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Ascending to

Ripmaster

conquers
Alaskan
adventure

BY CHRIS MAYER
STAFF WRITER

To say the least, Pote Ripmas-
ter's month-long mountaincer-
ing oxpodition was unforget-
table.

tod

ic sighta
and breathtaking views, Rip-
master recently embarked on an
Alaskan climbing adventuroe sot
in the beautiful, glacier-filled
Chugach Range. The region is
considered an Alpinists dream,
offering extraordinary moun-
taineering, backcountry-skiing
and touring opportunities, and
Ripmaster can attest to that.

“It really was an eye-opening
experience,” said Ripmaster, 8
Bloomfield Hills resident and
1995 Birmingham Seaholm
graduate. “Weo were about 46
miles outside Anchorage and it
was 80 remote out thero if some-
thing happened the only way to
get out would bo by helicopter.”

d in part through the
based National Out-

off and running: The
fourth annual Farming-
ton Founders Festival
four-mile run attracted
another strong field. Dawn Andersor -
Heideo Lindenbers
MENE OPEN Amy Montgomery.
Ml’ﬁ:n 21120 Julie Dean 1!
2208 Guspn Granzatto 1
£ Martha Ramadel) 4
Sherri Alziadaio :
Beverly Rambach "
Jeanifer Franklin
Brends Salin

Mark Middaugh

Middaugh .

Wy &

door Leaderahip School, this
particular mountaineering trip
included 12 people and four
guides. Ripmaster, 20, was the
lono representative from Michi-
gan, while some of the climbers
camo from a8 far away as Aus-
tralia and Germany.

Dovid Peterson 2420
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WHATS AHEAD

The Juat Zoo t1 Organ Donor
5K Run and 1%mile walk

y, Aug.

W What: A family-oriented opportunity 10
promote awareneas of organ donation and
transplantation, featuring p five-kilometer
run held on & loop courao adjacent 10 the
Detrult Zoo in Huntington Woods and Royal
Oak and a timed fun walk through the Zoo

People of olf ages and athlet.
d to

competo in the

Teery Elaey or nop-runners.
Michael Frank 2 abiliti
Ct BK run ar 1'>mile walk. No pets, roller

Phillip Beuckelser

blades, baby stroliers or baby joggers are
lowed,

un storts at 8 .. Fun walk
:10 a.m.

s Awards: Awards wil] be prescated to the
TP five averalt K inishers and top 8K
snalo end femaln finishera in cach ogo

group. A special awards ceremony will also
take place at tho Zoo's Picnic Grove area fol-
Yowing the conclusion of the race. :
m Z00 admisslon: Participanta recive free
Rmisslon ta the Zoo fur the day. You must

B Hatb

DarmptParih 2640
Rick Detsilas :

Doug Bopp 2

Bilt Preininger 28:10
Kant Mason 29:01
Jeff Winegard 29:14
Kan Pattibone 30:06
Dill Swilt 30:28
Rick Pawlawics 20:20
Michael Dennlaur__ 30:32
Jim Dowp aad
Qary Hanafca 3138
Richard Waldecker 31:3%
CUff Vantayl 3148
Sam Skeegan 32:10
Rob Rudiek 32:28
Dayid Mulligan 3312
Phillip Zinmerman 341
Alan Gattesman i

g your

edmlssion, Bring your family. Additional
digcountad ticketa may be purchased in
advanco at at o coat of 85, All children 12
years and undee receiva free admission tick-
‘eta to the Zoo prior to 10 a.m, on mce day,
courtesy of tho Michigan Coalitlon on

54 Getting to the 20o; Pleaso arrivo eatly.
“The 1,660 service drive will bo eloscd ot 8:16
a.m. until the raco [s finfshed. After it in
closed you must use the Woodward Avenuo
Zoo enteance. Limited parking will bo avail-
ablo at the Zoo.
m Entry 6. Racen-day regiatrtion losta
from 7 a1 :30 n.m. and pasticipants are
encouraged to reglater early, Call (248) bid-

