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said Nichola. “I couldn't go out
and play, there was no TV back
then, and our radio didn’t work
consistently. So I had to road,
Becenuse of that, I becamo a read-
er, and renlly interested in edu-
cation, I think I'm a teacher
becauso of it.

w1t also made me a fanatic
abput athletics,

. While polio afflicted Nichols
left:leg, his right leg grow
atronger to compensate. In 1956,
ho set the Farmington High
Schoo! high-jump record. (It was
rroken aoen after by the enly
Olympic gold medal winner to
ever come out of the Farmington
area.} Nichols was also voted
Farmington High's Most Out-
standing Athlote.

Pattern of success

His athletic succens set a pat-
tern for life. While his carcer as
n teacher, professor and admin-
istrator flourished at severnl dif-
ferent achools, Nichols also
bacame a hardcore runner, rack-
ing up on cstimated 32,000 milcs
ovor the years. However, he
kriew that jogging would take far
too-much time for his current
fund-raiser,

So he dacided to b a

fira — biking through the moun-
tains of Tennessce and Georgia
last sumunor.

“Bofore March 1996, I had
never ridden a bike more than
two miles from my houso,” sald
Nichola. *I know if I couldn't do
tho mountains, 1 wasn't going to
make it to Florida,”

Nichols has faced greater
abatacles in lifo, Decades after
conquering his ordeal with polio,

¢ becamo a cancer survivor. Not
long ago, a detached retinn cost
Nichols the use of his loft eye,
but ho perscvered, and began to

.look for a way to honor the arga-

nization that had taught him to
survive carly on in life,

Sinco the threat of polio was
cradicated in the late 19508, tho
March of Dimes had asince
turned its sttention te birth
defects, a subject Nichols fre-
quently touches upon in his
teaching. Onee he came up with
the idea of the Canada-to-Key
West trip, he had no trouble
pitching the idea to the organi-
zation,

“Of course, we were not going
to discourage him at all,” soid
Bill .Axtell, communications
director for tho March of Dimes
in Southfield. at wo've done

cyclist.

~Nichola slowly worked his woy
up-to a 76-mile-a-day averago
tiefore giving himsolf a trial by

is worked with him, and tried to
got the word out a bit about thia
effort.”

The i

has

a fow aponsora for Nichola' trip:
tho Florida Citrus Growers are
donating beverages, and Evian
has contributed bottled water.

Starting from the Univorsity
of Windsor (whers he was an
adjunct professor), Nichols will
parallel I-75 south through six
states, ond hopes to mako it to
Koy West by July 25. Tho plan is
to jog 160 miles, and bike the
rest of the route, averaging 75
miles a day with every third day
off for reat and publicity.

‘Biking for. Babies'

There are already plans for o
CNN interviow in Atlanta.
Nichols® wifo Alice, also a gradu-
ate of Farmington High, is fol-
lowing him in & van and hopes to
convinco Rush Limbaugh to
mention Nichols on his syndicat-
ed radio program.

“If I can get a five-minuto fea-
ture on CNN, that's 85 million
viewors,” said Nichols. “I'm
doing everything I can to got
publicity.”

Along the way, he will be solic-
iting donations and distributing
pledgo cards, which peoplo can
uso to sponsor him for a certain
amount per milo.

Nichols’ trip also coincides
with tho national convontion of
the National Education Associa-

t‘ion in Atlanta, to which he is a
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and will pay a visit,

But Nichols isn't killing only
two birds with one cross-country
trip when he can do more. As

secrotary of Michigan Polio Net-
work, he hopos to aproad the
word about Posat-Polio S8yndrome
nlong his travel routo,

Nichola himself suffors from
tho syndrome, .symptoms of
which include chronic pain and
cold extremitics. Thé syndrome
can affect polio survivora even 40
yoars on in life,

*“I have friends in my notwork,
aore who are completely paras
lyzed today,” ho said, I want to
identify polio survivors who are
having physical problams four
decades later, and got them to
cantact mo to send them infor-
mation about post-polio,” .

Ho may have na doubts about
whather he can physically pull it
off, but Nichols {s keeping a spe-
cial thought in mind to carry
him through any rough spots.

“I call thie my Biking for
Babfes project,” he said. “That's
what it really is. So that babies
can live qunlity lives, even if
they’re born with a birth dofect.

“That's my motivation, When I
got tired on the back roads of
Kentucky and Goorgia, that's
what will keep mo going.”

To moke a contribution or
pledge for Nichols' journey, call
the March of Dimes at (810) 423.
3200,

For information_on pi}nhpnlia .

syndrome, contact Nichols (in
about a month) at (248) 340-
6922, .
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Mercy teacher dies

puter problems and glitches both |
hete at tho high school and on |
0 Morcy campus, H
*Sho was ono of the most faith. |
ful peeplo I havo ever met. Sho ;.
would ask what I.neoded ond ;
then say, ‘I can do that.’ "And :
sho did. No matter iow much |
work was involved or how many :
. complications aroso, she did it!® |
~Hor students will remombor |
her for her brilliance, the chal- !
lenging classes she offered, Sia- !
. tar Regina said, and for hor abil. ;
ity to mako cven th

Mathomatics teacher Sister
Connie Banks died from ronal
foilure on June 23 at McAuley
Rotirement Centor in Farming-
ton Hilla. Sho was 68.

