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CONVERSATIONS «

Tri-county leaders take
steps to reestablish
dialogue on arts funding

M ow other {ssues reflect the logiam

in our public discourse than pub-

lie funding to the arts. .
+ ‘Want to start an argument? Ask
whother tax maney should support
- the arts. The barbarians would rather
starm tha gates than tess a few cents
to struggling arﬁsu or a muscum in
need.

“Whilo arta supporters generally [uel
a sense of urgency about tho lack of
public funds, polmmnm have reluc-
tantly touched the issue for fear of,
eliciting the wrath of an anti-tax pop-
ulace.

But there's a glimmer of evidenca
that reason, not political advantage,
might be setting the course.

During the last 10 days there have
been encouraging signa that elected
officiala in the region are willing to
set aside political gamesmanship in
the interest of maintaining our
shared culture,

Flexibility the key
Monday, representatives from

Qakland, Macomb and Wayne coun-
:le‘;lmvnitcd the pmpoxml ofa 12

7

rovenue to support the mgwns 14
tier-one eultural inatitutions, such aa
the DIA, Meadow Brook, Cranbrook
and the Detroit Zoo.

Many of these institutions are oper-
ating at about 50 percent of thé fund- ~
Ing levet of the Iate 1980,

“I want to bo nssured that these
institutiona will look ta bo self-aus-
taining,” said John McCulloch, chair

. of the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners, who attended the tri-
county meeting. *They have to show
that they have e long-term plan/to
remain competitive.”

McCulloch called last year’s funding )
proposaal (Senate Bill 1053) “too rigid”
beeause it failed to incorporate some

. basic political realities. While
McCulloch did not say so, one “politi-
cal roality” was that under the initial

SNAPSHOTS .

OF POP
CULTURE .
OVER PAST

100 YEARS'

RRT

AT

27 ATV TR 4 A R

plan, Oakland County would
42 porcent of the tax revenue but only
receive one-quarter membership on
the proposed 18 member tri-county
cultural council. Expect a change in
that arrangement. .
If tho cultural inatitutions ean
demonstrats more flexibility and
prove that they do not plan to rely
solely on the tax revenuo, MtCul!och ‘-
is prepared to step up his suppo:
But ho emphasized not until all hln
concerns are angwered. o
For instance, McCulloch wanta tc
know who'll administer the projected
$40.7 million tax revenuc, and how
much will go to fledgling or small arts

groups. Advertising art: Diane Shipley-
‘That should allay the concerns of DeCillis, owner of The Print
loeal arts groups who fear they’ll get Gallery, has gathered.an i
frozen out of public funds. Y v Hcction of vint
Currently, Detroit Renaissasice, . impressive collcction of vintage
which spearheaded last year's failed posters dating from the late
millage proposa), is working Lo get the 189th century through today.
14 culturel institutions to think in . - The demand - and value - for
terms of sound business plans, rather vintage poster art is incréasing
than cxhibition and concert sched- rapidiy.

ules.
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BY FRANR PROVENZANO
. STAYF WRITER

ven a gelemn cynic like Andy
Warhol might bo impressed
with the widespread popularity
of poster art. In influence, appeal
and collectibility, postor art has
becomo the ultimate democratic
moans to spread aesthetic bliss to
the masses.
For Diane Shipley-DeCillis, owner
of The Print Gallery in Southficld,

..art printed on a postar ia the equiv-

alent of o public visual library
whereby people can choose and buy
art without worrying abaut what is
“important art” or mortgage their
homes to purchaso an original work.
In the spirit of entertaining com-
mercialism, The Print Gallery’s
Vintage Poster Exhibit ropresonts
tho finest advortising placards from
their pormanent collection. In stylo
and intent, tho posters’ power of
suggestion precedos the more

sophisticated modern-day commer-
cial persuasion pill,

The Vintage Poster Exhibitf
includes colorful graphic images of
coquettish French ladies, robust :‘;’;"m";‘:;’ m‘h;{'ﬁgk"" Plazaat
Italian maidens and dreamy mamc « Howa: 10011; & pum. Mondey
landscapes. While the posters reflect < 10 a.m- 8 p.m. o
a distinetiva historical flaver and g;”mﬁ?ﬁ,"’fﬁ@?” .
graphic style, they remain true to . . ot , R
the :npienlistic zeal in hocking prod- -

