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Oakland County Foundation Information

Tho Council ot'Mh':h[gura I;(;undadon.l liats 178 includes Oakland County. There also nro numerous
an. frondati dati

anuu. 32

private foundations and three of

n tho etate it considers large, based on assots
and/or charitablo expenditures. Of them, 27 of the
v the corporate foun-
dations are based in Qakland County,

smoller

of various typea in tho count

e
anhxdi E!omu targor ones that are not effiliated with the

Shown hero aro the largo Oakland County foun-
dations from the CMF list, lus o sampling of the

‘Communty Foundation for

Eduentional Excelience

$116,508,641

towns, schools cannot

Boo rolated story Page AB

BY LARRY PALADINO
BTAY? WIITER

So fow tax dollars, but so
many worthy projects.

Park beautification hore.
Symphony orchestra support

there,

Skillful teachers with great
ideas that might get no trial.
Students ready for different
challenges.

Drug prevention. College
scholarshipa, Veterans memori-
ala. Youth centers. Transporta-
tion for senior citizens,

‘What's a community to do?

Moro and more, they are turn-
ing to foundations: private, com-
munity and corporate. Big ones
with huge assets, paid etaff and
a Jot of money to give away, And
little oncs with fow assots and
all-volunteer boards, but with
¢lever fund-raisers and very
specific small grant targets.

“What we do for our commu-
nity lives long after we are
gone,” said Mary Ann Reidinger,
executive director of the Greater
Rochester Arca Community
Foundation (GRACF), qub‘l.ing

None of the | community foundations is locat-  othor area found wi p
cd in the county, but one, the Detroit-based Commu- by their executives, (Expenditures noted include
nity for South grant payments.}
Private: SERANIARS
Fecal
Fowdution facation Your Aasts  Dxpendtuse Payments
The Kresge Foundation Ty 12/3/95  $1,7126,199518 $01563985 475454295 public benefit/
€duc./humanities
Herck Foundalion Biddis - 973055 $208020577  $10065385 1122002 ede.huran aeny
Amedicana Foundation Nt 12/31/95 $12.500.000 $348.900 $177.50
Mucigion Fourdation BmMd s 12/31/%4 412,002,083 4199453 $150300 - mutus beneft/
Potiket Famiy Fourndation Smdils  12/31/84 $8.41,192 121501 $126950  puAc beneft/human
.foduc.
James and Lynel's Holden Fund Troy 30731/95 $1,382480 $1,022.997 $895.500  hesnth ce/edix.
Muton M, Ratner Foundation B/31/85 $7,139,302 $317.016 $299.131  public beneft/educ.
Bernard L. Mazs Foundation Froginbitls  12/31/95 $1.085.249 4535479 $390.,607 bl benefit/
humanties/eds.
George 5. and Helen G. Bimd Huls 12/31/95 45,604,625 $220,33% $150312
Detferbagh Foundation
The Charies Deviieg Fondation Simidiuts  12/31/9% $5.567,458 3293418 $222,400  public beneft/haman
The Rodney Fund Bimingham  12/31/95 $510415 $499,(70  public beoetd/heatth
Honigman foundation, tnc. Souhed 10731793 150,245 $566531  pubtic benefl
Tha Thomas Foundation Froegtoits 331795 $245,388 $151,000  heahth/human serv
Charles M, Bavenrkc Foundation, Inc, Trop 12/31/95 $230.218 $167.800  edc.
Petet D. s0d Docothy S, Brown Bdtills  12/31/9% $163,789 $89.256  public beneft
Charltadle Tt
The 0'BrienViba Schoiacahip Trust Bimingham  12/31/95 $3677,923 $241.482 $2379  ed.
Joho and Rose Herman Foundation Troy 12/34195 $.130.780 $111,768 193815 reigon/pic
benedit /hesith care
Viasic Foundation BimdHds  5/31/95 13054220 164,904 $163570  relfiglon/oduc,
Manat Foundatica Southie 11319 39015312 $213874 4309310 redighon/peic ben,
Johason Foundation [ 1/30/M4 $2047846  + $1616287  $1413.200  refgion/tuman
Theodore and Mina argman Found. Simfd s 12/31/94 $2,686,554 sUL417 $252 public benefit/edu.
The Shirey K. Scalet Foundation Bimndisns  0/31/95 $1.207.029 399,555 $393,74
Byron & Dorothy Gerson Fund Franklin 4130/ $931.060 $426,206 $442770  public bonefl/edue.
The Donaid E, 8nd Jo Aea Blmingham  12/31/95 $883,384 $1118.051  $1.096.42  Jetigion/tumantes/
Petersen Foundation tion
Atbert and Do Pilt Foundation Franklin 12/31/95 $407.918 $320.225 $319.000  human serv./heaith
The Pad ondLois Katiman Foundation.  BirAd Ml 12/31/54 $198,681 321,200 $323873  tumenseny.
A, Altred Taubxnan Foundation DifdHils 7733795 $8311 SLU10106  SL107.045  public berett

