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Six days nfter a serious limou-
sino accident douscd the forvor
of Stanloy Cup-crazed fans,
Birmingham Police atill are try-
ing to determine oxactly what
'] caused tho crash,

minor {njurica b
deploymont of an air bag.”

Polico briefly mot with Fetisov
Tuesday and were scheduled to
meet with bim again Wednesday
afternoon, Rumora wore circulat-
ing that Fetisov was yelling at
the driver to wake up when the
car loft tho roadway. Pattersen
wants to dotermine if that was

of the

Despite widoapread spacul
tion about the accident, all that
is known for certain at this point
is that a stretch limousine trav.
eling npproximately 50 mph on
southbound Woodward Avenue
was traveling in o slow lano,
moved over three, lanes, hopped
the curb and hit a tree,

The impact catapulted Detroit
Red Wing Vladimir Konstanti-
nov and team masscur Sergoi
Mnatsakanov at the same speed
forward from their back goat in
. the limo, suffering soricus

! injurios. Both remain in comas
and in critical condition at Beau-
mont Hoapital. -

Red Wing Slava Fetisov wns
sitting in tho eeat with his back
to the litho driver so he felt the
impact leas and, as a rosult, suf-
fered only minor injuries, Briver
Richard Gnida only had minor
Linjurics and was released from
the hospital Monday.

“None of them were wearing
sent belts,” said Birmingh

thecase.

“*Wo talked with Mr, Gnida
briefly on Tucsday, We havo a
lot of questiona loft,” Patterson
aaid. Those quesations include
why the driver may havo blacked
out or fell asleep at 9:13 p,m.
that evening.

Gnide told Birmingham Offi-

cor Tim Exelby at the acene of

tho accidont that he had blanked
aut and didn’t remember chang-’
ing lanea or tho crash.

Onco ‘those questions are
answored, Paotterson expecta to
go to the Oakland County
cutgr’l Offico to seck charges

all driving records.

Invostigators have been
putting tho pieces of that night
together. “They did everything
right,” Patterson sald of tha
three Red Wing employcos,
“Thoy wero going to bo celebrat~
ing and they didn't want to mix
that with driving eo they had a
limo. That's what makes this
-evan more unfortunate.”

The three had beon golfing at
Tho Orchards outside of Mt,
Clomens that day, the final get-
together of the team to colebrate
their Stanley Cup victory the
wi fore,

Today is the hockey awards
program in Toronto and muorks
the time when players scattor to
their respective summer homos
or vacation before training camp
starts in Septomber.

Konstantinov, 30, Fetisav, 39,
and Mnatsakanov, 43, were the
first to leave tho golf outing and
wero headed to another

nida, from
carcless driving to felonious drive
ing, depending on what the
interviews reveal. *

Tests rovealed that neithor
drugs nor alcohol were involved
in Gnida's accident. However, he
was driving even though his
liconso is auapended until Jan-
uary 1988, In a statoment, the
Gambino Li i rvico said

Deputy Chief Richard Patterson.
*We believe Mr. Gnida had only

the company was unaware of
Gnida's driving record and is

promptu party. Goalio Chris
Osgood invited the team to his
house in Birmingham for a con-
tinuation of the festivities.

The crash occurred only a
milo from the players’ final desti-
nation.

Patterson seid the investiga.
tion should conclude at the end
of the weck.

Michigan State Polico Sgt.
Larry Richardson, a fic crash

other side.

BY SALLY TATO.
BTAYP WRITKR

I watched the Wings give the
blues to St. Louts, ‘

The long overtimes as the
Wings slaughtered the Ducks for
* dinner, . .

! SS:' an Avalanche fall on Col-

orado, . :
And the Flyers were brought
down to land, .
Lord Stanley was finally home.
i As Hockeytown was cclebrat.
| ing, tragedy struck.
i We all learned how valuable
life is, .
So I don't care if Stanley comes
home again, or
Stava plays another year, or
Sergei gets another knot out of
@ muscle, or .
Viady ptits the pads back on.
All that matters is that they'll

okay.
Get well scon.

