way, the Stanley. Cup &
thq Wingu trinmph bécame part of all of i,

That being said, I am amazed at how soma
pedple have reacted to the accident, and how an
odr can't seem to go by without getting somo
aws bullatin about the condition of the players
or tho status of the police Investigation into the
nccldent. ‘Hundreds have flacked to the accident

nit chills down my spine becausé that *..

“verd

such

easton atand as well as what Lawson Locks
promises are "more box offices per seat thnn

ywhere else,” Three-di i of
movio sets and rotating memorabilia from Popu-
lar films et tho stage,

The rear third is the "Historic Detroit Lobby,"
again with etage-liko scts depipting such land-
marks as the Ambassador Bridge, Fox Theatre
and Tiger Stadium. Lawson Locks assured us
that floor ia & map of Detroit complete with the
Detroit River and strests designated in brass.

Oh yes, the movica. Theaters 1-10 veer off to
the left and 11.20 off to tha right of the Holly-
wood Sound Stage, Lawson Loeks describes the
groupings as "two 10-screen complexes” with a
total of 8,000 scats. They range from four 86-
seat theaters dedicated to art and second run
films to two with 700 seats and 65-foot wide by
86-foot tall screens, Indeed each theater has
curved wall to wall, floor to ceiling acreens,

atate-of-the-art digital sound, stadium seating, _

oversized rocking seats and extra leg room.

The Star Southfield is the flagship of the Star
‘Theatres, Lawson-Loeks says, "We wanted to do
something for metro Detroit. The whole concept
is a modern day movie palace go gorgeous that it
is worth the price of admission just to be there.”
Admission is the sams as at other metro-aren
Star Theatres. *

As you might guess, Lawson Loeks likes to go
to the mavies. She said her favorite film is "E.T."
Before returning to Southfield for the opening,
she headed home to celebrate daughter Jamie's

11th birthday at, of all things, a movio party. .

Judith Doner Berne is former managing edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers, You.can com- -
mem' Gn "thiis col oolumn by mlllng (318) 963.. 2047

B These folk.l need your help oven; .
more than tho fallen Red Wings, and
they don't have nearly the suppon
to care for themselves. :

sine company, whlch pmv:ded the car nnd drl-
lved in hes d death
threats ngoinst emi:loyeou over tho tragedy;

..’Wbﬂntheﬁmttwomesmnybechmmﬁwd '

id ‘lnyultyorfan idoration goue

with hero worship.

Tamsure the entire Red Wings organization
has been touched by the outpouring of love and
support its fallen dea havo ived since

Best knockout
for segregation
1sin economics

writo this column once a week, which is bolh
a curse and a blessing.

The curse i that by the time my dendlmo
comes around, what I wanted to write about is
often no longer nows, bypassed by the constant
ebb and flow of events. At its worst, this tends
to make the column feel just a little out of date,
puffing slightly to catch up with tho rapidity of
contemporary life,

Theo corollary blessing is that by the time my
deadline comes around, there has been time to
reflect on what I wnnled to write nbout, freed
of the i of instant anal,

3 liatic coll

d by my j inTVor
daily newspapers. At its best, this tends to
make the column feel reflective, possibly oven
providing the insight which comes from seeing
how events fall into underlying patterns.

Oneof my tutogs at Oxford once said to me
that the main thing he sought in training peo-
plo to think was to u\mll in them the uupucny
.to cuff aside the sup and in

whites believe that America’s racial problems
will never be solved. Although the gaps -
between races have narrowed — nine out of 10
whites would vote for a black for pmldent, for’
instance — there are still enormods gulfs in
percoption between the two communitios that |
will take years, perhaps decadea to work out.

I beliove, however, that ultimately the best .,
battering ram to knock down the walls between,
races is eoonnmim, not politics or ideology.

A case in point: A survey that same week
published in The Dotroit News indicated that °
black families in West Bloomfield, as well as in'
somso other suburbs, are better off financk
than their fellow white residents. The survey
found that black per-capita incomes in West
Bloomfield average more than 50 percent hlgh-'
or than white averago incomes, $47,981 versus -
531 838. Amrding to the News uurve)', black -*

in Farmi Hills, Troy, Bouthfield

order to focus a clear gaze on the underlying
patterns of reality and cause, -Nearly 40 years
later, I still think this admittedly old-fashioned
view sltill makes a lot of sense,
And eo it was with the events of early June,
Tho Red ngn won hockey’s Stanley Cup
g, June 7, on Tuesdoy
by that cnormous (some estimated ane million
peopla came) celebration parade in downtown
Detroit. My impression is that folks in the
cmwd lived mustly in the 5uburb». pleased,
the end

2 togo
of 42 years of frustration.

