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THEATER

BY BANBARA MICHALS
BIECIAL WRITER

Love and loncliness, aspira-
tion's and frustrations are the
themes running through the pre-
sentation of eight 10-minute
plays, part of the Hartlande
Thentre Company’s “Playscape’
'97". at Oakland University's
Studio Theatre. .

All cight of the short plays are
entertnining, some of them
humorous, some touching, some
highly unusual. Director Mary
Locker does a fine job with ail
ecight plays, each by a different
nuthor, andytho acting is consis-
tently pleasing.

In William Borden's very
amusing “Muse,” a frustrated
young writor (Matt Talbot)
pleads for somo help from hia

Charity event brings
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. Red Wings fans have been’
gathering at William Beaumont
Hospital and the site of the crash
that eritically injured defensc-
man Vladimir Konstantinov and
masseur Sergei Mnatsakanov as
a form of group therapy to deal
with'the tragedy.

Concerned fans will have an
opportunity to come togother at
Joe Louis Arena at 2 p.m.
Sunday, June 22, for the “NHL
and‘ Celobrity All-Star Hockey
Game” and to sign a banner
encouraging the recovery of
K and M }

“We're looking at it as a way
for people to escape tho tough
times of the situation, but in
addition to that we will address
the injured Red Wings, ond we
will'be placing a large banner in
Joe Louis for people to sign,” naid
Kathleen Kennedy, public rela-
tions manager for Olympin
Areia.

*“When there's a tragedy like
this, people want to be together.
Thia is a good opportunity.”

The scheduled appearances of
Steve Yzerman, Darren McCarty,

and Jeey Kocur are now tenta. _

Hartlande presents en

L

Plays
When: Through Sunday, June 22
Schedule
B Mainstage . .
“An Evening of Short Plays” - 8
M First Stage Reading -

cape .
Where: Varner Hall on the Oakiand University campus, Rochester. 1

Tickets: Range from $5 to $12.50, with dlscoun(s‘far se?\lavs hanb
students. Call (810) 433-1233 for Information. .
p.m. Friday and Saturday, Jun; 20+
21, ($12.50); 7 p.m. Sunday Sune 22 ($10). L
“The Agent’. by Maggie Patton ~ B p.m, Thursday, June 19, ($5). -
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muse, He is quite taken aback by
the arrival of o' gay male (David
Podulka) to fill the role. Though
he would much prefor a female
muse, the writer finally concedes
that this muse is better than no
muse at all,

A diner late at night is the set.

tive but the event, sponsored by
The Coulicr Foundntion, is still
on. .
Former local residents Chad
Smith of the Red Hot Chili
Peppors and ‘comedian Dave
Coulier will be joined on the ice
by Coulier’s farmer “Full Houso™
co-atars Bob Saget and John
Stamos, along with Tim Allen of
“Home Improvement,” Dave
Thomas of “Grace Under Fire,”
Cameron Bancroft formerly of
“Beverly Hills 90210," Matt
Frewer also known as Max
Headroom, and George Wendt of
“Cheers.”

Athletes Mark Howe, Kirk
Gibson, and the Montreal
Canadiens’ Valeri Bure, and
ESPN's Barry Melrose and John
Saunders are also expected to
lace up.

*I hear he plays in a league,”
Coulier said of Gibson, “He's
gatta be huge.”

Tickets range in price from
$10-$250 and are available at
Joe Louis Arena and Fox Theatre
box offices and all Ticketmaster
locations. For more information,
eall (313) 983-6606.

Comedian Dave Coulier is hop-
ing to raise more than $500,000
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ting for Jim Leach’s *Two Coffees
Black” whore the lone waitress
(Phyllis Lewis) overhoars two
young men {(Matt Troyer, Stove
Dombrowski) talking sulcide.
Though frightened by the men-
tion of guns, the waitress decides
to intervone and try to sava the

teftaining

two from themselves.

In John Patrick’s “Next Door
Down,” o young apartment
dwellor (Jan Waldron) fears that
hor clderly next-door neighbor
haa been dead for several days.
8he fighta an uphill battle to
onlist the aid of her other neigh-
bor (Thlbot), who takes the very
urban view that it's none of their

* business.