Southeasie Miehégon
Chrysiet Corporation Fund $54,311.097 695
Erb Foundstion $2,004210 $42,76% 34, vaisle
Ketly Services, Inc. Foundation $1,000,000 220, $220000  unavaitable

T A e
ham EOu: 6/30/87 $103,000 $134,30: . odkxation

Clarksion Foundation Clarkston 13/31/% 385831 $9402 §9402  public benefit
Farmington Foudatkn of Faarington 8/30/9% $34,187 154 $880  pubic benefit

Chuidren, Youth and Fomiles -
Grestet Oakland Comm. Foundation Clarkston (rew, awaiting offcial (RS mtates) public benefit
Greater Rochester Ares. Rochester 12/31/95 $1.018.412 $123474 $100,226  pblic benefit, educotion

Communty Foundalion
Dakland Com, Coliege Foundation BimAd Hills 6/30787 4562471 $T03,397 $630,715  education
Oakiand University Foundation Rochestet 8/30/08 43,200,000 $1.000,000 $1,000000  ehuxation
Aochester Com. Schools Foundation. Rochester 6/30/96 162,09 $35,431 $35431  edwation
Seuthieks Communty Foundation Southeld 6/30/95 $125,000 $45,000 $45000  public berefil
Southfiekd Educational Foundation Southieid 8/30/97 $13.000 $10,700 $10,000  education
Tty Foundation for Troy 8/30/97 354,103 $17.312 $16984  pubic beoefil

On tape: John Zylka tapped his seven years’ experience as Farminflton Hills para-

medic to put together a series of home safety videos. Farmington

BE
Chitdren

police departments helped Zylka on the project.

Former Hills paramedic’s video
helps people feel safe at home

BY KEVIN BROWN
BTAFF WRITER

A formor Farmington Hills
paramedic used his experience to
put together a video serics on
hame safety.

Producer John Zylka's firm
SafetyTech did the video series,
with the help of the Plymouth
firm, Communicore Visual Com-
munications. It's now ready for
national distribution.

Zylka, through his seven years'
cxperience s a Farmington
Hills paramedic, recognized a
need for the series, :

1t consista of threo videos, each
covering o differont aspoct of
home safety. The titles are
“Home Emergoncics,” *Making
Your Home Safe For Children,”
and “Safe Babysitting.”

Among testimonies from safoty
authoritica to promoto the sories,
Zylka collected one from Michacl
Taylor, manager of tho commu-
nity enfoty division of the
National Safety Council:

“I commend your cfforts on
your series of vidcos focused on

home safety. The thoroughness’

of your work in the videos was
very impressive, Again, I com-
mend you on your dedication in
educating Americans on how to
make their home safer,” Taylar
said.

Zylka wrote the seripts and
serves as gn-camera narrator.
Communicore did field work,
filming and editing and other
post-production work including
special effects.

Zylka said that through his
work as a paramedic, ho learned
"g0 many emergencies ara 8o pre-
ventable with just a little bit of
information.”

He said tho videos are espo-
cially geared to young families.
‘Among safoty tips cavered in tho
video sorics is tho importance of
amoke detoctors and lots of
thom, “That's the resl life saver,”
he said.

Tho serica was filmed last year
in July through September. Fol-

ills fire and

thw-up work included obtaining
copyrights and completing art
work. It was so involved making
everything come together, we
had to work with a company to
provide music,” Zylka said.

Tho series was filmed in Farm-
ington Hills and Orchord Lake,
with much help from the Farm-
i{ngton Hille police and fire
departments,

Those appearing in the video
include some community actors,
and teens,

Zylka is now working in post
production on & fourth video on
fire aafaty for children. Noted
children’s performer Mary Rice
Hopkins ia contributing to the
production,

Tho vidcos now available can
be ardered through catalogs or
the Internet, or by calling 1-800-
723-3837,

“Hopefully I'm going to be
approaching a varioty of chain
otores,” Zylka anid, including
Blockbuster Video.

