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Building safely for children

By ReAnrp'
BuBnmus Diocor ooes
S
B An important aim for every do-
it-yoursolfer is to aveid building
afi$thing that might be haz-
‘ardpus for children,
$iero are some of the areas rec-
ﬁgmzcd a8 posing risks to chil-
n

- A child's head can become
-entrapped in openings between
slqts, railings and other spaces
that young children are likely ta
ek through. To avoid that haz-
ardj keep those spaces to less
than 3 1/2 inches wide.
Small parts can be a choking
Lo rd for children under age 3.
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Make sure that no toy or remov-
able part of furniture (such as
knob) is less thon 1 3/4 inches in
size.

® Sharp corners and thin,
sharp edges on drawers, colfeo
tables and other furniture can
cause more than scratches and
bruises. Remember that children
are short — a hazord that might
job you in the thigh is at a child's
head and eye level. Round all
exposed corners and edges that
children may encounter — or pad
and tape them.

B Pinch ond crush points can
cauge painful injuries. These are
tricky to nssess becnuse adults
don't have tiny fingers and
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wouldn’t think of grabbing
things the way children often do,
To prevent finger pinching,
enlarge any opening that might
admit a three-sixteenths diame-
ter rod so that it is enough for a
one-half-inch rod. Example of a
pinch point to avoid: a wagon
with wheels mounted close to the
wagon bed, wheroe tiny fingors
could be caught when the rider
grabs the side of the wagon.

® Tho leading causes of child
injury from toy chesta and boxes
are folling lids, pinching hinges
and entrapment leading to suffo-
cation. Always cquip a lid with a
positive support mechanism ~
and never with an automatic
locking device. Drill ventilation
holes so that a trapped child can
breathe. Makeo the gap botween
the front cdges of the hox and
the lid at least one-half-inch
wide, so small fingers can’t be
crushed by a closing lid,

W Children can pull a large
picee of furniture over on top of
th lves. A child, for )
may try to climb up the front of a
dresser using the drawers as
steps. Bolt large picces such as
dressera, chest of drawera and
bunk beds to the baschoard or
the studs in the wall.

#® Unatablo large toys are also
dangerous. Keep the design of
wagons, hobby horsea and the
like relatively wide and low, to
reduce tipability. Test such toys
on their “worst cose™ positions.

You may decide to ndd stops to
rockers, or outrigger supports at
the side of u toy te eliminate
instability,

| Children might stranglo if a
collar, drawstring or hood on
their clothing bocomos entan.
gled. Make sure that cribs, bunk
beds, roilings, outdoor play
equipment and similar items are
free of projections that clothing
might entch on. Also avoid dress-
ing children in clothing thot is
oversized or has a drawstring.

B Becouso children place toys
in their mouths, moke sure the
finish on a toy ia nontoxic. On
wooden toys, no finish is snfest,
followed by a coat of mineral oil,
the grade sold in pharmacics is
safe for human consumption.
Raw (not boiled) linseed oil, freah
shellac and waxes containing
gither carnaubn or becswax are
also considered safe. In nontoxic
paints, the safest choices are
those sold in arts and crafts
stores. Look for the label of the
Arts and Craftsa Materials Insti-
tute or the words, “Conforms to
ASTM D-4236" on the label.

For further information, the
hiention *“Standard Ce

Safety Specifications for Toy
Safety” (F963) is guailable from
the American Socicty for Teating
and Materials, 1916 Racc St.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103.

Plumbing tips keep
home pipes peaceful

(NAPS) — Knowing more about
your plumbing can help your
home run as smoothly as possi-
ble and could improve the odds
you won't end up all wet,

Here are some commonly-used
plumbing terms and helpful
hinta to help you nsk the right
quentions.

Terms to know:

M Shower shock ~ A sudden
blast of hot or cold water in the
shower caused by a change in
the water line pressure. Can be
caused by o toilet flush or the
change in a washing machine
cycle.

M Bollcock - The water fill
valve in the tank of a commede
or water closet.

M T&P valve - The Tempera-
ture & Prossure relief valve,
installed on water heaters in
case of o temperature or pres-
sure build-up that will route
water outside the home.

B Snaking a line - Machine
used to unatop a sewer or drain.
Also called a rooter cleaning.

® Bockflow preventer - A

device to prevent backflow or
siphonage of liquid waste into o
potable water system, or bock-
flow from a municipal acwer into
a residential sewer.

Helpful hints:

1 Don't pour grease down your
kitchen gink drain.

® Run cold water through the
disposal during and after use.

W Pour hot water down the
drain once o week.