Act I ends with “Labor Day” by
Milan Stitt, A woman on the ter-
raco of her high-ride apartment
(Kim Arnaut) is so starved for

-intelligent conversation that she

uses hor teloscope to spy on the
man waiting below at a bus atop
(Troyer). She keeps ringing him
at the nearby pay phone until
she finally arouses his Interest,
Though tho play tries to deal

Wings fans together

for his foundation which will
then distribute the funds to St.
Vincent' and Sarah Fisher
Center and Children’s Hospital
of Michigan's'cancer research
fund, o

“We're hoping to draw a lot
(from the Stanley Cup). Last
year we barely made any money
after we paid for airfaro and
hotels, and everything. I would
love to make $600,000 a yenr
from these events,” Coulier said,

. _Tho event is close to Coulier, a
St. Clair Shores native. He start-
ed the foundation as a way to
remember his sister Sharon who
died of cancer.

“This is my way of keeping her
alive,” said Coulier who recently
wrapped up the pilot “Local
Zeroes” for CBS.

Coulier and tocommate Chad
Smith, a Birmingham native and
drummer for the rock band Red
Hot Chili Peppers, wero in town
Thursday, June 6-Sunday, June
8, to promote the event and
skate with children from St.
Vincent and Sarah Fisher
Center at the City Sports Centor
in Detroit.

“It's a big deal for them. They
don’t get a chance to skate ot a

rink like this,” said Smith about
the children from St. Vincent
and Sarah Figher Center. “It's
inapirational to me to watch

em,
The Chili Peppors’ Smith
played hockey through high
achool until “the pucks started
comin’ a little harder. I decided
to stick with druma®

“It's fun to get out here and
play. I'm 40 excited to play with
the people I grew up watching
like Gordie Howe."

‘The Red Hot Chili Peppers are
writing music for ita follow-up to
“One Hot Minute.”

The Coulier Foundation is
hosting two other fund-raising
cvents, The “Celobrity and
Sponsor Skins Golf Tournament*
Monday, June 23, at Red Run
Golf Club, and the fifth annual
Dave Coulier Celebrity Golf
Classic Tuesday, June 24, at
Indianwood, wrap up the four-
day fundraising serics. A previ.
ously scheduled *Summor Heat
Party” has been canceled.

For further information about
the golf outings, contact The
Coulier Foundation at (888) 300~
0161.
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claims that in the first year of
business, 3 million patrons (and
converaely 200,000 pounda of
popcorn) will be served at the
theater. Expect standard Ster
amenities like rocking chair
seats, cup holders, and extra leg
room in the guditoriums, which
range in size from 96 to 502,

Each of the thesators is

equipped with THX, the state-of-
the-art sound system devloped
by “Star Wars" creator Georgo
Lucas.,

While the decade has acen sig-
nificant thenter projects in the
Main and Birmingham, the now
Star Southfield is. the best
excusefor moviegoers to give
their video storea a rest and
start heading back to the movies.

eveni
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with some profunditss, it never
complotoly rings true.

Act 11 opens with the very
wacky “Clown Wives,” by Kim

Carney. Ever wondored about .

the difficultics of belng married
to a professional clown? Probably
nat, but it's fun to hear the com-
plaints of the young wife (Mary
E. Rychlowski) married to
Blinkoy as she seeks the advice
of tha long-married wife (Lawis)
of Shleppo.

Ronald Jay's “The Pitch* exam-
ines the interaction between o
man on the stree (Dombrowaki)

. begging that he “will work for
food” and the failed corporate
executive (Podulka) who tries to
befriend him but cannot rocog-

his own shorteomingw.
In Kitty Dubin's *"Mystical

ng of one-a

R

Kb A
Body,® Rychlewski Is moving as
the {‘imbic instructor who must

* perk up and {nasplre her female

atudents deapite the crushing
pain of her own broken heart.
The concluding pleco is’
Vincent J. Cardinal’s “Date @life-
cafe.com.” Sot in a coffee house, a
seminary student (Troyer) who
has tx;? to find sex through the
Internet is befriended and
advised by the young lady
(Waldron) he hes approached in
a cans of mistaken identity”
Stage manager Donald Robert
Fox and hia crew cleverly manip-
uluﬁa the lh}:iple flﬂltl gﬂ;ﬂ:}} .
eight plays. Hopefully, the
:'P:L:g wll’loruprde:g ?bnut
scape and the playera
will got a larger audience then
the sparse one they had this past
Saturday nigh! .