F Theodore
dation is a rn-

dation, said Robert Collier, vico
president and chiof cpernting
officer of the council. “When
we'ro talking about family (pri-
vate), corporato or community
foundations, we're talking about
permancnt endowment funda
that can benefit a wide varioty
of community needs,” he said.
“Whon you raise monoy and
pass it through, you're really o
civic foundation.”

Many educational foundations
fall into that category, Collier
said.

Marien Gorton, administrator
of charitable trusts for the state
Attorney Goneral's offico, aaid
thero ero 1,823 non-profit chari-
table organizationa registored
with her office and using the
word “foundation,” but there is
no way to determine how many
of them meet all the dofinitions
of n foundation. Of them, she
said, 289 are in Onkland Coun-

The CMF's 1896 Survey of
Michigan Foundation Philan-
thropy reports there are 1,270
private, community or carporato
foundations in Michigan. Of
those, 388 (31 percent) had
assets of more thon $1 million,

mental, nonprofit organization
with funds and programs man-
nged by its own trustees or
directors. It is established to aid
socinl, educational, charitable,
roligious or other activities to
gerve the common welfare, pri-
marily through grants.

Reidinger anid hera is the only
community foundation in Onk-
1and County that belongs to the
Council of Michigan Founda-
tions (CMF), a Grand Hoven-
based assaciation representing
nearly all the largest founda-
tions in the state. To belong,
members have to give away
860,000 a year and pny a $160
baosic fee. Last yeor, 485 founda-
tions provided the $50,000 gront
minimum, with 374 belonging to
the CMF.

There are numerous small
nonprofit charitable orgeniza-
tions that call themselves com-
munity foundations hut don’t
meet the criteria of such a foun-

080 had 98 per-
cont of the asscts, more than
$14 billion, and distributed $673
million (86 percent). Of the
other 882 foundations, 354 of

them have asscts under
$100,000.
Oakland foundati

year) of $116.6 million, Its $
million in grants is second most:’
Sinco it was founded in 1984, it
has provided moro than 6,800
grants totaling more than $42.4
million. %

“In 1996, we approved $1.8
million, roughly 230 grants, -
went to organizations with their
main offices in Oakland Coun-:
ty,” snid Mariam Noland, the,
foundation’s president and cur."
rent chairwoman of the CMF,
The smallest, she said, was for:
$260 and tho largost was
$163,000 grant (to Jewish Fami-
1y Services of Weost Bloomfield).™
A typical grant in the county,
last year was $25,000 .
$30,000, sho said.

Joseph L, Hudaon Jr. is the
president of the CFSM and itd;
board includes many prominents
Oakland County residents, likiy
Max Fisher (Farmington Hills)7.
David Hormelin (Bingham
Farms), Al Taubman ond Rick
Inatome (Bleomficld Hills) and:
Florino Mark (Franklin).

Small local foundations havel:
board members who are local:
business, civic and educationd}!
lenders in their communitieqs.
Among such organizationey;
which are tax exempt 501(c)(3Y:
corporations under the Interndl;
Revenue System codo, ardy
GRACF; the Rochester Commus,
nity Schools Foundation; Birmy:
ingham Educational Foundal:
tion; Southficld Communit
Foundation; Southficld Educ
tional Foundation; Farmingto

In its liat of 178 Jargest Michi-
gan private dati 27 are

of Children, Yout!
and Families; Troy Foundatiol
for Educati

in Oakland County — including
the mega Kresge dation of

1 Excellencqy.
Greater Oakland Cnmmunifé:
Poundntion (Clark ). .

Clarks

Troy, which had assots of $1.7
billion nnd doled out $75.6 mil-
lion in grants. There are 27 cor-

ston Foundation.

Schools targeted

porate foundations '
with three in the county and a8

“The foundation allows ou

for community fou

cnmmunit}; to support an ou
di b0 i

there are 32 of them, but none
in OQakland County. )

spite of state f\lnaing press
?_ugos{" snid Melinda Conway;

However, the C y
dation for Southeastern

director of:

Michigan (CFSM), located in
Datroit, includes Oakland
among its seven countics. The
survoy shows it ranks third with
asacts {through its 1995 fiscal

tho Rochest Communitg.
Schools Foundation. ks

“Educationn] foundations fof
public schools have become verk:
prevalent in our state with
the past fow years.”
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