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Bond Issue: The man charged in
an armed robbery in West Bloom-
field and suspected in a Farm-
ington Hills murder got his bond
reduced from $1 million./A2

Even dozen: So far, 12 people have
taken out petitions to run for
Farmington Hills City Council.
Check out names and dead-
lines./A3

TYLIFE
Vintage Farmlngton: Learn the local
legend of the Potawatomi Cur- -
tain./B1.

Coach retires: In a sudden and
surprise announcement, longtime
coach Larry Baker has resigned
as coach of the Mercy High
School girls basketball team./C1

;AT HOME
Family affair: An Oakland County
family has found a new life mak-'
ing artistic accessories for the

home./D10 ‘
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Better response,
timing key state
testing reforms

BY TIM SMITH
BTAFF WRITER

Just-npproved rovisions to tho stato’s controversial
High School Proficiency Test scoro big with Farining-
ton schools Superintendent Bob Maxfield on atjlenst
one count. |

Districts should get more-specific feedback ‘as to
where studenta are succeeding or failing on the test,
which is'nntering its thu-d year,

L iy
writing portion of the HSPT will be broken down and
ined in several ics by the state Depart-
maerit of Education ~ rather than providing an overall
grade. To bo graded separately will be areas such aa
content, ideas, organiza-

d last Tt d ;,dln

ETheve's some- lim’!l:}:t.yln and writing,

y “That gives you an
thing wrong m“t external benchmark,”
testing kids in Maxfiold said Friday,
September. Tho nll‘\er ﬁnding out nhou;

the changas, most o

MEAP stuff Is prac- which will take place
tically walting for during the upcoming
them on the flrst school year. .
day.’ The rovisions were
g .made, pnrtlyf to answer
Bob M eriticism of the test,
-:uperi%ftﬁég ndhmiﬁntqred to hidgh

. achool juniors in order

Farmington to  receive stato-

l endorsed diplomas in
scionce, math, roading

and writing. :

“The most important part,” said Maxficld, “is wall
start gotting information” specific enough to mako
*“dingnostic judgmente. That would be a weleome
change. The frustration with the writing part is you
just don’t have = handle on what the problems are,”
According to Harrison High School English teacher
Tom Scl , the rovi inue what is becom-
ing an annunt tune-up.

“Last year, from the first yoar it wns adminintered,
it was made more specific,” Schroeder said. *Thia
lobks like just another refinement coming up.”

Schrocder did not. note much discord about the
Il§PT tho first two yoars it was given, but added “Tho
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BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

The closing of
the Maple Drugs
on Grand River
Avenue is part of
nn ongoing busi-
. nesa trend, but not
all Farmington area residents are
buying what the market is prescrib-
ing,

Maple Drugs in Drakeshire Plaza
on Grand River closed July 15 after
being bought out by Rite Aid. The

acquisition included anothcr Maple
outlet in Ann Arbor,

The storo’s operations and pre-
scriptions wero transferred to tho
Rite Aid in the nearby Muirwood
Square on Grand River and Drake,
which used to be Efros Drugs —
another independently-owned phar-
macy until Perry Drugs bought it
out. Rite Aid sub ly ired

Drugs (bought out by Arbor) in the
Downtown Center and Bel-Air
Drugs (acquired by Rite-Aid) in the
Orchard-10 Plaza.

“I understand that's busi *

L]

Plaza. e

Maple Drugs had been an instity-
tion in Farmington for several yeats.
The 0] i refused to

said Jo D'Anna, who had her pre-
acriptiona filled at Maple Drugs.
“(but) T won't go to Rite Aid, I won't
givo thgm the satisfaction.

Perry.

Similar acquisitions by major
chains in the past couple of years
have led to the closing of Maple

tated, I've been going to

{Maple Drugs) sinco I moved hero 12
and half yeara ago.”

