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tographer for community and
local newspapers in the mid
1970s, Solomon has risen in the
T ranks to b

mer classmate at Birmingham
Seaholm, comedian Tim Allen, ia
known, she's not willing to pub-
licly ack ledge her age.

a
woll-known celebrity photogra-
pher,

Her work has appeared in
Time, Newsweek, People, The
New York Times and

Solomon's cclobrity subjects
also share an agolessness, On
her crowded office wall, she's
arranged 2o lincup of America’s

lebrated aristocracy includi

regional publications. She's also
a regular contributor to ABC'a
“Good Morning America,” and a
apokeaperson for Kodak, promot-
ing photography as a tool of
expression for young children.
*“1like to make people fecl com-
fortable,” she said, tossing her
tong-brown hair over her shoul-

era.

“It's just me and my camera,
and { try to find the most natu-
ral light that complements them.
Once you start complicating
things, you get further from
revealing (the subject’s) natural
expreagions,”

Her choice of adjoctives like
“cool,” “nwesome” and “killer”
along with her sweeping hair
gives her a youthful exuberance,
While the date of birth of her for-

Jack Nicholson, Jimmy Stewart,
Johnny Carson, Elizabeth Tay-
lor, Candice Bergen and Paul
Nowman,

She is still giddy about having
taken photos of Robert Redford,
and docan’t know if sho'll “kecp
it together™ in the presence of
Burt Bacharach.

A self-described natural-light
photographer, Solomon travels
just about anywhere to capture
her subjects in & “meaningfut
environment.”

last day of work.

To capture Wyeth's inner reve-
lations, Solomon traveled to
Cushing, Mainse, the site of
Wyeth'a former studio, and the
place where he painted his
indelible 1948 work, “Christinn’s
Waorld”

Make room on the wall
‘The idea to photograph Wyeth
came from an unlikely news
source, but familiar confidante,
her husband, Barry Solomon, a
local ettorncy. He noticed in a
U.S. News & World Report briel
that Wyeth'a landmork birthdoy
was coming up. Shortly after,
she contacted assignment editors

Conversations /...

at ABC,

When Selomon received
approval, she was on the next
three planes that got her as close
as a three-hour drive to Cushing.
The day before the photo session
with Wyeth, Solomon arrived at
tho old farmhouse.

The next morning she arrived
two hours before the acheduled

early morning shoot to study .

how the natural light filtered
through the house.

It's not all spontaneity, she
said. “I do my homowork so it
looks natural.”

When the tall and weathered-
skinned ‘Wysth showed up, he
hed a fow ideas about Solomon's

photographic composition.

“He know oxactly what would
look good,” said Solomon. “If
Andrew Wyeth wanted to tell mo
what he thought would work, I
was willing to try it.” .

At one point, Wyeth posed in
front of a mirror in tho identical
manner of his 19408 self-por-
trait. “Ho told me that a portrait
doesn't have to include a person.
I never thought about it l_uko
that.” It was a momont of insight
into Wyeth's style of implied gea-
ture, which distinguishes his
works,

Whereas a crow from “CBS
Sunday Morning” tock nearly 10
hours to film Wyeth for their

July 13 show, Solomon handled
her assignment in an hour-and-
a-half. .

Apparently, it didn't take her
long to reveal the hoart of one of
Amorica’s most compelling
artists. In her photographs,
Solomon showa how the atruggle
for artistic honesty has otched
deep lines in Wyeth's tranquil
countenance.

“Thero's & tromendoua inter-
eat in famous people,” she snid,
“Certain personalitics reflect our
times. Andrew Wyeth is one of
them.”

Move ovor Liz. Watch it Jack.
It’s timo to make room on the
wall for Andy.

She may travel to
to photograph glamourous movie
stars at the Oscors, or to Francis
Ford Coppola’s vineyards in
northern California, Or to the
streets of Bloomficld Hills to doc-
ument the route of a 39-year
postal delivery veteran on his
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will initiate aplay development
workshop designed after thesem-
inal workshops held at Now
York’s ronowned ~ but now
closed - Circle Rep Theatre.

“I don't think anyone is doing
what we'redoing” said Radecliff.
“In the local community, there's
no place for playwrights to devel-
op.”

Unlike mgost other theater
compn'nios . cnncerncd‘wil;h

would rather beentertained than
realize the artistic evolution ofa
play,

“We don't Berve any particular
audiencescgmont,” she said. *We
set out to nurture theartists.”

Nurturing artiata, who, in
turn, foster adecper meaning of
our ghared cultural experience.

“Theatre is needed today more
than ever. It'sthe only live art
form wherc what happens on

takes a long-term approach,
Radcliff calls it "process-orient-
ed" theater, That doesn’t quite
resonatewith the excitement of o
live performance. But itmakes
posaible the refinement of live
theater.

c des that audi

night will not be the
same the next.”

For Radclifl, cultivating the-
ater ns a vinbleart form isn't
simply a task, It's a calling. And
fortunately, when it comes to tho
arts, she's notalone,

Radcliff along with other likely
i are on tho frontlino in

the fight for self-oxpression.
They confront those whofavor
homogeneous culture of feel-good
orescapist entertainment.

And they're the once who
stand up in defiance when the
politicians talk about eliminnt-
ing arta funding.

By promoting the arts, these
ambassadors of tolerance make a
positive difference in our com-
munities.

Name your nominee
Birmingham and Bloomfield
residents have until Thuraday to
nominate their choice for the sec-
ond annual Cultural Arts
Awaord,
It may sound trite, but the cul-

tural arts award ian't about win-
ners and losers. It's about acom-
munity propared to clevate the
role of thearts.

Art ia indced & means to heal,
And to thoseambassadors of the
arts who see hope in despairand
creativity in madness, it's time
to say, *Thank you.”

For more information on
Heartlande Theatre Co., call
(248) 433-1233,

Do you have storics about an
arts group, artist or arts-related
isgues? Please contact Franh
Provenzano, Observer & Eccen.
tric Newspapcrs, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, 48009, (248) 901.
2557,

Former Bloomfield Hills resident’s film premiers

Film director Michacl San-
doval, a former resident of
Bloomficld Hills, will return to
the area this Sunday, July 27 for
the premier of his short film,
*“Solace,” The film will be shown
at 1:30 at the Michigan Theater
in Ann Arbor.

“Solace™ examines the strug-
gles of a Vietnamese immigrant
in Michigan. To cope with the
loss of a beloved who passed
away in a Thai refugee camp,
the protagonist, Hoang, retreats
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to o rural farm where he lives
with an ornery old man.

Shortly after Hoang scttles in,
a woman algo moves onto the
farm. She soon asks questions
about Hoang's past life. Eventu-
ally, Hoang confronts the pain of
reacttlement and the death of
the woman he loved.

Sandoval wrote the film script
in 1994 during his days as a
graduate student in the Univer-
sity of Michigan's Creative Writ-
ing program. “It's a dark mavie,”

he said. “But it also has a lot of
hope.”
The fitm was shot in an aban-
doned barn house on Chelsea
Lake. “It was winter when we
begun to shoot, early spring
when we onded,” he said. “The
melting snow and ice served a8 a
metaphor for how the main churl-

tor's Guild of America award for
Asian-American film making.

“Solace” will be shown with
two other short films: “Carnival,”
a four-minute surreal narrative
about a man who loses his
daughter in an abandoned
amusement park; and “The Good

acter moves from
limbo to addressing the death of
the love of his life.”

Sandoval, a Cranbrook grad,
has been nominated for a Direc-

Son,” a d y about the
tenuous relationship between n
Filipino American stickfighter
and his evangelical preacher
father.
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