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We must carry on
Cunningham’s cause

nt——— Just nbout a month ago, the community of
« FOCUSON poetropolitan Detroit observed the death of
THEOLOGY ;16 of jta members who had made a major

contribution to the well being of our socicty
as a whole, and capecially to the poor and
underprivileged members of our society in a
specind way. I spenk of Fr, William Cunning-
hom, pastar of the Church of the Madonnn
in Detroit, and founder and exccutive diree-
tor of FOCUS:HOPE. Tho outpouring of
appreciation expresaed at the time of his
death was an indication of the many ways
that Fr. Cunningham and hia ministry had
“made a difference” in 30-plus years of sor-
vice. It was with pride and appreciation that
:the Cathalic rommunity of the Archdiocese of Detroit joined
-wxlh the community-at-large in honoring ono of its awn. .
= Fr. Cunningham made it very clear, in his final days, how-
‘gver, that what was important was not that he be remom-
.bered and honnred, but that the work he had begun should
scontinue and grow. Many people, both leaders and ordinary
uhmnq agree with this hope and many will dedicate them-
‘selves to trying to continue the vision and oppartunity that
Facus:HOPE affers to so many people,
Durm;, the lum- of Fr. Cunmngbnms funeral, however, I
that Fr. Cunni and what he stood
ﬂ;r. was not always so popular in metropolitan Detroit. Yes,
‘Fr. William Cunningham was about feeding the poor, and
developing marvelous programs to train city youth for pro-
ductive careers and lives. But Fr, Wiltiam Cunningh was
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Sitting among an orderly
assomblage of historic artifacts
is an unopened soda pop bottle
encircled with o Coke logo in
Englizsh and Hebrew - its con-
tents half ovaporated with time.

Like the aging treasures thot
surround it, the bottle offers a
glimpse of Motro Detroit's carly
Jowish history to inquisitive
individuals visiting the Rabbi
Leo M, Franklin Archivo at Tem-
ple Beth EL

“It's so interosting,” said
archivist Heidi Christein. *It's
better than fiction. This is real
life, immediate, you-can-reach-
out-and-touch-it history.”

As the first full-time archivist
to serve the Bloomfield Town-
ship temple, Christein has bcgun
the arduous task of organizing,
describing and marking the vast
collection of manuscript matori.
als, photographa, glass lantern
slides, microfilm and audio and
audiovisual materinls stored in
the windowless room on the tem-

also about racial harmeny, and about strongly opposing seg-
regntion and racism in all its forms, The special aymbol of
FOCUS:HOPE continucs te proclaim that what his work and
‘mission was, and is, about is bringing people of diverse races
together, He not only wished for this, and prayed about it, but
-challenged all of us to live it. This messnge was not, and is
not, always popular and accepted by many of us.

Onc of the FOCUS:HOPE cvents that Fr. Cunningham
“bégan, and that still takes place today, is the annual “Walk
for Justice™ in October. In its earlier days, this was called a
“Walk for Brotherhood.” Its purpose was to bring together
people who had moaved apart. People who participated in this
walk sought not only to raise money for FOCUS:HOPE and
its wondurful programs, but to express a willingness to rench
acruss boundaries and divisions to heal some of the hurt and
deprivation that so many in our society experience. It is not
accident thit, even to this day, the Walk for Justice takes a
path that goes through the aren where the 1967 riots started.
It in a countersigm. It is n sigm of hope.

hood on many levels, care for the poor, respect for one another
regardless of race or creed — these are the legucies, and this
is the challenge that Fr. Willinm Cunningham leaves with us.
= Fr, Cunninghnm also showed us that these high aspira-
nons and gunls can on]y be renchcd wnth hnrd work and com-
but this must
be followed wn.h awcnt and wnrk The impact Fr. Cunning-
Bam had on our community called us out of our “aafe zones.”
colled us to reach out to ono another, and miost especially to

¢ poor. 1t calls each of us to do what we can to make a dif-
erence — umcmlly for racinl harmony.

~Fr.C wns and our com-
favnity will be gmntly better for it. It will only be truly hen-

red, hawever, if we pick up this often unpopular torch, This
festimony, as Fr. Cunningham taught us so powerfully, is
expn‘-mcd in what we do.

‘May we be worthy of the heritage this great servant of God left!

