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Maglc Clty
By Jewell Parker Rhodes
(HarperCollins, $23)

By MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

In June 1921, a race riot engulfed the city of Tuln

Qkla., in violence and terror,

Tulnna Dncp Grennwund A prosperous blnck thh
d. An

Ysupposed to.”

the
o

was

peoplo
were kitled, many black families were herded into cattlé
peny, and more than 1,000 busincsses and homes were
burned to the ground. During the riot, Tulsa becamo the

only U.S. city bombed from the air.

Tt was the horvific result of a trivial incident. A 19-
year-old black shoeshine boy got on an elevater to uoe a’
restroom designated for blacks. A woman, the 17-

old white clevator operator, screamed.

The man was arrested and charged with a-um&i

d 260

o+ lobby,

r-

coptral,

artiel

After an y front poge

q
almost 2,000 whites began guthering nutaidu‘t!‘xe'-
where he was being held, Armed black men showed ug
in the wake of rumors of an impending lynching
Tempers flared and vielence erupted, spreading into -
Deep Greenwood like a tidal wave of fire and hlood.

(The woman refused to testify, and the mnn

released two weeks after the rioting.)

The shameful tragedy, which romained a secret fnr’
decndes, is the basis of Jewell Parker Rhodes’ eecond

navel, *Magic City.”

Tulsn was called the “magic city” during !ho 18208
because of its oil wealth, The moniker is a fitting title for
the book, as the novel has an air of magic, a mgh!mnmh .
sense of “this can’t be happening” and of time
alternately freezing and rushing on. It conveys ﬁle .
power of transformation, of “ordinary” citizens revealing.

extraordinary courage.

Joe Samucls, soon to be 18, is a black shoeshine boy.
from Greenwood. Mary Keane is a poor white elevator
operator. Both long to escape from stifling, umutherin

environments,

Joe's father owns a bank and wants his son to wor ;.
in the business. Mary’s lonely life on the family farm is
'.'nmpulmdcd hy her unfeeling father. Joe dreams of
being o magician like Houdini, Mary of being loved. . »

Other similaritics between Joe and Mary are spelled:
out. Both are urged to stay in their “place.” For Joe, that
means to put up with raciam and condescension. For.
Mary, that means to keep quict even about pain und
Joss. Ghosts from both familics — Joc's brother, killed in
the war, and Mary's mother, who died giving birth to &

. him, ignering her
. father's order. Joe
" gots in hor clevator

imhnd of taking the
. ‘stalva as blacka are

As tho clevator

two
Mary
‘suddenly screams
-and- Joo flees, the
":angry crowd in the

- Mary tries to
‘elear his name, but
events are out of
Joe's
frequent mgh!mnre,
‘]n ‘which he is set on fire and the flames leap to
* Greonwood, is nppnmnlly coming truc.

y ‘Mngw City" is at its beat describing the tension and
terror of the rioting, such 08 the scenes of the bombing
by the planes and Joe hiding in the river.

*Gilence. Ten scconds, ten minutes, ten hours... Birds
“hal.disappeared; wind didn't stir...
‘gents had dulled.” When a plane suddenly appears,
xoggled men inside dropping dynnmlw, *Mary thought
“of tunning beneath the plunes wing, snatching

Even the flowers'

dynamite as it fell, Or else rising like an angel to battle

the demon.”

m\yw}mm

sexiim.

have

., “He heard shouts in the distance...
:gnoung his tircd legs... He felt weightloss, comforted by
the riverbed. Time slowed. It was quict inside the water.
Ho reminded himsclf to breathe, His pursuers could be

He pushed on,

You can empathize with Joe and Mary, wnnung to
rebel'with them as you visit their worlda of racism and

As Joe rushes through Tulsa to get home to
Gmnwood before the “Negro curfew” of 10 p.m., a clerk
tlls the “boy” to hnrry home but then orders hlm to stop
= find, repent a magic trick. Joe keeps his eyea on the
~sidewalk as elegantly dressed men and women leave the
opéra house {*he was still in Tulsa, not Greenwood”).
~ - Women are objects to use and aren't encouraged to
pirations beyond

The female

in gilded elevators are called canaries by the man who

. owns the building. Women in the families make the
- meals, prepare the bodies for funcral services.

. “Magic City” weaves spells, each of which has many

son — are among the phantoms that mukenppmnmm‘ « sided.-Tho dead can come alive, to help rather than

Mary goes to the city — never to return, she vows
ofter she is raped by the farm hand and refuses to murry than running.

frighten. Freedom can come through standing rather
Truth must be heard as well as spoken.

Sassy book has fun with Maes

Cuttin’ the Rug Under the Moonlit
Sky: Stories and Drawings About
a Bunch of Women Named Mae
By Sharony Andrews Green
tDonbleday, $16.95)

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFP WRITER

This is a book with attitude. In
fact, it's n book with 40 attitudes
and sass to spare,

Sharony Andrews Green s a
former Detroit Free Press
reporter who has written this
slim volume for that hot now
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of the baok-buying mar-
ket - black’women. For them,
the book will have special mean-
ing as it explores the many
nspects of being a black woman
in Amcrica. But, for others as
well, Green has concocted an
often amusing, sometimes biting
little volume that combinea her
writing and drawing talents.
Green begins by telling us that
the addition of the name Mac (or

women have alsa been Macs,
including Mae West and May-
belle Carter, and' Green believes
they also pmvehar point.

