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# Blogham Farms — Due
to deteriorating raads, all five
miles of local rondway will be
ropaved with a layer of chip seal

the end of July with a completion in

late August. Thirteen Mile and 14
Mile roads will not bo repaved since they are not

local roadways.

Birmingh — Dorby b Adams and
Coolidge and Buckingham botwoon St. Andrews
and Coolidge are boing resurfaced with an expect-
cd complotion date of Inte July. Derby will be
closed during oxcept o d 1
traffic, .

M Farmington — Grand River will be widoned to
include a left turn lane and traffic signal at the

i i from Grand
River to Farmington Road, will be closed during
construction, Work in schoduled to bogin July 16
and be completed by Sept. 30.

A Farmington Hills — Eight Mile, between Hal-
sted and Farmington ronds, is being widened to
gvu lanea, Thoe project, which nx(‘cnds through the

. . ] i o bo

. 8

completed Aug. 22. Intormittent lano closures are
poasible. Expansion of the Haggerty Connector (M-
6) has closed 13 Mile Road, between Haggerty and
Mcadawbrook, until Aug. 1. Beam ropair work hos
started on the 10 Milo bridge over I-88/1-276 with
an expected completion in late October. Thore will
be hourly closures on 1-88/1-276, and 10 Mile is
restricted to one lane in ench divection until July
30, Rhonewood, off of Gill Rond and south of 8
Milo, has beon paved with the final layer of
asphalt to bo ndded this week. The Farmington
Road bridgoe ovor 1-896 is shut down for deck
replacoment and will reopen Aug. 19. Traffic will
be detoured along 11 Mile, 12 Mile and Orchard

0 ronda and a lane shift will be in place for cast
and weatbaund 1-698 travelors with intermittont
lane closures, Paving and dral imp

Improvements and changes are scheduled for the following
Oakiand County roadways. Drivers may wish to take alternate
routes during the road construction periods: ' .

and Meadowbrook, until Aug. 1. Beam repair work
has started on the 10 Mile bridge over 1-9&/1-2756
with an expectod completion in late Octobor. Thero
will bo hourly cloaures on I-86/1-276 and a perma-
nent lane closure on east and westbound 10 Milo
untfl July 30,
@ Orchard Lako — Lakeviow, Pino Tree, and
Sunbeam strects in the RC Bankers Sandy Beech
Subdivision are boing paved. The project will be
finished July 16,
B Rochester ~— Tho first phase of the Sholdon
Road Extension is under construction to create a
bypaas through the city of Rochestor. The half-milo
stretch of two-l dway i boing d
from cast Second Street to Parkdalo, Tho roadway
will bo east of Miller and is expected to be opon for
traffic Aug, 16.
@ Rochester Hills — Hamlin Road is boing recon-
structed to a four-lans boulevard from M-59 to
Crooks Road. The project, which {a expectod to be
complated by tho spring of 1898, will include the
completion of the east-weat link from tho new M-59
ramp to various businesa facllitica. The roadway is
closed with detours acrosa M-59 and Avon Road.
0ld Perch, between Avon and Walton Boulevard, is
expected to be closed July 23 for an asphalt overlay
project and reopen in mid-Soptember.
0 Southficld —~ J.L. Hudson Drive over M-10 {8
closed for repaira until Sept. 2, Traffic is dotoured
along the service drives. Mount Vornon Street
bridge over the Lodgb Frooway (M-10) will be
closed for painting and deck work July
21 and completed Aug. 19, Greenfield bridge over
the Northwestern Highway (M-10) is under con-
structlon for deck replacoment with southbound
Groenfield closed and traffic detoured along Pem-
broke. Lanes are expected to reopen Oct. 30, 1857,
Dy d residentinl dways on the western
border of Lathrup Village, east of Borkshire
bng:'con Winchoater and 11 Mile, have boex;rxiuvod
: an b

have sta) at the west end of the Meadowbrook
Hills subdivision ncar 8 Mile and Halated. All
ntreets will be repaved with cast end work begin-

wi d wi
continue until the end of August. Residentinl road-
ways cast of Lahsor and west of Arlington between
Winchester and 11 Mile aro undergoing spat con-
crete repl t to be leted by Oct. 31,

ning in mid~July and the project leted Sept.
1

6.

u Indepondence Township — White Lake Rond
near Andersonvillo Road is closed to through traf-
fic. It in boing widened to threo lancs and realigned
with Nelsoy Road. Detours route drivers down
Dixie Highway to Andersonville until tho expected
completion in November when the southern por-
tion of White Lake Road will bo tumed into a cul-
de-gac instend of intorsecting Andersonville.