:1 The Rev. Timothy F. Babcock is minister at St. Andrew
Catholic Church, 1400 Inglewood, Rochester, You can reach
bim at the church: (248) 651-7486.

ple’s second floor. The assiduous
process is cxpected to take two
years.

*Since Temple Beth El is the
oldest (Jewish) congregation in
Michigan, there is 160 years
worth of history here,” said
Christein, who has already
bogun logging entrios on the
computer. “I was amazed at the
rﬁnge of materials they collect-

There wore only 60 Jows
among the city of Dctroit's popu-
lation of 21,000 when Temple
Beth El was founded as an
Orthodox community, The adop-
tion of by-laws for Reform
Judaism six years later prompt-

* What Fr. Willinm Cunningham stood for will inue ifall | ¢d a handful of members to spin
6f us are willing to embrace not only whnt he did, hutwhnt he | off in 1861 and form Cong.
stood for. A to justice, brotherhood and sister- | Shaarey Zedek, a Conservative -

congrognhon now Iucntcd m
d a

Community involvemont has
been an integral part of congre-
gational life at Tomple Beth El,
whose worshippers outgrew
seven spiritual homes in the city
before moving to Oakland Coun-
ty in 1973.

“It’s a congregation that sunk
roots decp into the community in
which it was established,” said
Rabbi Daniel Syme, who leads
the 1,600-family congregation
along with Rebbi Daniel Cas-
tiglione, Cantor Stephen Dubov
and Congregational Educator
Joyce Seglin. “Somcone had a
aense that this would be a signif-

nd West Bl

icant . that preserv-

ing its history would be impor-
tant and that othera would want
to share that history and learn
from the triumphs and mis-
takes.”

“This ia not just an nrchlvo
about Beth El as a Jewish inati-
tution,” continued Syme, who
lives in West Bloomfield, “It is
part and parcel of the history of
Detroit and tho state of Michi-
gon.”

Documents show that as early
as 1861, Beth El woman orga-
nized Suldlera Aid Society of
Detroit, the firat of its kind in
the nation, Seven years later,

Archivist Heidi Christein of Bloomfield Township holds tlxc 19:!: Cen- :
tury Marriage Certificate she discovered within the 200 liner feet of manuscript materials -
available to researchers at the Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archive at Temple Beth El, $

first philanthropic agencios,
“The Gentlemen's Hebrew Relief
Society” and “The Beth El Relicf
Society,”

Rabbi Leo M. Franklin — the
11th rabbi after whom the
archive was named — organized
the United Jowish Charitios in
1899, which later became the
chmh Welfaro chcrnuan He

k " d the fi irst

ing Sorvnco in the country in
1902, and was the first in the’
nation to organize n student con-
gregation on campus §n 1914 at’

congregants blished Detroit's
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Troy church offers Saturday night service

Due to the pace of our society,
new church scrvice has been
designed for those who can not or
do not attend traditional Sunday
morning church services,

What makes Saturday Night at
Troy unique?

It gives the attendee the chance

. to meet new frienda and get to

know their neighbors, allows
them to enjoy upbeat music with
a contemporary flavor, has a
come-as-you-are-dressed policy,

gives the chance to hear positive,

practical, biblical messages that |

will encourage, and provides top-
notch child care through the guid-
ance of dedicated child.caro work-
ers — all on Saturday night.

“The Saturday Night at Troy
service has met a tremendous
need in our arens,” enid Dr. Dolig
Schmidt, senior pastor.

“We've found in our

sons, ranging from busy Sunday
aschedules due to work, soccer,
and golf to something as simple
as reluctance to dress up for tra-

.ditional services.”

Mike Harding, nssociate pastor
of Saturday Night at Troy, says,
“The time wo spend together
allows people to connect and grow
with other loving pccplu that are

in ting or d in the

that many of our neighbors do not
attend church for a variety of rea-

Christian lifestyle,
It’s not just the dress style

that's casual, the service |s|
designed for you ta come as you,
are whether ynu havs never heen|
to church or you've been a lifelong)
attendee.” .
i
Saturday Night at Troy meets.
at 3163 Rochester Road, one block !
north of Big Beaver Road (16 Mile!
Road} every Saturday night from'
6-7 p.m. Call (248) 689.20156 far
more information.
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