+ What: Vintoge Poster Exhibit
* When: Through July 32
« Whare: Tha Print Gollery, 25203

ucta ~ c} olive oil, nosphoro “art® alao can be found
cruises, cigars, broath mints, bis- 02 Picassoesque dinner plates,
cuits and movics. Monot-colored scarfs and yan Gogh-

* inspired note cards. .
“My quest is to find as muny
thmga with Mona Lisn (on it) as 1

Advermmg as art? Commnrcinl .
expression worthy of nesthatic
virtuo? What could: bo morc:

: . can,” said Shiploy-DeCillis of West
American? Blu’umﬂeld who boasta owning a
Poster appeal . pair of socks with.the nllurlnz

s : _fomale of Da Vinci's maate:
s e it posor ol Inhomid 19800 Shiley DeCill
range of art posters from masters g;u mr:u nnnouf 3‘: n:oatem;:xlu{
Iike Coravaggio and Rembrandt to u_niﬁ ostors in recent hla'::ry for
American artists Winslow Homor EP

and Andrew Wyeth. In tho boutique Ploaso sco POSIERT, C2

Conversations/

| The mystical world of Nancy Thayer

hours; £ p.m,- 6 without plenty of gut

« Extendod Perspective duesn't um\n easily. ‘Nov xymbul to flluminato the many layers nf

A noft-spoken boomer on n mission,, middlo ju a highly structural and symmet-

and rowarding.

yoara have been romarkably consistent

tlons: Artist
Nancy Thayer.

Yransformations . of Lathrup
: Palntings of BY FRANK PROVINZANO Thayer quictly holds & connection to the rical landscape. And the subtio uml‘anmty vill I3
Narcy Thayer BIASF WRITER world as mystical as her cathartic Inyering  of her work can be nasociated with Mark * sioge has
 When: Thirough Tor ‘most baby boomers, ungst is every«  of cils, postels, chureoal, acrylica and pen- - Rothke's meditative paintinga. captured a
Wodnasday, where, Struggles abound: job insceurity, cil, Thayer's abotract expressionistic cre-  While Thayer may bo placed in the exis- mpelling
June25 mid-life crises, marital woes, declining  ations of the last threo yeara camprises tential painting tradition of American mot (f to reflect
« Wuare: Buming health and incrensing body fat. “Conversations/Tranaformationa,” current-  artista such ao Nowman, Rothko and the many levels
Galtery, 614 S, Even listening to classic rock and oldies ly on exkibit at the Burbara Bunting Milion Avery, her work ean't bo discarded of conscious-
Weshingten, won't make renlity go away. And if grow- Gellery in Roynl Oak. o8 derlvative, Th bile
Royal Oak? ing up weren't enough of a drag, many Diotinguished by the matif of a descend- *These worka are seducing,” said ness. Zae suolie
{248) 545 boomers must take caro of the same par-  ing tunnel of l:ghi amid a dorkened ficld, Barbarn Bunting, gallery director, whose ”mﬁ’”?"t?' m
4820 ents they once rebelled againat. Thayer's pui ct a nelected exhibits over the last soveral her paintings -

recall the medi-
tutive paint-

p.nv. Sund: Yet Nancy Thayer of Lathrup Viltage A cosual lack ot her work detects aaimi- | *Their energy creates a quiet atmon. ings of

’1.110:;:":6 P hns found a hopeil, quiot porspective larity tu the paintinga of Harnett- phere where you can tall nbout what mat. Ameiican

\vwé;an while standing at the unnerving middle- Newman, particularly his “Onemont {,”  ters </ life, relationships and mortality,” abstract artist.
: ago abyss. rhmngnwhcd by a line straight down tho . . . .
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Marl: Rothko. .
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