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Garr from page A1

McKay, 17, were widely praised
for hn‘lping nn:m the victim, who
d o

amazing things.”
Boychuk, also trained in CPR,

d injury.

Garr, as of late Friday afternoon,

was hospitalized in critical con-

dition at University of Michigan

Medical Conters in Ann Arbor.

She waa hrguth(ng‘with the
ofa 1

aseisted officers who asked her
to find any identification about
the victim and to contact hor
parents, She found a note tucked
inside Molissa’s blue jeans, with
a list written on her father's offi-

and
was being closely watched for
tho development of an anouriam,
A hospital spokcswoman
declined to confirm or deny a
report that Gorr also had a skull
fracture.

“Bath of these girls are hero-
inecs, definitely,* Boychuk said,
*They dosorve somecthing,
because they didn’t hang bock
for one second.”

When the lifoguards began
their offorts, Garr was in full
cardinc arrest — not breathing
and without a pulse — from tho
impact of the tree limb, which
Farmington public safoty deputy
director Mike Wiggins estimated
was about five inchea in diame-
ter. Tho limb fell about 40 feot,
striking Garr as well as a nearby
fence, along the west side of the

pool.

The threo children whom Garr
was baby-sitting were in the kid-
dic poo! when the limb struck
her. They were not injured and
were safely returned home fol-
lowing the accident.

Public safety Officers Duane
Cowger and Christine Schutz
ond Cmdr. Don Dellar were dis-
patched to the swim club.
Cowger said he joined in on the
CPR, using rescuo breathing
cquipment {(bag valve mask)
until paramedics arvived. Garr
was subsequontly stabilized
cnough to bo rushed: to Botsford
Hospital in Farmington Hills,
from where she was airlifted to
U-M Medical Centers,

Cowger snid the work of
Hryezyk and McKay was signifi-
cant, because it started the
emergency responsc quicker,

“Without their intervention,”
said Cowger, *it would have been
another 1 1/2 to 2 minutes before
CPR could have been started. . .
‘The brain starts dying after 4 to
€ minutes from lack of oxygen.
They cut that time down to noth-
ing.”

Farmington Glen director
Mark Papineau, late Thureday,
said “The kids did great,” He
added that all lifeguards at the

.~ club receive basic CPR training
a8 well ns instructions that their
rolo is."not to save a life, but to
keep it going until someone fur-
ther up the chein” can step in to
provide treatment.
“Lifeguarding is onc of those
summer jobs that can be great,”
Papincau continued. “You can
meet a lot of people. But when
something major happens you
have to rely on 17, 18 and 19-
year-old kids to do some pretty

REC NEWS

Each week the Recreation Divi-
sfon of the Farmington Hlils
Department of Specisl Services
presents a synopsis of upcom-
ing activities. For further infor-
mation regarding programs, con-
tact the recreation office at
473-9570.
RECREAYION EQUIPMENT RENTALS
An assortment of recreation
equipment is ready for your pic-
nic, party or special event,
Equipment is availnble from
MMay to September. A separate
[320 doposit is required. Equip-
ent available for rental are pic-
Bnic packs, volleybail sets, tug-of-
ar rope, parachute, bascball set
hnd dunk tank. Reservations
Emust be made in advance by call-
ng 473-8570.
N QYM OFFERINGS
e William Costick Activitics
enter gym is open, with locker
ooms and showers available.
Pleasc bring correct change and
a for lockers, Days and hours

‘Thuraday - Aduit Basketball
¥ 7-9 p.m.
<# Sunday - Adult Basketball —
9-11 0.m.; Adult Volleyball — 11
m,-1 p.m.; and Teen Basketball
1-3 p.m.
e feo for two-hour scasion resi-
Jonts is $2 for 17 and under, and
for 18 and over, Feo is $2
ore for non-residents.
SKATE
Ahe Farmington Hills Ice Arena
Invites participants to join open
[§kating. Feo is $3 for Farming-
on Hills residents and $5 for
Fon-residenta, Skate rental is $2
r porson. For specific daya and
thours catl 478-8800.
AMILY DAY IN THE PARK
ur annual Family Day in the
7k will be held from noon ta 5
m, August 3 at Heritage Park.
any freo activities will be
vailablo including a craft arez,
¥y moonwalk, a giant slide, ani-
RHnala on display, stago acts and
thayrides.

cial y from the Farm-
ington Hille Fire Department.

Bob Tampos, a paramedic with
Ci i MS, said k ing
tho ago of a head-trauma patien
is important information for
determining the proper medica-
tion amount and correct-size
breathing tube,

“Please tell everybody not to go
out without an ID,” Boychuk
said. *It's precious time. . , They
needed to know how old she was
in order to help her”

Garr was without idontifica-
tion because she walked over to
the swim club, with the children.
Boychuk, a reguler at the club,
noted that the children visit the
pool during the summer — but
that Garr was not the person
who usually watched them.