Author of a

Kerre
poem left at the
memorial site

Thoy’re wondering now if the
Cupwas worthit. - .

They're praying ontside the
hospital end driving by a slab of
land on Woodward Avenue
where earlior this wook pocms,
flowars,photographs and prayers
climbod tho troca, and thoy'ro
wolghing the Cup ugainst the
players who won it,

If thoy had a choice, which
would thoy pick? If actions
reflect omotions, thoy'd shoot for
the players. - '~

* Thoy came to Birmingham
from all over the county, from
over tho state. They wanted to

. sco whera the party etopped.’

Thoy ‘wanted to know what,
when no player in tho National”
Hockoy Lengue could, slammed

"Detroit Red Wings defensemen

WVladimir Konstantinov .and
Slave Fetisov, ne well as tenm-
masscur Sergei Mnatsakanov.

They want to ;;;ovoﬂfnm are *
Bill Martines, a Bloomfield : i i
Hills dovelopor, stopped at the N R

fans, even during the off-ecason,

make-shift memorial site ncar
Quarton Road Mondny on his
way to the office. Birmingham
police dismantled the momorial
that night for safety reasons.

“I think it goes beyond the
Wings, I think it goes boyond the
Stanley Cup, I really do,” Mar-
tines said about tho shrine fans
croated almost inatantly ufter
tho Friday evening accident.
*“They got to celebrate for four
days and then this, Words can't
even describo it.” -

Liaa Smith brought hor son

. Andrew to holp support the team

ond other fans mourning the
uncertainty of Konatantinov and
Mnntaakanov's futures, Both
suffored hoad injuries after the
lmousino thoy were riding in
crashed into a treo on tho medi- .
an, Fetioov auffered less serious

injurics.

*1 just felt like part of mo had
to bo hore, The Red Winga are
all such horoes bocauso thoy’re .
nll gontlemeon and they've
brought so much to Detroit. it's

t

. so sad that this hn;‘)pnud

All ages: There was no age gap this week when it came to visiting a spontaneous
memorial for Red Wings injured in a crash Friday. Justin Clarke, 9, of Waterford
signs a giant card as Bill Martines of Troy, who works in Birmingham, reads the

bocause wo noad people liko
Konstantinov, like them, in this
world$® said Smith, a Troy rcsi-
dent.
* *“Tho tragic thing is it happens
overy day to people and this
(shrine) doesn’t happon for
everybody,” Smith said, pointing
to the bounty of rod and white
paraphernalia ot the memorial
and acrosa four Janes of traffic on
tho tree in the median whore the
crash occurred. “It could bo a
memorial for everybody.”

‘Tom, a palesman from Bloom-

ly checks of

§ ‘“hear Redding shortly

yoconatruction expert, and Birm-
ingham traffic officer Dave
Schultz died t. idont

Offering
help: .
Passersby
help pas-
sengers
out of the
limousine
and offer
asgistance
after the
vehicle
carryi
Red' ©
Wings
players
anda
massgeur
crashed

Beaver.

dotermine speed and a line of
travel to try to ansawer somo

ongino parta did
g wi

not cause the
PR

scene Tucsday morning.

The loft lane was closed off
during morning rush hour as the
reconatruction team used survey
equipment and other tcols to

that no‘other car or other object
was blocking tho path of tho
limo, deapite initial reports that
tho limo swerved to avoid a
stalled car,

A mechanic alrondy checked
the limo as it sat in the Bob
Adama storago ot in Birming-
ham, Ho dotormined that the
car's brakes, mechanical and

Police monitor crash site

A total of seven accidents were roported near the
site, including three on the Birmingham side of the
d the divided highway and four on the Bloomfield Town-

BY HELEN NIRMIEC
BSTAPY WRITER

Threo car accld Monday night P
Birmingham Palice to di 1o the shrine crented

by concerned Red Winga fans, marking the spot of
a limousine accident on June 13 that put two play-
ers and ono team massour in the hospital.

