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Mental hospitals suffer under
state’s budget, says Johnson

BY TiM RICHARD
BTAFY WIITER

‘To Rep. Shirley Johnson, the
Community Health Budget waa
a cruel joke on patients at three
ataté mental hoapitals.

“A travesty,” said Johnson, R-
Royil Oak, a nine-term lawmak-
er who has served all but one of
thoge terms on the budget-writ-
ing Appropriations Committee.

On paper it looked s if bath
chombers of the Logislature
vated July 7 to keep open Detroit
Paychiatric Clinic, Clinton Val-
ley Center at Pontiac and Pheas-

ate agreed, but the Domocratic
run-House last month restored
funding.

So the bill went to a joint
House-Senate conferenco com-
mittes, which agreed to put in
$50 million for the three hospi-
tals plus o developmentally dis-
abled program at Caro hospital,
but, as Johnson said, exposod
the funding to Engler’n line-item

veto,
The Senate July 7, at the urg-
ing of Sen. Robert Geake, R-

But Rep. Nick Ciaramitaro, D-
Roseville, considered the bilt a
triple victory. One rcason was
providing funding for the threo
hospitals.

A sccond reason is that
$612,600 was kept in for the
Health Michigan Fund, adding
new cancer, kidnoy, oswoporosla
and brain injury program:

A third renson is that I.he bill's
language tolls the governor to
seek a waiver from o federal rule
thnt 8nys fednml funds for psy-

Northville, app d the bill 37-
0 wnth no debate, “It'a a good
report,” said Geake.

ant Ridge at Kal

“A lot of vulnerable people will
believe they have won something
they haven't,” said Jahnson,

“The (majority) Democrats cre-
ated'a situntion where the gover-
nor'tan use his linc-item veto (to
remove the funding), It was
never part of their (Democrats’)
agenda,” she said.

Instead, the Legislature
opened the $7.3 billion appropri-
ations bill Gov. John Engler'a
line-item veto. Here arc the
political mechanica:

Closing the three mental
health units was in Engler’s pro-
posed budget. The GOP-run Sen-

Ho agreed that Engler probably
will veto the line itema, not only
because he wants to close the
facilities but because they exceed
budget targots.

The House vote was 66-35
with nine absent.

*I visited those facilities,” said
Rep. Nancy Cnusm. R -Novi, a for-

will flow only
when those pnlmnts are in “gen-
eral” hospitals. “It's cheaper for
tho atate to put them in general

1s, but more or

Facility’s fate draws activism "

BY PAT MURPEY
HTAFP WIUTER

With the fate of three state
hospitals — inciuding Clinton
Valley Conter in Pontiac —
pending beforo Gov. John
Engler, advocates for the facili-
tics are going on the offensive,

Nowspaper ads running this
weck urge tho governor to con-
tinue funding for Clinton Valley
Center (CVC), the Detroit Pay-
chiatric Institute and the Pheas-
ant Ridge Children’s Center in
Kalamazoo,

“Call the Governor TODAY at
517-373-3400, or fax (617) 335-
6863 (sic)," state the ads spon-
sorcd by the Alliance for the
Mentally Il of Michigan; the
Mental Health Association of
chhlgun‘ the Michigan Associn-
tion for Children with Emotional

the taxpayer,” Ciaramitaro said.
Ciarnmitaro was House leader
on the conference committee ns
Genke was the Senate leader.
Here is how local lawmaker
voted:
YL‘S Ponny Crissman, R-
R-

mer school psy for 17
years. “1 walked tho corridors of
DPI. It's cutdated. At Kalama-
200, there were a couple of hand-
fuls of kids, Hawthorn, in our
area (Northville ’I‘ownnhlp).
could provide quality care.”

Cassis ngreed Engler probably
will use the line-jitem veto.

State school aid rises

BY TIM RICHARD
STAYY WRITER

Public schools will see their
special education funds tripled
and their per-pupil allotments
raised 2.9 percent under the Leg-
islature’s new school aid act,

Lawmakers ' last  week
approved a $9.24 billion budget
that was $50 million more than
requested by Gov. John Engler
and an overall 7 percent booat.

The big change came in the
wake of a state Supreme Court
decision that state government

for 17 years has short-changed

84 suburban school districts on’
special education.

The budget biil hiked special
ed from the current $273.6 mil-
lion to $762 million. There was
no breakdown on which districts
will get how much. The high
court is still receiving legal
briefs on how monetary awards
should be made.

House Democrats once ngnm
gave up on their effort to raise
adult education funding back to
$185 million, They settled for
Englers $80 million.

Lawmakers boosted math-sei-
ence center funding to a total of
$8.2 million, including a math

project at Oakland University.

The state's fiscal year begins
Oct. 1, but the achool’ year start-
ed July 1, with the bulk of
expenditures kicking in with the
start of clagses around Labor
Day. Lawmakers authorized $95
mﬂ]mn in “advance” to bo paid
in August and September.

The Scnate version pumped $1
,million into job training grnnu

, Patricia Godck
Blrmlnghnm Greg Kaza, R-
Rochestor Hllls Nancy Quarles,
D-Southfield.

NO - Barbara Dobb, R-Union
Lake, Johnson, Tom Middleton,
R-Ortonville, Andrew Raczkows-
ki, R-Farmington Hills.

Here is Engler's plan, as
revealed in his Fcbrunry budget
message.

@ Detroit Psychiatric Clinic -
Engler wants to close and consol-
idate it with Northville Regional
Psychiatric Hospital. Lawmak-
ers voted $17.7 million to keep
DPI open.

M Clinton Valley Center -
Engler wants to close and consol-
idate it with n unit at Caro in
tho Thumb. Lawmakers voted
$33.2 million to keep it open.