8 In the laundry, use moderate
amounts of biodegradable deter-
gent.

B Never flush any paper,
except for toilet paper, down the
toilet.

& Kcep the strainer in the
shower tlean for elficient
drainage.

If you encounter a problem you
cannat easily solve — such as a
clogged toilet or o basement leak
- or o plumbing improvement
project, it's beat to call a profes-
sional licensed plumber.

Make sure that the plumber
you call is relinble. Since plumb-
ing cmergencies can happen at
any time of the day or night, it's
also a good idea to keep a handy
list of plumbers whe are on call
24 hours a day. ~
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Be the talk of thhe town with
this stylish addition. No
only will this split-level
deck expand your living
space to the outdoors, you
will also Increase the value
of your home. Two sets of
the plans are included: one
for you or your builder and
one for the bullding depart-
ment. Plans include clearly
labaled, detalled drawings
along with full framing
Instructions. fllustrations
are drawn three dimen-
sionally with full elevations
and cross sectional dia-
grams. Step-by-step com-
prehansive instructions are
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Included to ald you in con-
struction. A full materials
list will make your trip to &

" local lumberyard for build-

ing materials another easy
step toward the complation
of your new project.

0 Send me the Project Plan #90010 Construction
package (ready-to-build blueprints). Includes 2 prints
and complete materials list . . $23.40. .
O Send me Garlinghouse. Project Plan Information
Package (3 brochures featuring complete line of 53
project plans Including decks, garages, room addi-
tlons, gazebos and much more . . .$3.50

Name .
Address

City

Phone ( )

Fill out Info above and make check or money order payable
to and send to: The Garlinghouse Co., Dept OEC, P.O. Box
1717, Middletown, CT 06457

State  ZiP

" PHOENIX

Some more things
to do this. summer

If you sre bored sitting around
and just can't find enough to do
this summer, here are some
ideas for suramer weckend do-it-
yourself projacts around the
house from the oxperts at The
Home Depot.

Indoors

teaks

M Fix squeaky or loose hinges

@ Repair torn screen doors

® Replace bent sliding door
tracks

M Replace furnace filters

® Clean window air condition-
ing filters

® Clean deposits from faucet
acrators

W Check drains and traps for
B Fix dripping
friticets .
Clean clogged

L}
. . - i - shower heads
: “Opensunaaluayzr.15em | | LAND DEVELOPMENT [ ® st bot wacer
Freo Refreshments and Site Tours. ODU CES, ond
i East Dq I :H- see oors
by Sl anoe B Lubricate lawn
1 mile to Site Entrance o Luubric
W Oil garage door

opener chain & track
B Check to see if
deck neede rescaling

SPECTACULAR SPECS

W Location, Amenities and Value,

LOT 44 Carlton

Welcome to Mirage Lake, a premier rgaidential cqmmu_nity for 2036 Sa. FL. B Repair damaged
those who enjoy a relaxed lifestyle, Mirage Lake is designed to be 2 Car Sido stucco
a 64 lot single-family lake front community nestled on 156 acres m«a& C:I!innl | mmmqe = Turi.lf-puim miss-
. : . g slar iroom mng mo r
; in York Township. weplace N earal Con m'kﬁ" cT:c]‘a in
< e 1 20 2 acre picturesque lots for sale  * Many walk-out sites cktop & sidewalks
p » Waterfront with gorgeous views s Lincoln or Milan schools rn:ixl\;?mr loose deck
£ « Private beach and gazebo o Lot prices starting at $73,500 B Fix chipped con-
I - creto stops
- At Mirage Lake you will find all the | Mirege tare -piases & Repair siding
: 1 K= # Raplace broken

;. ingredients of a comfortable, up
v lifestyle-at an affordable price. The

» project contains several trails that

. wander through the nature areas and
open space in the development. Owning
at Mirage Lake l)mvides you with "lake
living” in an exclusive community just

{ minutes from US-23 and 1-94.

Come and experience thig private

- community for yourself. Come home to
quiet water, sandy shores and brilliant
sunsets. Come home to Mirage Lake.

Call today for additiona) information:

ICHE] window glass

B Cloan out roof

tters
# Clean out down-
spouts

In the garden

¥ Fix lenky garden
hoses .

B Place aonker
hoses in flowor beds

@ Install vacation
watering timers

B Stalk  plants
beforo they reach full
height

1 Prune planta to
‘encournge hranching

B Romovo fading
flowers from plants

W Woed early nnd
often .

$223,840
+ 120 Day Decupancy

Crane Puad

s o Wi e
N Candy I\/iitchell, Edwafd Surovell Co/Realtors
i 313-741-5558 or 813-971-3333 .

*Pricas are subjoct to chargo without notica