# Novi — Expansion of tho Haggerty Conneetor
{M-5) has closed 13 Milo Road, botween Haggerty

® Troy — Dorby between Adams and Coolidge
and Buckinghom between St. Androws and
Coolidge are being resurfaced with an expected
completion date of late July. Dorby will be closod
during construction oxcept to residential traffic.

NOTE: Unless otherwise staled, detours are
unknown or not planned.
Source: Local, county, city and village road officlals.

— Compiled by stoff writer Jeanifer Placinto

LegiSlature delivers
state aid hike to OU
in new budget bill

By TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

State universities will average
about 4 percent more in state aid
under a budget bill that finally
cleared the Legislature July 3.

Biggest winners were Oakland
University, up 6 percent; Central
Michigan University, up 5.8 per-
cent, and Grand Valley State
Univeraity, up 8 percent.

Also faring above average were
University of Michigan-Flint at
4.8 percent and Saginaw Valley

at4.4.

The “big three” — University
of Michigan-Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan State and Wayne State —
were boosted 4.2 percent, Most
other universities got o {lat 4
pereent, including U-M Dear-

born,

Sen, John J.H. Schwarz, R-
Battle Creck, had sought across-
the-board hikes of 4.6 percent for
all universiticas and better treat-
ment for U-M Dearborn in his
version of the bill. But amid com-
peting interests during House-
Senate conference committees,
hia plan was scaled down,

There waa a big promise for
the future: “It is the legislati

H n the closing hours
of thelr sesslon, law-
makers quickly adopted
a $1.55 bllllon budget
bill. The Senate vote
was 36-0 with two
ahsent, and the House
vote was 99-1 with 10
absent.

Democrats were bearing down
on the U-M Ann Arbor for admit-
ting so many non-Michigan resi-
dents.

One section said: “The U-M
Ann Arbor recognizes its respon-
pibility to Michigan resident stu-
dents. It ia the intent of the uni-
versity to recruit and admit
qualified Michi d an:

Politics mangle road deal

Patterson
on roads:
Not enough

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAYY WRITER

Like othora d about

BY Tt RICEARD
TAYY WRITKL

Parked on a trailer outside the
State Capitol in Lansing last
weck was a trailer with a flnsh-
ing sign that said, “Just Fix the
Roads.”

Sponsored by a cealition of tho
Michig_n'q ‘Chnmbor of Com-

for Michi, i, »

snid Bennott, "and I intond to
kecp that promise. Highor gas
taxes are not the answer to fix-
ing Michigan reads. Wo need to
look more closoly at roforming
the transportation system.”
Bennett boasted that ho won
an amendment to 8B 303 that

merce,
Association and 98 other groups,
the sign summed up what the
Michigan Legialature failed to do
in an entiro week of back-room

potholes, Oakland County Exec-
utivo L. Brooks Pattorson must
wait until next week to see what
plan, if any, the Michigan Legis-
lature finalizes on raising the
gasoline tax to finance road con-
struction,

But from what he saw of the
plan discussed by lnwmnkers
and the g P sald

Instead:

,® Senate Republicans had an
agenda dominated by cutting the
overall tax load,

B House Democrats had an
agendn dominated by tax breaks
for collego tuitions nnd.child

care.
Thoy will try again Tuesday
with a second week of overtime

the final package will undoubt-
edly ba “woefully inadequate to
addresa the neods of Gakland
County.”

