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FOCUS ON smm 'a solf-
THE rightecous,
moralistic
nation?” That's
the chargo that

. Diane Johnson
makes in the

* Sunday, New
York Times for

R an, 8,

. HEV RORALD more, we nrc
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| Ethic in ‘work ethic’
raises a red flog

vided onormous enorgy for the
dovelopment of free-market cap-
italigm, Dianc Johnson accuses
Protestantism of so linking
morality and cconomic success
that we have created a society
in which we prefer to be “right*
rather than safe. Someohow, we
have oquated wealth with righ-
teousnoss, and poverty with
immorality. No wonder sho
prefors tho way of the Frenchl

l thmk that Johnson is not
— nor is she

bocause  we
'hnvo allowed our ¢conomics to
ed 'up with our (Judeo-
meamnm idens of mnmlny
Johneon, who divides her time
between Paris and San Francis-
¢o, is comparing lifo in Franco
with life in tho United States,
French have recently aston-
ished the world by voting tho
political left back into power,
The French, Johnaon {mplies,
don't caro whether France can
afford generous social benofits
or not. Thoy simply begin with
the premise that life ought to be
| pleasant, and the government
should help to mako it s0.

Much of the pohucnl conflict
of the 20th century has con-
tered on the isaue of the cro-
ation and distribution of wealth,
Secinlist systeme (in varying
degrees) have placed the accent
_on a more or less cqual distribu-
tion of a nation's wealth. Freo-
market systems (again, in vary-
ing degrees) havo placed the
accent on the creation of wealth,
Recent history scems to illug.
trate that equal distribution
inhibita the incéntives that cre-
ate wealth. On the other hand,
when the accent falls on the cre-
nngn of wealth, thero cmerge

and social

wro!
altogether right. What used to
ib: call "lho Protestant m.hlh:

now quite appropriatoly rela.
‘beled as lhsp'w’::-k o{hlc.'
Appropriately, because the
“work ethic” has been cut loose
from its religious roots. Most
Americans have no idea where
tho “work othic” comes from —
or even that there might bé
some other kind of ethic. We
have been shaped from child-
hood to heliove that it is a
virtue to work hard, and that
cconomic success should be
pursucd for ita own sake, It's as
though our worth is somehow
linked to long hours, high
stress and money in tho

‘This “work cthic” only dimly
resembles the original Protes-
tant othic. The Protostant
visivn located its work ethic in
n bronder system of ethica, Yes,
a person was to work hard and
honestly — for the suke of one’s
neighbor. What served the
neighbor glorified God. To the
surprise of the early Protea-
tanta, financial success often
followed upon their diligence.
Wealth was o blessing, but it
was held in trust to bo used for
the good of the neighbor. Pover-
ty, howovor, was not a sign of

od's nor that the

thot may do injury to some, and
cause socinl instability for all,

poor were blameworthy. In
short, the “Protestant gthlc"

Critics

mmmlrum
BPECiAL Weite

Thoy: were disassombled,
wrapped and crated for |hip-
mont by sea to London, England,

Onco reatored, thoy roturnod
to Qokland County.for reposi-
tioning, tuning and regulating.

Now that tho 5400 metal and
wooden pipos have taken their
vightful places in the sanctuary
after an 18.month absonce,
Christ Church Cranbrook will
again reverberato with the rich,
mellow aounds that have tradit
nunnlly accompanied the Episco-
pal worship experience.

On Sunday, Juno 22, the
nawly rofurbished Skiriner/Man-
der organ will bo blessed during
a 10 a.m. dedication gorvice at
tho Bloomfiold Hills church at
Long Pino and Cranbrook roads.
Musie diroctor Charles Raines of
Royal Oak will begin the ceremo-
ny.at 9:45 a,m, with an organ
prelude featuring music by
Bach, Mondelssohn and Vierne.
The public is invited to join in
the celebration, which will bo
followed by a reception.

*It’s not only an organ for
Christ. Church Cranbrook

e but a ol
instrumont for tho whole com-
munity to be proud of, delight in
and listen to,” said the Rev,
Edward Mullins of Bloomfield

Hills, “It's a form of outrench.”

The decision to apend $1 mil-
lion to reatoro one of only five
existing Mander organs in the
country was made six years ago
in response to the aging instru-
mont's malfunctions and fro-

quent repairs,

BY RENA FULKA
BPECIAL WRITER

When the faithful leave the

of work, wealth and

-of Weber's thesis have pointed
.| out that capitalism had begin-
nings carlior than the Protes-
tant Reformation — particular-
Jy in some of the city-states of
what later became Italy. Never-
theless, it is true thot historical
circumstances linked with the
carly Protestant movement pro-

. slightly different anglea,

social respnnsibllity A!']r]um
at lenst, thbir best — insist that'
no pthwul system can afford to
neglect the well-being of the
weaker membera of socioty.