® Pheasant Ridge Children's
Program at Knlamnzoo - Engler
wants to close it and consolidate
it wnh‘Hnwthnrn Center m

for public school
so-called “charter schools.” But
the Houae-Senate conferonce
committee stripped out that line,

Here is a breakdown of school
aid figures for fiscal 1897-8:

All Onkland districts will get
$164 more per pupil. The new
totals, rounded to the nearest
dollar (with purcenmgu increase
in parentheses), are:

Birmingham 510.889 (1.4).

Southfield $9, 921 (1 6)

Avondale $7,226

Bloomfield Hll'ln $10 916 (14).

Oxford $5,! 920 7).

Troy $7,996

West Bloomﬁeld $7,648(2),

Clarkston $5,908 (2.7).

Farmington $9,029 (1.7).

Lake Orion $6,721 (2.3).

Rochester $6,768 (2.3).

‘Walled Loke $7,4165 (2.1).
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To u:hedule a tour, or for more Information,
cnll Sherry Samson at (B10) 330-8070,

Our Qeratric  program
provides 24 hour baslc
nursing care. Qur staff
[ncludes RNs, LPNs, CENAs,
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+ Cheerful semi-private rooms
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» 24 hour physlclan coverage

« Restoratlve nursing program

« Recreational programs
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ers voted $4 1 mllllon w keep it
open.

ders; AFSCME Council 25,
and UAW Local 600.

“We're trying to make people
aware of what's happening,” snid
Hope Cummins, president of the
Oakland Chapter of the Alliance
for the Mentally Ii. “And we
want to show the governor
there's a lot of people who need
all threo of these facilitics.”

Funding for the hospitals was
included in the $7.3 billion Com-
munity Henlth Budget approved
last week by the House and the
Senate. It includes $33 million
for CVC, $18 million for Detroit
Psychiatric and $3 million for
Pheasant Ridge to fund the facil-
ities for fiscal 1998.

Lowmakera included money
for the hospitals with full knowl-
edge the governor would likely
uso his linc-item veto to reject
tho funding. Engler announced
he wanted to close the three hos-
pitals aa part of a cost-cutting
move last October.

The governor hasn't received
the budget, his office said Tuea-
day. “Once he does get the bud-
get, he will have two weeks to
act on it," said spokesperson
Geralyn Lasher.

While the governor hasn't
acted on the budget, the director
of the Michigan Department of
Community Health has urged

Engler to veto funding for the
threo hospitals, Lasher aaid.

“If funding for those hospitals
is included in the budget, sor-
vices to local communities would
have to be cut,” she said, refer-
ring to the message community
health dircctor James K. Have-
man sent to the governor,

Closing Clinton Valley poses a
problem for loca) officinla, includ-
ing county commissioner Fran
Amos, R-Waterford. They agree
CVC is old, incfficient and too
expensive to maintain,

The massive facility on Eliza-
beth Lake Rond near the Oak-
land County Court Complex was
built in the 1870a to house more
than 500 patienta. “The kitchen
is the size of o fno!bnll I'e]d.

Officials eye .
Fairlawn for
treating, care:
of patients

While many of Oakland Coun- .,
ty's Ropublican commissioners
support Gov. Engler’s plan to
cloae Clinton Valley Hospital, .
they disagree strongly about
where patients should be trans:
ferred, if the 117-year-old focility .
is terminated na expected.

“We know CVC is simply too =~

ive to operate,” said com-

said county

CVC currently housos 188
patients — down from 316 last
year — including 65 Gakiand
County residenta.

If CVC is closed, local advo-
cates ask, what would happen to
those people?

Someo could be transferred to
group homes, said Sandra M.
Lindscy, director of Onkland’a
Community Mental Health Ser-
vices, “We're working on that,”
she said Tuesdoy.

But more serious patients
would have to be transferred to
other state hospitals, she said,
with the most likely facility
being in Caro. “We don’t think
Oakland families with loved
ones in Clinton Valley should bo
forced to travel two hours (to
Caro) to see their loved ones,”
Lindsey said.

Families with patients at
Pheasont Ridge and Detroit Psy-
chiatric voice gimilar complaints,
Patients at those facilities would
most likely be transferred to
state hospitals in Northville,
according to Cummins. *It's not
fair to make those families travel
long distances to sec their loved
ones.”

The Alliance advocates a
geries of smaller, more cost-cffi-
cient mental hospitals located
throughout the state.

missfoner Fran Amos, R-Water-
ford. “But we have somo ideas .
about another fnclhty in Onk- °
land County if CVC is closed.” A

The Public Services Commit- -
tee of the Oakland County Board
of Commissioners lnst weok
approved a resolution calling for
the now vacant Fairlawn Center
to be converted to a mental
health facility,

“It's o perfectly good facility
that could be used to house
paotients from Oakland, Macomb
nnd‘ nthcr_purts of southonat

Shelley G. Tmlb, R-Bloomfield
Hilla, .
Taub and others, however, are
concerned the state has sume
plans of its own for the 140-bed
facility that was closed last year,
State officials envision Fairlawn
as a regional detention center for

juvenile offenders.

‘Why shauld a local facility be’ .
used regionally when it's more
perfectly suited for a mental
henlth facility for area patients,
they ask.

“Fairlawn would be a perfect
mental health facility,” said
Hope Cummins, president of the
Alliance for the Mentally Ill of
Qakland County.

= By Pat Murphy

The chores can wait. It's not every day you can consolidate your bills into an incredibly low monthly payment.
For example, borrow $10,600 with our *Prime for Life" Home Equity Credit Line and pay just $71° a month.
In fact, you ought to open a checking account so you'll have some place to put all that extra money.

1]

For details, call 1-800-628-7074, or visit any banking office. Huntington
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