State lawmakers this waok
wero scheduled to resume offorts
to reach agreoment on raising
the gasoline tax. Efforts stalled
Inst week after legislators failed
to reach
agreo-
ment on
other
aspects of
the pack-
age, such
as on off-
setting
reduction
in  the
snles or
income
tax to
make it
“revenue
noutral®

o r

L Brooks Patterson '
County Executive

moterists.

OCC nets
3 percent
aid hike

BY Ti¥ RICHARD
STAFY WRITER

Community colleges will
get 3.4 percent more than
last in state aid.

Tho House and Senate
put the finishing touches on
the $276 million compro-
mise package before its
Fourth of July break and
sent it to the governor,

It stripped out language
that would have prohibited
use of college funds for
employces' or dependents’
abortions, replacing it with
2 non-binding statement of
the Legislature's “intent”®
not to fund abortions

That result had been pro-
dicted publicly by Reps.
Tom Kelly, D-Wayne, and
Hubert Price, D-Pontiac.,
Most lawmakers saw the
anti-abortion languago g

to establish financial aid pro-
grams and scholarships to
achieve a resident Jevel of under-
graduate enrollment of 70 per-
cent,”™.

Here are grosa nfupropn’ntiona
for samo aren universities;
B Onkland U. $42.2 million.

goal to achiove a $4,500 per stu-
dent funding floor for master
lovel universities and a $6,000
funding floor for doctoral level
univeraities.”

That should have given warm
foelings to Eastern Michigan
University, which last year was
funded at $4,185; Oakland Uni-
versity, at $4,086; and Universi-
ty of Michigan-Dearborn, at
$4,136.

In the cloming hours of their
scasion, lawmakers quickly
adopted a $1.66 billion budget
bill. The Senato vote was 36-0
with two absent, and the House
voto was 89-1 with 10 absont.

All aroa members voted yes.

The lono proteat camo from
Rop. David Jaye, R-Macomb
County, who complained of “tax-
payer paid progratus for minori~
ty students only, including rich
minorities and foreigners.” He
cltod the Martin Luther King
Select Student program nt $1.9
n{'!llie,n and :hv‘ “p}inorit): only

Ing tuition” line item at $4 mil-

n.
There was evidenco House

B U-M Dearborn $23.1 million.

B Eastern Michigan, $76.1
million.

B Wayne State, $223 million,

M U-M Ann Arbor, $315 mil-

lon.

M Michigan State, $279 mil-

on.

Dropped from the final version
was Schwarz's pet project: $1.6
million for public policy rescarch
— the effect of term limits on
state government.

Houae members eloctod in
1992 are completing their third
and finnl terms, and nearly 70
now faces aro oxpected in the
110-member body Jan. 1, 1899,
Senatora elected in 1984 must
leavo in 2002.

Most of the $1.55 billion will
go directly to the 15 public uni-
versitica. Several items are for
more gonersl programs: $66
million for agricultural extension
and cooporative extension pro-
grams; $2.7 million for the King
and solocted student support
programs; and $118 million for
various scholarship, tuition
grants, work-study and federally
aided acholarship programs.

the elected
boards' right to govern and
unions’ right to negotiate
wages and fringes.

Hore is how some area
collegea will fare in the next
fiscal year:

# Oanklend Community
College — $19.8 million, up

-8.1 percent from the current

year.

@ Schooleraft College —
$10.6 million, up nearly 8
percent from the current
year. .

B Wayne County Commu-
nity College — $15.9 million,
up 3.2 percent.

M Henry Ford, Dearborn
-~ $19.2 million, up 4.3 per-

cent,

W Lonsing, $28.9 million,
up 4.7 percent.

The House passed ite
more generous vorsion May
13, and Senate action fol-
lowed early in June, but
negotintors waited until the
1ost minute to put forth a
“conference report” to recon-
cile the differences.

The House vote was 97-1
with 12 nbaent, and the
Senate vota was 32-4 with
two absent. All aren mem-
bera voted yes,

In other action, the Housa
approved 89-0 & bill brond-
ening the pawers of commu-
nity college boards.