Green rencwed .an intorest in
drawing by doing.nnive color
marker dradings of “Maes,”
black womon of\differont agos,
dresses, clagsed and styles, She
decided to com] r&a these colorful
2nd often ingpived drawings with
sharp one page prafilea‘of each
Mao. The profiles”are done in a
atrectwise voice and the com-
ments might be just what you'd
hear at a ers on.a Sat-
urday nﬂemoon.

Greon is genurally pmmoh g0
positive view.of life and “sista
hood” but not without some
sharp, even abrasive, observa-
tions of lives that take wrong
turns, But most ‘of those Macs,
even those with the most hard
luck, find o way to muddle
thmugh and even triumph ovor
life's ad ities, Grean would

May) to a name i diately
gives it a apecial bite, an atti-
tude that a plain Lili or Lucy or
Dorothy docsn't have. She writea
that eapecially among Southern
black women, this second name
in ubiquitous. But many white

BOOK HAPPENINGS

argue that their very “Maeneas”™
helps them cope, ~

Who aro some of these Maca.
Thoro i8 Lorraine Mae who
wants to open her own restau-
rant one dny and serve *buttery

sweet potato pic”; Ella Mac left
with three children and forced to
work a8 a dancer to take care of
thgm; Odessa Mne who is all
bound in a big coat but who
longs for romantic attention
deapite all the warnings; Lucy
Mae who moves to Vermont and
meeta the other 10 blacks in the
atate; and Mac Dean with her
tight "hoir in her loft aportment
talking of revalution,

Green brings her skills as o
perceptive reporter to tell theso
mini stories. Thoy might remind
you of Edward Arlington Robin-
son’s “Spoon River.” Though not
written as postry, many of the
profiles are pootic and some are
even dona in rhymes and other
bits of word play.

Groen obviously had a lot of
fun drawing and writing these
portraits and it carries over for
the reader,

Green will be signing copics
7:30 p.m, Tuesday, July 29, at
Birmingham Borders Books and
Music, 31150 Southfield Road,
Birmingham and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 30, at the Dear-
born Borders Books and Music,
5601 Mercury Drive, Dearborn,

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Obscrver &
Eccentric Newspapers, Ine.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, M1
48150, or fax them fo (313) 691-
7279,

BORDERS {BIRMINGHAN)
Sharony Andrews Green will dis-
cuss and sIgn her book “Cuttin's
the Rug Under the Moonlit Sky,”
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 29 at the
store, 31150 Southfield Rood,
Blrmingham. {810)644-1515.
BARNES AND NOBLE BOOK-
SELLERS (WEST BLOOMFIELD)
Storylime is "Moses Supposes
His Toeses is Roses,” 10 a.m.
Manday, July 28 ond 7 p.m.
Tuesday, July 29 at tho stora,
6800 Orchard Lske Road, \West
Bloomfield. {810} 626-6804.
BARNES & NOBLE (NORTHVIILE)
“How to Find Employment and
Always Have o Job In the 21st

2

Century”'a fmo Sominar by l.arry
Goldsmith, 7 p.m. Tceaday, July
29; Robert Davls Aigns &nd dis-
cusses hig'thrlller, *The Plutonium
Murdars,” 7 p.m. Thursday, July
31 at tho stofe 1711 Haggerty
Road, 810-348-0696

TRUTH BOOKSTORE
E. Lynn harris will §ign and dis-
cuas his novel *if This World
Were Mine,” 3 p.f. Sunday, Aug.
10 at the stofe, 21500
Northwestern H!ghwey,
Southfleld, Mlcrr 10-557-4824.

BORDERS BOO} m,uwc
{DEARBORN)

cussed 48 p.m. Yesday, July 29:
Sharchy. Andrews Gresn wil dis-
cuss and<ign Kernaw book
“Cuttin’ the Ruif Unidor the
Moonlit Sky,~7:30 g, .
Wednesdoy, July 30; E. Lynn
Harrts will diecus and sign his
novel “If This Wortd Were Mine,”
<3o pm. Sundu9 An[ .10 at the

store, 5601 Mercury Or.,
Dearbomn, {313) 271-4441,

BORDERS {FARMINGTON HILLS)
DIA Kids Drop-in Workshop fets
kids make cybinder seals 3 p.m.
Tuesday, July 29; the Young
Readers Discussion Group tolks

- about:“Running Out of Time” by
Margaoret Potorson Haddlx,” 7
p.av. Tuesday, July 29; literatur
discussion group discusses Mary
McGarry Morrls' “Songs In
Qrdinary Time,” 7:30 p.m.
Wednosday, July 30 at the store,
30995 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills,

PAWS WiTH A CAUSE
Benoft days to support the orge-
nization that tralns assistance
dogs for people with disabllities
wlil ba held Sunday, July 27, st
tha Novl Borders in the Navl Town
Conter. The store is glving 15 por-
cent of puschases mado with
Paws With A Cause coupons ta
the organization.