Instend, the resident of Datroit

Baptist Manor ig taking her busi-

comment when contacted.
“Compeotition being what it is,
mom and pop operations in most
anything anymore are finding it
ougher and tougher to compete,”
snid Jody Soronen, Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-

Pleaso scc DRUG STORE, A8,

Doh;t stop the rain

Tasty sounds: Jacob Fairbanks, 3, above,
leans outside the umbrella to get a
mouthful, while his mother, Andrea, and
sister; Christina, 3, listen to the sounds of
Bob and Carl. That's Bob Balch on gui-
tar and Carl Zimmerman on keyboard in
the photo at right. The “under the gaze-
bo” concert next to the Village Commons
on Grand River is part of the Farmington
Downtown Development Authority’s Fri-
day night series. In the photo at left, Ann
Finkowski, leﬁto right, Helen Forfinski
and Martha

which ranged from the '60s to the '90s,
and even tncluded one’polka.

rner listen to the music,

By TI™ SM1TH
STAF? WRITER

Where's the beef?
It's at the same
place where Sino-
tra, not Elvis, is
atill king and where
the regulars don't
frown an a whiff of
cigar amoke,

Fall-off-the-fork
prime rib and the

- old “Big City"
steakhouse atmosphere, o la Chica-
go's Mortons, are acrved up on o
gravy-covered platter at Carvers
Stenks & Chops, a “carnivorous
retreat” off of 10 Mile Road near the
Grand River-M102 intorchange in
Farmington Hills:

And general manager Frank
Suchara doesn’t apologize for tho
omphasis on beef, boof and more
beef ini this ora of health-conscious

Carvers bites into steak,

menus and diners.

“Beef gots a bad rap,” said
Suchara, who took over the 225-seat
vestaurant in November, when it
changed from Mountain Jacks to
Carvers, the enly ono in Michigan.
Both national chaina are owned and
operated by Paragon Steakhouso
Restaurants, Inc.

“There's very little fat on a filet, or
a top sirloin, for that matter. It'a
lean. There's a lot of good atuff in
there,”

Thero's n lot of good stuff at
Carvers, too. And we're not just
talking about the food ~ cven
though, as Suchara snid, “ateak’a the
star.” How can it not be, with 20-
ounce porterhonse stenks and 1 1/2-
1b. euts of prime rib?

“It's a beautiful presentation,” heo
snid about the prime rib. “It's huge
and gorgeous.”

Carvers hanks on its atmosphere
almast s much. The lights arc

turned down
low and piped-
in music from
the Golden Age’
of radio is
turned up. The
familinr voices
of Frank Sina-
tra, Judy Gar-
land and Tony
Bennett domi-
nate, but not to
the point whero
patrons can't
mingle  and
enjoy conversa-

n,

“It's usunlly n
little darker,”
szid assistant
manager and
head bartender Christian Dicker,

Both the smoking section and
lounge feature glass almost

“stogie
EERE ]

BTATY POTO BV BRYAN MICHELL

Starring steak: Frank Suchara shows off the
attractions at Carvers Steaks & Chops.

* ously for the cigar-smoking aficiona-

do who cemes te Carvers, .
Along a wall in the plush lounge i

large enough to use aa bowls, obvi-

Pleaso sco CARVERS, A8

Pitching the peel

Angry words ‘ond at least ono banana peel
wero exchanged during a traffic altercation on
12 Mile and Orchard Lake last week, |

A Dearborn man, 32, told Farmington Hills
police he was cut off while exiting I-696 onto
northbound Orchard Lake. Ho claimed the other
driver gat out and kicked his vehicle, causing a
black scull mark damage on the front fender,
Police questioned tho othordriver, n Farmington
Hills man, 20, who said.he cut off the 1288
Honda Preludo but accidentally,

When-both vehicles wers stopped for a light,
tho Dearborn man got out of his vehicle and
atarted banging cn the pessenger window. That
prompted the Farmington Hills man to get out of

FARMINGTON FOCUS

his vehicle and kick the front wheel of the
Hondn Prolude.

The driver of the Honda Preludo then exited
hias car again and throw an unknown object,
later described ns a banena peel, at the 1986
TFord Escort.

Tho Hilla man followed the Honda Proludo to
14 Mile and Orchard Lake, blocking him inte his
parking spot beforo calling palice, Police found a
dent and gerateh on tho passenger door of the
Ford Eacort. Police issued the Dearborn man a
ticlcet for malicions déstruction of property.

Polico examined the Hondn Prelude for dam-
age and saw tho black sculf mark, which the
driver said was caused when tho Hills man
kicked his car. However, the Hills man was
wearing white-soled shoes. .
Garter sound :

Tho Red Garter Band will bring its Dixieland
tunes from the 1920s, 305 and "40s to downtown
Farmington Friday, :

The free concert is hosted by the Farmington
Downtown Dovelopment Authority and Mrs.
Lovill's Tea Cozy. It starta at 7:30 p.m. Friday
under the gazebo next to the Village Commons
on Grand River. Blankets or lawn chairs are ree-
ommended,
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