Born April 21,.1939, sho joined
the Sisters of Mercy in 1988,
She sorved as a mathomatics
instructor at Mt, Mercy in Grand
Rapids, Mercy College in Detroit
and Morcy High School in Farm-
ington Hills over 85 years.

Sho is survived by hor sister,’
Barbora Stadt of Grand Rapids,
and her roligious sisters in the
Mercy Community, . .

e most com- |
plex problom comprehensiblo,  ©

Funeral sorvicos will bo hold |
6:30 p.m. today, June 28, at !
Maercy Centor Chapel. H

Memoriala may be mado to the |
Tuition Assistance Program of '
Mercy High Bchool, 28300.
Eleven Mile Road, Farmington :
Hills 48336; or the McAuloy Ren- !
ovation Fund, 26000 Eloven Mile |
Road, Farmington Hills 48338, ' !

“We at Mercy High School will
romomber hor for so many
thinge,” statos Sister Rogina
Doelker, principal of the school.
“She loved teaching, especially
the upper lovel classes, but she
also loved computers. Thoy chal- -
longed hor, and she would not
give up until sho solved our com-

$20,000 gone in produce heist |

Burglars carried off two safes
with a total of $20,000 in cash
and two guns — including an -
Uzi 9mm semiautomatic — dur-
ing a break-in of a Farmington
Hills produce market after it
closed Sunday night.

Thioves broke in somotime
between 9:16 p.m. Sundey and
6:45 a,m, Monday at Farmer
John's on Haggerty Road. It’s
bolieved the thievas parked in
the east lot and then cut the

veat slata on the south to got ¢
inside; police reports said, .
The intruders managed to :
bypass an alarm on the west bay ©
door and gainoed accesa to the :
office through a door window :
r unscrowing tho frame. B
Police beliove thoy used four- :
wheal carts to haul out both :
safes, - .
Polico have loada they're fol-
lowing up on, Commander
Chuck Nobus said. .
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> Newsroom fax: 248-477.9722
> Nightline/Sports: 313.953-2141
> Reader Comment Line: 313.953-2042
> Classified Advertising: 313-591-0900
> Display Advertising:  313.591-2300
> Home Delivery: 248-901-4716
> Cable TV, Weekly: 313.953-2190

. HOMELINE: 313.953-2020
» Open houses and new
developments in your area,
» Free real estate seminar Inforgation,
» Current mortgage rates. . :
¥ CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 313-591-0900 * |2

coseestrveserece
» Place classified ads at your convenience.

N

TAMLE GravEs / STary ARnat

" & CIRCULATION AFTER HOURs
OAKAND COUNTY: 248.901-4716
-» Request subscrip atyour lence
FAX LINE: 313-953.2288
> Yeuthiiis Maslefef:rd}.;;g'zvgi‘;ﬁi&'c'éii'l e’ 60’0‘; e
nformation from our classi ads, l i g
noon Wednesday and Friday: * servvce s avalla ; ¢ Y ’
* Item No. 9402: Looking for a'place to rent or someone fo
share an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental i
classlfieds, Cost: $5.95, . . .
* Item No, 9800: R
aliplanes; etc: Cost: $5.95 .
® ltem No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of automoblles, Cost; $39.95 © |

 DOYOUNEED MORE
" HORSEPOWER IN A CAR LOAN?

Y

: boats, les,

Pers,

Rates for '96 & '97 Models' _ Apply by Phone, Member’
New and Used, 48 Months or Less ~ Loan Center: 800.488,2222

. Ferndale '248-398-1210 > Youcan decess On-Ule' Wi JUst'3boit any communications™ |-
Auto Flex -

Detroit Medical Ctr. 313.832.7030 software—PC or Macintash. On-Line users can: v

An Auto Flex-Loan at Credit Unlon
ONE gives you the advantages of a car
loan and the freedom of o lease. And
with an Auto Flex-Loan, you're free to
drive your new car 18,000 milcs a year.

O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100 .

Farmington Hills 248-855-1101 * Send and receive unlimited email
Macomb Township 810-566.1300 . : N ’ H
Reoyal Oak 248-288.5010 m :Hd‘?—:gjrﬁs‘d the Internet—Telnet, Gopher,

Shelby Townehip 810-254-5560.
Southwest Detroit- 313-849-0080
Sterling Helghts 810-978-7181
Troy 248-879-5800

Westland 213-425-1520

ONE's Financial . 800.719-0022
Internet hup:/fwww.cuonc.org

“Anrual Parcontago Flate efsctive ke 8, 1907

Also you can save 20% ar more on your
monthly car payments.
Y pay * Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentic *
. hewspapers, - :
* Chatwith users across tawn or across the countey.

FIXED APR®

The title is in your name, so you can
trade it in or sell it anytime, paying off

" the balance with no penialty. Or you
can wait until the end of the loan, keep
it, sell it, trade it or tum it in.

Ifyou need help signing on to our service, just call the
O & £ On-Line Hotline: 313-953.2266
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1t’s easy and it's fast. You can apply and
get pre-approved over the phone.

The Auto Flex-Loan. The loan with

a lot tore horsepower fram the place
where maney ~ end peapb: = reen't lazy.
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