More importantly: no riots, no pictures of
drunk crazies burning cars and running amok.
And, crucially, another link in the great chain,
of hope that maybe Dotroit might claw its way
back from the dubious distinction of being
America’s firat Third World city,

Deap:te all the progress, I still don't think
it's going to be easy. Detroit has como a long
‘way, but race and race-based politics in south-
castern Michigan are still incredibly divisive,
splitting city from suburbs and politicians from
common sensa.

A Gallup poll published that w6 Wl sug-'

gested that majorities of both blacks and

and Bloomﬁuld Township were also above aver--

age whita incomes. .
These data suggest that once you cuff-aside -

the superficial, you sce more clearly that the

underlying cause for patterna of segrogation in ~

Michigan are based more on economics and .-

lesa on race Lhnn commonly t.hnught Cnpnble, :

ck fi

and -

lies are moving to the suburba in the 1890s,
just as capable, educated, ambitious and suc-
cessful Polish, Irish and Clm!denn families
moved to the suhurbs in the '60s, "70s and ’80-

Why? Most folks with good incomes want to
live in a nice place near nice neighbors, to
bring their kids up safely in safe ne!ghborhoods
and to take advantages of good schools and .
local services. Families, regardless of ethnici- |,
ty, found these things in the suburbs and are
prepared to work darn hard to get there. - -

That's the underlymg lesson of the evanu of

early June, heigt d and made te and
by the sense of delight shared by the entire ,
region in the Red Wings victory.

- Phil- Power'is chalrman of ¢
owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1880.

., amok; the 1ast cose is'n pathetic nmrmauun of ;"
what can hnppen when people becoma obsessed

home work

classic design, Our exclusive Metro Home
Offica Colloction cambines refined modem cesthetics with
the practico! fectures of a hard-working home office.
Choosa from 13 pisces, suparbly crafted in Varmont, in
notural vonears of ook or cherry.

environmentally sound, entir collection |:
| hos o safe, non-toxic watar basa finish. Selected hordwood |+
B vencors sava trees by reduced use of fimber. Shown, Metro |
B computar dask, Sole $449-8499, Hutch, with open/shut

doons, Sale $319-$549.

beautifully built, pedecty J and

the accident. But it is time for all of us to move

* on and let the two players, the team masseur !

and yes, even the dnvor, recover from their

e like some sort of pilgri i

ion that the Birmingt
olice wore foreed to shut the whan mess down
atk Monday. :

Two of the most !nmdibla nmrlua 1 huve wit-
nedsed surrbunding this continuing “vigil®
involves a person who has set up temporary res-
idence outside Bcaunmnt Hoapital, vowing not
to lenvo until Vladimir Konstantinov regains

and a gentl who, whilo vis-
ting the accident site Mundny, carrlod a sign
offering to trndc placeu with tho'fallen Wings
defonseman,

There havo also been reports that tho limon-

s

ies in peaco and privacy.

And some advico for.those whn feol they sim.

ply can't go on without continuing their vigil:
Find a charity, a group or an individual to help
instead with your spare time. Volunteer at n
‘homeless shelter. Wark at a soup kitchen, Put
in somo time 6t a nursing home or shelter for
battered women anid their children.

‘These folks nced your help even more than
the fallen Red Wings, and they don’t have near-
1y the support to cave for themsalves,

Joe Bauman is cditor of The Birmingham-
Bloomficld Eccentric. He welcomes your com-
menta by calling (248) 901.2562.

'

u ’

410 last, pur Matrs Homa Office hos defails like
pencil drawers with flip down froats for computer keyboards
and drawers, Shown, largo desk, Sale ‘M9v$l99 ond
lcrga bridgo, Sale $139-$149, ,

l"rlcn intlude dnllvny \vﬂhln our primary xones on ordars over $300.

From strictly business to personal workapace,
' save on home office and walt -ﬁum- now 20% ofh,

234 SOUTH HUNTE!

B Workbonch classic, this sophisticated collaction holds books; |+

B wilh gloss doon, Sale $649-$749.

loaded with options. Destined to become o |

compulers and more. An elegant way fo accommodate your
tpatiol and litestylo home office needs, Shown, bookease
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