Even so, Gov. John M. Engler
was reportedly optimiatic thal
the proposal under consideration
would provide the framework for
a solution next week,

“We don't know what that
final package will look like,” said
Patterson. “I accept what they
come up with as o boginning.
Bu& we still have a long way to

go.

This much scems certain, Pat-
toraon anid, “Oakland will not
got enough money to mest its
road needs, They'ro talking
about a 4-cent per gallon
incrense, which will raise $200
million a year.

“That's simply not enough,”
snid the executive, who carlier
proposed raising the gasoline tax
5 cents a gallon as the coro of his
road proposal, It also included
Michigan getting more federal
funde and shifting part of the
gasoline sales tax from the gen-

It will be harder than
over. “We'll be down zome mem-
bers,” said Rop. Deborah Why-
man, R-Canton, ticking off a list
of lawmakers who are schoduled
for family trips, children's wed-
qingn. anniversaries and the

In a nutshell, the Sonate
passed a package of bills featur-
ing a net tax reduction over five
years, but the House passed only
ono in return.

Senate OKs bills

The Senate's package called

for:
M Increasing the atate gasoline
4 cents per gallon effective tax
Aug. 1. The diescl tax was not
changed. A bare minimum of 20
senators vated yes,

B Cutting the 6 percent sales
tax on gasoline to 4 percent over
four years. The rate would fall to
& percent on the firat day of
1898, 4 perceat in 1899, 3 per-
cent in 2000, and 2 percent in
2001, That final 2 percents is
constitutionally dedicated to
public schools and wouldn't be
lowered.

B Cutting the personal income
tax by raising the per-person
exemption $100 next year. Cur-
rently the exemption ia $2,600,
It is indexed to inflation and is
acheduled to go to $2,600 next
year. With the $100 increase, tho
new exemption rate would be
$2,700 per household member.
Tho House also passed this bill,

Takeover killed

The Scnate killed portions of
SB 303 that wauld have allowed
the state to take over control of
8,200 miles of county and local
roads. The takeover, sought by
Gov, John Engler, never came to
avota.

*“It was opposed in all four cau-
cuses (House and Senate, Demo-

eral fund to rond impr

Motorists currently pay a 6
percent sales tax on gasoline, A
ahift of ono percent (or 1 cent}
would genorate $67 million a
year for ronds.

“Michigan might got more
money from the federal govern-
mont (as the governor request

crat and Republican),” said Sen.
Robert Genke, R-Northville.

“It's a shell game. I'll nover
vate for it,” said Rep. Tom Kelly,
D-Wayne.

[ have no problem with giving
maintenance of somo local ronds
to the state,” said Sen. Michacl
Bonehard B.Birmingk “But

p an
to sit down togoether and decide
how best to fix the roads. It is
important that townships have a
say in how road funds aro allo-
coted.”

Bennott's defection had been
predicted two days earlior by
Petors. “It Jooks like theyll have
to put up 20 votes thomsclves. 1
may be Bonnett. That's the scat
they’re trying to protect.”

Bonnott's seat had beon held
by Democrats for 30 years until
ho won it in 1994, It is consid.
ored “lenning Republican” in the
recent issue of Insido Michigan
Politics nowslatter.

Net tax cut

Sen. Dale Shugars, R-Portage,
gaid the net offect of the Senate
packago, after four years, would
be a $110 million tax cut. In
those five years:

M Tho higher gasoline tax
would yleld $960 million.

® Tho sales tax cut on gaseline
would save drivers $910 million.

B The higher income tax
exemption would save families
$150 miltion.

“(Senate majority leader) Dick
Posthumus was insistent on
that,” said Shugars, .

In the firat year, thore would
be a $90 million net tax hiko ~—
$190 million more for gasoline,
$30 million less for incomo taxes
and $70 million lesa for sales tax
on gasoline.

Dems’ plan

House Speaker Curtis Hertel,
D-Detroit, on July 8 announced
his caucus would support a 4-
cents hike in the gasoline tax —
on these conditions:

M A reduction in the personal
incomo tax rate from 4.4 to 4.326
percent, saving the average fam-
ily of four $28.25. Statewide tax
coat: $122 million.