‘The fact that Garr normally
didn’t watch the kids at the pool
added to the freakish nature of
the episode. “It's like fate,” Boy-
chuk aaid. “Why her? Why that
minute?”

‘There were no previous indica-
tion that tho tree was a safety
hozard,

“The branch was healthy,”
Wiggins said. “The only thing I
can think of is that it was weak-
ened by past storms and the
slightest breezo caused it to fall.”

According to Papincau, the
accident was “so bizarre. It was a
fully-vegotated branch. Some-
body came up yesterday
{Wedneaday) and asked if we'd
be checking other things. What
con you do except go up in the
trees and jump up and down on
the branches?”

CPR is vital in head injury cases

BY TiM SMITH
ATAVF WRITER

Within two minutes of Wednesday’a freak-
ish accident that critically injured Melissa
Garr, Farmington Glon Aquatic Center life-
guards Laura Hryczyk and Melissa McKay
wore putting their training in cardiopul-
monary resuscitation to use.

Garr, 186, atruck in tho head by an 18-foat-
long tree limb while standing outaide a
swimming pool, was in full cardiac arrest —
no pulse, not broathing — when the life-
guards began CPR. But, because thoy imme-
diately went to work, the Farmington High
School student’a blood was sufficiently oxy-
gonated to keep her alive until paramedics
and police arrived. Sho remains hospitalized
in University of Michigan Medical Centers in
critical condition.

‘The importance of their quick actions

could not be' underscored onough by para-
medic Bob Tompos of Community EMS, an
ambulanco company that ie affiliated with
Botsford Hospital.

“The significant thing about getting oxy-

gen into a person that's unresponsivo is, as
long as there's oxygen moving in the bleod
stroam the tissues won't start to die,” Tom-
pos said Friday. “That’s why tho majority (99
percent) of cardiac arrest patients outside
the hospital don't survive,”
« Tompos said the combination of mouth-to-
mouth and chest compressions brings oxygen
in and movos it around to reach different
parts of tho body. The body can go about four
minutes without oxygen before death begins
to occur, he ndded.

Farmington public safety Officer Duano
Cavwger estimated thot Garr began recciving
oxygen about 1 1/2 to 2 minutes after she

cassvvraniient

stopped breathing. {

“It's o great help what thoy (Hryczyk, §
McKay) did,” Tompos soid. *What is very |
frustrating is to get there in six minutos and 3
nothing is being done.” "

More peoplo having tho knowledgoe of CPR, &

H
N
N

first-nid and other emergency skills increas-
es the percentage of survival, That's why
Tompos stressed that taking courses in those ¢
arcas should be high on overybody's to-do §
list,

*Chaonces are you're going to have to use it
on someone you care about,” Tompos said.

Community EMS offers customized ¢loeses
far people intercsted in learning about CPR,

technician, said Tompos.

For more information, call (810)366-3900,
extension 258, 3

*Breast Surgery

e Lifts

(Enlargement, Lift & Reduction)
EyeLid Surgery
fioplasty (Nose Surgery)

Care

The Cost of Assisted Living
Is NOT Out of Reach at...

PRESBYTERIAN VILLAGE REDFORD

With over 50 years of experience and 1 of only 5
Michlgan facilities that is accredited by the Continuing
ccreditation’ Commission, we ¢an ensure you a
pleasant living community.
We offer:

* An
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first-oid or becoming an emergency medical ¥
M
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» Independent and Assisted Living
» Special Alzheimer’s and secured
dementia unit :
* 3 balanced, nutritious meals dally
. Highly skilled medical staff
much, much, morel

Call today and make an
appointment to tour
our facllity and ask about
the move in specials
that we have for you.
Contact Lynne at
(313) 531-6874 Ext. 40803
17383 GARFIELD »

REDFORD

for your family.

general internists,
your community.

Saturdays.

Caring has always been essential to curing. Knowing .
your patients well and caring about who they are
Ieads to the best possible care. At the University of
Michigan Ilealth Centers, we believe the only way to
know you and meet alt of your health care needs Is
to be in your neighborhood. It’s the easiest way to
help you the most. [fere’s what else makes us ideal

®  We have plenty of family practice physicians,

®  Many sites offer extended hours, including

linked

olvgyns and pediatriclans in

See==

| @e hear through a stethoscope

but we listen with our hearts

We have all the services you need to stay
healthy, Many locations offer laboratory tests
and X-rays, too.

= [f you ever nced a speclalist, you're already

with the U-M Medienl Center and our

hundreds of experts.

Finding the right doctor close to your home

1s simple, and making an appointment is easy.
Just call the number below and we will help
you select a physlelan and even schedule your
first appointment.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Health Centers

1-800-211-8181
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