Patterson proposes options to state road plan
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L. Brooks Patterson isn't waor-
ting with fellow Republican John
Englar aver roads,

Oakland County exocutive
nnyl thn govornor's roads pro-
gram was put togethor in a rush,
and is a power grab, by the
Michlgan Department of Trana-

rtation,
“Thh iu MDOT's program,”
Patterson sald of the Englor’s so-
called “Build Michigan II” pro-

gram to pump $570 million {nto '

state, county and local roads.
*“They crunched the numbere
‘over a weckend, John (Englor)
went to school Tucsday and
Wednesday and announced it on
‘b Thursday.”

' Patterson is offering his own
+*rensoncd respones” with two
alternatives — “conatructive
«&riticism in a sincere effort to
‘advance the debate.”

* It is a now tuno for Potterson,
who in the past has engaged in

ubitter squabbles with state GOP

<eaders in his own quast for
gubernatorial and U.S, Senate
nominations. Recently, Pattor-
son posed for a photo standing in
‘n deep hole in & road that was
aupposed to represent a pothole
- but described it as a gag shot.
The cBunty oxecutive, a former
+ 18-yoar prosecutor, haa enid he
isn't intorested in running for

- governor in 1998,

Meanwhile, Bnglar told a news
conference last week that ho is
waming the Legislature to “stay
in session for na long as it takea
to puss this plan and fix our
ronda.” The Legislaturo usually
adjourns for the summer by the
Fourth of July.

Englura plan has threo ole-

- 8510 million more revenue,

This breaks down into 8 4-conts

. per gallon hike in tho fuel tax,

higher weight taxes for trucks,
and $200 million more fedoral

aid.

@ Shifting control of 23,000
miles of county and municipal
roada to the state, more than
tripling the Dapartment of
Transportation’s jurisdiction to
33,000 miles. In Onkland, it
would mean taking control of
770 miles of county roads, other
miloa of city-villoge roads, and
I‘Il]'l the fodoral nid that goes with

om.

B Auto insuranco — requiring .

drivers to buy less, if they wish,
in ordor to pay for higher fuel

taxes.

Chief problem is MDOT's
desire to expand ita juriediction
from 9,600 miles of ronda to
nearly 83,000. Setting aside the
monoy probloms, Patterson criti~
cizes the idea because it would
also mean MDOT would have to
deal with thousands of permits
for curb cuts, traffic signals,
street aigns, sower digs and so

on.

Patterson thinks it would ba
impossible for MDOT in Lansing
to handle all tho requests and
comp]umtu with no more staff
and no dge of

L. Brooks Patterson

]I’lan A

Pattarson's first counter-pro- |

posal is to eay, go ahoad and
take control of 23,000 miles of
roads — but with three condi-
tions:

M Tho state would guarantee
Oakland would get 90 percent,
instead of 48 percont, of the
monay it sends to Lansing,

@ Loca! officinle would priori-
tize the projects b thoy

*Do you know weo hnvn roada
that carry 40,000 to 70,000 vohi-
cles a day compared to 10,000 in
northern Michigan?® Patterson
said.

*Wo would suggest that
MDOT take control of all inter-
states and freeways, which tho
public assumes thoy have any-
way, and leave to thio locals tha
balanco of nurl‘ncu roads,” ho

said..

Brent Balr, managing dirvector
of tho Oakland County Road
Commiaafon, did much of the
rosoarch for Patterson’s plan.
Bair said such o formula would
shift a lot of northern money into
Oakland County,

To prevent a palitical squabbl

Brent Balr
M A 5-conta fuol tax incrense,

They say Engler’s assumption ho
can squeoze another $200 mil-

of “winners versus losers,” Boir
said thoe stato could agroe to
“hold harmless” the northern

countios while shifting new *

money southward.

Revenue plans .
Patterson and Bair offor two

“are more awaro of and closer to
the problem.”

B Englor should abandon his
plan to give all the “growth”
taxes, such as regiatration fecs
(up 7 porcent a yoar) and tho
diesol fuol tax (up 6 percont a
year) and throw locals the crumb’
of the line tax (up just 2 per-

local gripes.

In tho same way Engler says
Michigan isn't gotting its fair
sharo of federal road funds, Pat-
torson arguos that Oekland
County is being short-changed
oven more sariously by the etate
—- 1 48-cont veturn of stato funda
aoligible to be spent in Oakland

. County for every $1 of taxes sont

N to Lansin;
Senators opposed “That's why wo insist on‘an
Patterson said the g g formula, in

road plan was lupporwd by only
four of tho state Senate’s 22
Repubhcnn members last week,

advance, before we buy into the

Build Michigan II propoaal,” Pat~
terson said.

cent o year). Ho aaks equitable
troatment in sotting up road
ﬁ.l\ndl — *fair play, fair play, fair
play”

Plan B

His second counter-proposal

keeps county and municipal

roads undor local control but
rowrites PA 61 of 1951 road
funding formule. The new for.
mula would bo based on lane
milenge (rather than linocar
mileage of tho roads) and

(for vehicle miles traveled).
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other y-raising plans:

lion out of Washi is politi-
cally unrealistic, and that littlo
more than $50 million will bo
forthcoming.

M Shifting 1 percent por year
of tho anles tax on gosolino out of
the general fund and inte roads.
Gasoline buyers pay the 6 per-
cont salea tax, but that revenua
dogan’t go to roads, as most
drivors assume. The Qakland
plan wouldn't shift the sale tax

S

,~‘I
all at once but at 1.percent, or
$67 million, a year,

“Gaa taxes should be for mnﬁa'
not. fnr other governmental pur-
poses,” Patterson said. “Tho to
in now ravonuos, aftor
four yoors, would be $696 mil:
lion, sllghtly more than the gd
arnor's proposcd $670 millloq
contained in Build Michigan I1*

The diverted sales tax would
cost public schools monoy. But
Patterson notos that three npw
Detroit gambling casinos would
kick $65 million a yenr into thd-
school fund, more than making -
up the $57 million loss from thﬂ
snles tax on fuel, b

Pattorson profers Plan”'B
because it would allow mnkd
local control,

Currantly, Oskland Caumy

ond Commission has the nnly
ataff members in tho state capa’
ble of resoarching alternatives
to, ond.tho impact, of MDOT‘
plan.

Wrock the county road com-
mission, ho said, and you leavd

DOT with a monopoly of plnn-
ning power,
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