.The shrine got. ita start in the Woodward median
aftar tho limousine aceident  dent- . B n S 74 220l
occurred at 9:13 p.m. The focal point was the.tres --<-The-overriding éoncarn was public safoty, he
hit by the limo and over the nicxt two days, count-
lesa floral bouquets, stuffod animals, signs, candles’
and rosaries were placed on and nround the tree.
The area alse drew large crowds and police worried
about tho pedestrians running across the four
tan,

lanes of traflic to get to the medi

ship side,

*I had been told to monitor the.situation. We
wera very, very lucky that one of thoso vehicles
didn't leave the roadway and hit the pcople assem-
bled thero,” Schettenhelm said ol'_lha final acci-

eprpe e

for parking sites ainco the shrine got going late
Friday night.

“We had peopla standing right on the curb. They
wore dangerously close to the traffie. There were

Palice and others shut down the vigil sito late between 76 and 100 peaple thero most of the timo,”

Monday night, The itoms wero stored in o city
facility and are waiting to bo taken down to Joe
Louis Arena, the home of the Red Wings.
- Aftarncon supervisor Sgt. Steven Schettenhelm
made the suggestion to shut down the site and
by his superiors because the
median was becoming too dangerous. The last
straw was a late afternoon accident on Monday,
R which sent two people to Beaumont Hoapital for
ararr PHoToayJouyzoenay  treatment of their injuries, The accident occurred
when the lead car in the fast lane slowed down to
scan tho momorial area, The car behind ran into it.
“They wero minor injuries,” Schettonhelm said.
“It could have been worse and we didn't want it to

that was approved

got to that point,”

Reaction to accident goés ‘beyond Stan:.ley Cup’

vl . Offering faith:

Ilene Jab-
Y| booricopiesa
. passage from
the Bible onto
a poster full
of well-wishes
from fans.
The poster,
near the
crash site,
was taken
down by
Birmingham
police, along
with flowers,
balloons, pho-
tographs and
gifts, Monday
»n r ZOLYNEKY

field Hills who
did not want his last name used,
snid he purposcly routed his
travel from Grand Blanc to the
Downriver so he could pass the
site Monday, He and his wife
passed tho sccident Friday night
on thelr way home from down-
town Bi gham. -

. "I just saw it and said that
doesn't laok good. I'thought,
‘Boy, somebody got it pretty bad’
and then I got home and heard it
was tho Red Wings and it was
oll downhill from thers,” Tom
said, "It's just a shame somo-
thing like this happened.”

Schettenhelm said. “Safoty was our concern.”

Birmingham and Bloomfield Tawnahip police
patrolled the median, The median is the dividing
line between the city and township, though the
limo came to rest on the Birmingham half of tho
strip. Some officera directed traffic to got the
gawkors moving and others kept watch on fans
charging across four lanes of traflic with cars going
at the posted speed limit of 50 mph. To reduce tho
chance of pedestrians being hit, Patterson said the
police asked the crowd to set up their watch site at
a trianglo at the Woodward-Redding i Y
on the west sido of that crash site.

“As moro thinge got placed, we wers gatting com-
plaints from resid and busi d
about snfety,” Patterson said,

FINAL REDUCTIONS

40%-50% reductions on original prices
on sclected merchandise.

FOR LADIES:
JACKETS AND SKIATS * BLOUSES * SWEATERS * CASUAL JAUKETS *
SELECTFD RAINWEAR ° PANTS * AUUESSORIES

FOR G EN?
SUITS * SPORTS JAUKETN ¢ TROUSERS * CASUAL JACKETS
SELECTH RAINWEAS * SHIRTS AN TIIS * MMORT HIRNIMINGS © ACCESSORIES

B

Burberrys |

OF LONDON
SOMERSET COLLECTION, TROY

(B10) 643 8555 OPEN THURSDAY 10AM-9'M
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added. The staffing wasn't a problem, ho said, and
officera monitored traffic and helped people looking

Cause of accident remains a mystery
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