HiaH ROLLERS
. After starting the scason with
o vittory, the High Rollers men's
in-hockoy team suffored a sec-
ond straight dofeat. The Hawks
' built a 5-1 half-
time and rolled
to a 7-1 tri-
umph at U 8
Blades in West
Bloomficld.
Dan Haviin
scored the lono
! goal and Mike
Havlin had an assist for High
Rollers, which alipped to 1-2 in
tho USA Hockey In-Line men'a
20-24 league, .
_ Through three games, Dan
Havlin lends the team in scoring
with four goals. Phil Stowart
and Robort Hake cach have
two goals, while Mike Havlin
has a goal and an assist.
WHOA
: The Women’s Motropolitan
Golf Association took to tho
fairways and greens at Bogic
Lako last Wednesdny.
. Waost Bloomficld's Sophin
Eang carned championship-
flight honora with a 77. Com-

9099 befors 0 p.m. far specific registration
or additional raco details.

plete resulta follow.

Low Gross - Kathy Arrowsmith
{Highland), 38-38-76; Sacond —
Sophia Kang (West Bloomficld),

39-38-77; Low Not — Carol Turn-

ham (Troy), 81-14-67.
1a8 Elight

Low Gross — Sandra Hirschficld
(Dearborn), 40-43-83; Second ~
Judy Figa (Weat Bloomfiold), 42-
42-84; Low Net — Judy O'Brien
(Rochestor), 88-19-69 and Rose
Davino (Frascr), 87-18-69.

Low Qross - Doria Rudd (Clin-
ton Township, 46-44-90; Second -
Pat Johnston {South Lyen), 44-48-
92; Low Not - Rita Parrott (Ster-
ling Heights), §3-21-72.

Low Gross - Margarct Fowler
(Clinton Township), 44-50-94;
Second ~ Julia Cova (Howell), 465-
51-96 nnd Gwen Shoppard (Royal
Ounk), 47-48-96; Low Net - Toni
Saltarelli (Clinton Township),
101-32-69.

(Items for the Rec Roundup can be
submitted to stoff writer Chrie Mayer
by fox ot 248-644.1314, by phone at
2¢8-901-2588 or by mail at the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E. Maple, Birmingham, 48002.}

ip , o multisport ath-
lete at Seaholm who bonsts four
years of overall climbing experi-
ence, heard about the tour
through a family friend and dis-
covered he could earn college
credit by participating. (Ripmas-
tor heads to the University of
Kansas later this summer for his
junior year of college.)

Ripmaster arrived June 2 in
Anchorage and arrived home on
the Fourth of July. The time
spent in between involved ice
climbing on the Chugach
Range's countless glaciera and
rock climbing.

“We did more ice climbing
than rock climbing. There were
a lot of glaciers and (ice climb-
ing) made up about 86 percent. of
the trip,” Ripmaoster said. “I've
been ice climbing for about two
years now, and on this trip we
climbed things like frozen water-
falls and vertical ice.”

As breathtaking and exhila-

Wiy

A slght to behold: Alaska’s Chugach Range supplics a breathtaking view as Pete

new heights

2 3

Ripmaster takes a break during his memorable mountaineering trip.

rating as the excursion was,
however, the element of danger
was never far behind,

The group was within one doy
from summoning the range's
biggest peak before being forced
off by a menacing snowstorm
that forced the membera to scek
ghelter in caves dug out of the
snow.

Ripmaster also encountered a
frightening situation of his own
near the end of the trip. While
wading ncross a raging river, he
slipped under the water,

“Wo had to make thia river
crossing coming off the glaciers,”
Ripmaster said. “We were wad-

ing in raging water up to your
chest and I'm six-foot-onc. T had
an 83-pound backpack on and 1
went under with the backpack
on top of me. Someone barely got
a hand to me or I would have
been in trouble.”

Ripmaster will continue to
climb, and he offers the follow-
ing ndvice to those interested in
partaking on this type of ndven-
ture: “The best thing I could say
is try to bo in great shape. Three
months before I started doing
things like hiking and working
out on the trendmill with a
heavy backpack on. And it
helped a lot.”

Ripmaster admits it's been dif-
ficult adjusting to life in Michi-
gan after spending so many
memorable days in picturesque
Alaska.

“I got used to living off the
1nnd and it’s been tough to come
back to civilization,” he said. “I
didn’t see a dime all the time I
was out there - and 1 liked that
— and it's been real hard to
return to the everyday grind
where everything seems to be
money-driven.

“I've nlways loved the outdoors
and 1 really consider this my
best accomplishment in life, one
of them at least.”
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