@ Expanding the college
tuition tax credit from a maxi.
mum of $250 to $600. Savings to
familics of college students: $36
million.

B A child care income tax
deduction of up to $6,000 per
child for working parenta. Tax
savings: $17 million.

Total one-year tax cuts under
the Democratic plan: $176 mit-
lion versus $190 million incrense
in the fuel tax,

Hertel said his plan was
backed by County Executives Ed
McNamara, a Wayne County
Democrat, and L. Brooka Patter-
ls‘un, an Oakland County Repub-

ican,

‘Breakdown’
Two lawmakers said part of
the breakdown had to do with

ed), but I don't think it will be
enough.”

Pattorson said from what he
knows of the package under con-
sideration, Oakland County
would receive less than $5 mil-
lion dollars for roads and high.
ways, “We will need more than
$1 billion in the near future, or
wo'll fall further behind,” he

aald.
S Coun-

should Maple Road be made six
lanes? Should there be capacity
changes, curb cuts, new speed
limits, traffic lights? Thosc
should be local decigions.”

Fuel tax key

The koy bill was HB 4832, the
fuel tax hike, which passed with
18 Republican senators and ono
D The Houso has yet to

8
cil ?f Governments (SEMCOG)

b

will need $23 billion for roads
over tho next 20 years, said the
oxecutive, “The legislature is
taking o Band Aid epproach to a
major problem.”

Patterson said he didn't neces-
sarily disagreo with those in
Lansing who predict there will
be no road plan this session —
despite pressure for an agreo.
ment before tho legislature
adjourns for the summer session.

The governor wanta tha hike
in gnsoline taxes to be “revenuc
noutral,” said Patterson, I don’t
know if lawmakera and the gov-
ernor can agree on a plan that
does that."

One area not nddresaed by leg-
iglators is rond jurisdiction, or
which agency - The Michigan
Department of Transportation or
county road commissions — has
control over local highways.

One of Engler’s proposals
cnlled for shifting control of
23,000 miles of locel ronds to
MDOT — somothing F

vote on it.

Two sonators were absent,
including Gary Poters, D-Bloom-
field Township. His nbsence had
the effect of a no vote — which
waa how he had planned to vote
anyway. His staff eaid he depart-
od late Wednesday on a long-
planned family trip.

Two Republicans, including
Loron Bennett of Canton, voted

no.
*I have said from the begin-
ning that I will not support a tax

tions to the Senate
Democratic caucus.

“If the governor were serious,
the dinlog would be thers,” soid
Senate minority leader John
Cherry, D-Clio, “Our conclusion
in that they're not serious about
getting out of here”

“Their feelings were hurt,”
snid Rop. Andrew Raczkowski,
R-Farmington Hills, of the Sen-
ate Democrats. “Wo had a deal,
but the deal broke down., Senate
Democrats felt communications
to their lines weren't there.”

Raczkowski had a list of
amendments, including
improved revenue sharing for
local units, “But we never gat to
vote,” he said,

Raczkowski promised to
attend Tuesday’s session but
hoped it will ba shert because he
has been accepted to o Universi-
ty of Virginia program for
emerging political leaders,

Independence Oaka Nature
Conter ia offering soveral
summer activities including a
garden seminar from 7:30 -
9:30 p.m., July 17, and the
art of aromatherapy will be
featured from 7:30 - 9:30
p.., Aug. 21,

B, < trnad

opposed bacnuse ho aaid local
authoritien nre better suited to
deal with rolated responsibilities
such as issuing permita for curb
cuta and inatalling traffic sig-
nals,

T ion is
for all nature programs. A
vehicle entry fee of $8 will be

Nature center offers fun for
family summer activities

Independence Onks County
Park is on Snshabaw Road, 2-
1/2 miles north of I-75 near
Clarkston,

Far more information, call
(248) 625-8473 or TDD (248}
8658-1884 for more informn-
tion or to visit the Oakland
County Parks website at
www.co.onkland.mi.us.

charged for egin-
ning before 4 p.m.

— Compiled by staff writer
flmniﬁ:r Placinto