Ronald P, Byars, Ph.D., is
pastor of First Presbyterian
Church uf Elrmmgham

. pons by.

At least since tho d to the of sanctuary at First United
of Max Weber's monumental wenlth, but also insisted on ‘Church of Birmingh
work, “Tha Protestant Ethic msponslbxhty within a commu- on June 22, thoy will be asked to
and the Spirit of Capitaliam,” nity. That ethic becomes some- | make n uniquo “Offering of Let-
Protestantsj— and particularly  thing quite different when sov- {  tors”™ that could eventually feed
the heirs of John Celvin — ered from its original theologi- | hun of hungry mauths in the
hnve been oither praised or cal roota. Jews, Romnn Unimd Statea, N
blamed for the flowering of  Catholi and othere app the ono-hour worship
y ket

sorvicos at 8:30 and 10 a.m. —
which will include supportive ser-
tho Rev, Willlam Ritter,
senior pastor — church mambanl

stand amo!

“The crigihal jnetrument,
which dates back to 1927, was
built by ane of the world's finest
organ builders, E. M. Skinner,”
said Raines, who has atudied
music since the age of 7, “The
pipe work was of very fino quali-
ty, but by the carly ‘90s, all the
echnnlcal and olectricnl compo-
nonts had d d to unroli-

Fine tuned: The Rev. Edward Mi ull ins (right) and music director Charles Raines
yment of the 5,400 pipes that comprise Christ Church Cranbrook’s
newly refur mhe Mander organ.

ject began in January 1896,
whon workers transformed the
sanctuary into a temporary con-
struction site during the aix-
weck disassembling procoas,

The following January, the 45~
foot scaffolding tower was ro-
orocted for the four-month
mstullnﬁon procoss, which
tun-

. ability ... Weo never knew when
something would fail.”
The masaive restoration pro-

national letter writ.ing cam) X
“I'm hoping to get 400 people to
sign three lotters each,” lald Leo

ing and rcgulntmg of each indi-
vidua! pipe, Two new turbine
blowers that pump air th h

Hm'll’nmmmnm

lhe pipes at a comparable tom-
perature and humidity lovel os
the argan were mounted in tho
rear of the organ chambaer, The
original consolo, which now haa
four keyboarda and a pednl-
board, was rebuiit in the tradi-
tional English stylo to accommo-
date the 1,400 new pipes that
were added+4o the instrument.
While the organ components
were being restored in England

Founded in 1874 ns an ocu-
mcmml n_on«pumuun Christian

Norris of Bir
church's hunger coordinator, 'l‘ha
issua is nanybody that's hun-
gy Sn tho Unﬂod States of Ameri-
ca ought to have enough to ent.”
The lettera will be sent to mem-
bers of Congress asking for tho
restoration of cuts i:-ln national
an

ing praxrnm

through the r Hos. A Cures:
» Acc or'l'BBT %ﬂ leg‘mltion

benefits for

will gather in tho fellowshi

to sign preprinted letters carrying
Bread for the World's message to
“Tell Congress: Hunger Hus a
Cure.” The church, at 1589 W.
Maple. welcomes members of the
to purhupuw in this

unemployed adults uctwely seck-
ing jobs and for legal immigrants
who arc ¢lderly; disabled or under
age 18, A Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants and Children is also part

improvemonts

Bread For the
Wnr]d mobilizos Congresai

Boo PIPES, BS

Church members offer letters for hunger legislation

"of the legislation.

Stanton chairs the Conference
Section on Hunger/United
Methodist Commission on Ovar-
scan Rc]iuf This is the first BFW
cevent

action by lobbying law makers to
relcase the resources neoded to
fight poverty and world disasters.
BFW publications enhance the

goal of cducating citizens by pro-
v[dlng Bible utudles and womlnp
aids on the Chril

tion hos nndormlwn since becom-
ing onc of 76 Metro Dotroit
churches to enroll in the organiza-

tion a8 a covenant church.
Last year's lotter writing cam-
pnu.n dnw national attention to
thood hunger, and 600 mndl-

world hungor. 'l'hc zruup,-;lmmn
miembera"dhad thdusandi:

churches,
The Blrmmghnm church's
involvement with BFW is in
response to the resolution of the
Detroit Conference of the United .
Methodist Church to support the’
arganization in its cfforts to end
hunger, Church membcr Harold

dates committed 6 support

of il lejialation rélating to tho lesue,

Advocutes are hoping similar
attention will be given to the
Hunger Has a Cure Act.

“! have been given Bill Ritter's
full support and believe that the
people of First Methodist will
come through again with great
support,” added Lee.
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