Meadow Brook offers
festive season of plays

Meadow Brook Theatro's 1997-
98 season will feature Pulitzer
Prize-winning plays by Neil
Simon and Edward Albee os well
as the return of Charles Nolte's
adaption of s “A Christmns
Carol*

Ticket information for the sea-
Bon is available through the
Meadow Brook Theatre box office
at 810-377-3300, Tho theatre is
on the campus of Oakland
University in Rochester Hills.

“I feel like St Nick in the
springtime,” snid Meadow Brook
Theatro’s artistic director
Geoffrey Sherman. *The
response to bringing back "A
Christmas Carol” has already
been overwhelming”

“You can be sure that tho rest
of the season will be juat as fes.
tive, a8 touching, as thrilling”

Meadow Brook opens its 32nd

Nolte's adaption ran from 1982-
19984, Booth Colman returns as .
the ultimate miser, Ebenezer
Scrooge, who learna the meaning
of Christmas from four very per-
n:ané:o spirits and one very spe-
o3 '
Keith Glover’s music-filled fan.
tasy “Thunder Knocking on the
Door: A Bluesical Tale of Rhythm
and the Blues” makes its
Midwest premiere Jan. 7-Feb.1.
In this tale, the supernatural
Marvell Thunder challenges two
talented mortals to a guitar
playing duel. But like most bots
with those from the “other side,”
what ia lost or gained is extraor-
dinary. Variety has called
*“Thunder” a “fresh and imagina.
tive piece.” i
Joo Orton's outrageous comedy
“What the Butler 8aw” involves
the axf-mmqr!ml-lhenanl;mm of

season with the N pre-
miere of Tom Dudzick's nostalgic
comedy “Over the Tavern,” from
Sept. 17-Oct. 12. .

The, play, which takes place in
1869, involves a Catholic boy’s
comical battles with his knuc!de-

runchi tachism t

" and the lad's often touching dia. "

logues with God.

In a review of “Tavern,” In
Pittsburgh said: “There’s merry
mix-ups, wacky complications, a
littlo tear, and a lesson learned
at the end.” K

Edward Albee's play, “Three
Tall Women" runs Oct. 22 to Nov.
16, In this drama, a 82-year-old
woman reminisces with two
younger associates about her
life, loves and feelings toward an
impending reunion with her
estranged son. The Wall Street
Journal had once called the play
“a dazzler™

From Nov. 28 to Dec. 28 the
theatre raturns to the original
script, set and ataging of “A
Christmas Carol.” Charles
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1 through September 1
Cranbrook Institute of Science

1221 N.-Woodward Ave., Bloomfeld Hills, Mt detwaen Long Lake & Lons Pine Rd)
433209
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a X paychi and
his ‘equally. . wild - wife,
Disappoarances; disguises and
discovaries abound as Dr. and
Mrs. Prentice tfy to hide their -
secrets from each other. The New
York times said “But}
“Hilarioun ;,,Outrageo; It
dazzles,” The comedy runs from
Feb, 11-March8,

The hair-raising thriller
“Murder by Misadventure” by
Edward Tayler runs March 18 to
April 12. In this fast moving
adventure of cat and mouse two

. mystery writing partners become

involved in a feud from which a
murder seems the only escape.
Press notices have described
“Murdez® as a *whodunit that .
should out-run *The Mousetrap.’

Tho season concludes with
Neil Simon's “Lost in Yonkers,”
from April 15 to May 10, .o

Meadow Brook Theatre is aup-v
ported by the Michigan Council
for the Arts and Cultural affairs,
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