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County Safety Program

Praised By Expert

“‘Evaluating Highway Safel

Tograms -- County Progresst’
‘was the topic of an address de-
Iivered today by Bruce B, Mad-
gon, Managing Director of the
Trafflc Improvement Assocla- "
Hon of Oakland County (TIA),
before the opening session of

Stating thgt the administra-
tive complexity ‘of county gov-
ernment mgkes it more dif-
ficult to esfablish safety pro-
gram priorifles incounties than
at other gojernmental levels,
Madsen citep Oakland County
as an exaniple of a dramatic

)(.ha ‘Traffic Section of the 56th

breakthrough,
 National Safety Congress,

He told hufv a comprehensive
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study by a citizen group pro-
vided a basis for a-12-point,
countywide program of -trafflc
priorities,

“Accident statistics inMich- |
igan, a year or 5o ago, Teveal-
ed that, of all rural miles
traveled, 42 per cent were on
county roads. Yet, these miles
accounted for 48 per cent of
rural traffic deaths, 52percent
of rural traffic injurles and
54" per cent of rural property
damage accldents,

For countles in particular,
an obvious need is that of es-
tablishing a workable systemof
traffic records malntenance,
analysis and use; along witha
sound program of identification
and survelllance of accident
locations. .

Madsen called attention toa
survey of traffic operations
conducted in more than half of
Michigan's .more populous
countles by the Michigan State
University Highway Traffic
Safety Center., .-

Of 'the countles surveyed --
some 50 of them Included in
this study -- there were only
five In which accident records
were belng used by englneers
to’identify high hazard loca-"
tions.

None of the other engineers
regularly received coples of
the reports’ of accidents oc-
curring on the road network
over which they had jurls-
diction, None of the other coun~
ty engineers maintained loca-
tion files of accidents, -

None of the other county en-
gineers maintained traffic ac-
cident spot maps, or even had
traffic accldent. summaries
available in thelr offices.

Madsen described the cur-
rent traffic actlvities in many
of the nation’s larger countles
as “extremely fragmented,”

WASHINGTON -- Thisyear's
cost of -living which is the
highest since the Korean War,
has dropped two-tenths of one
per cent according to the Labor
Departmgnt,

Prices of groceries, used
cars and home morigage in-
terest rates dropped fn Sep-
tember, while clothing, housing
and mpedical costs rose,
Predicted monthly rises in
the last quarter of this yearare
almost certaln to push the total
1968 cost of living up morethan
four per cent,
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HIS DREAM —- Russ McQueen, president of The Vendettas Motor-

cylce Club, has ene aspiration’in life — to do as he pleases within the
limits of the law and be left alone by other people.

Cycle Club President -
Says, ‘Leave Us Alone,
And W¢'ll Do Sar}le’

By DAVID SARTIN

Man 1s a social being. He

surréunds himself with friends
that believe in the same ideals,
with people sfho provide seeur-
ity from foreign thinking and
with [people who look and act
Lke pmself. .
There are Democrats and
Republicans and Elksand Moose
and Masons and Jaycees and
Auxillarfes and Eagles and
Golden Eagles,

Some groups are socfallyac-
cepted by others and some are
not, depending to which group

'
the particular person belongs.

According to a 26-year-old
Farmington truck driver and
father, one group will never be
accepted, by anyone other than
the mem!

“MOTORCYCEE riders are
Just not understood, Russ Mc-
Queen said,

“We're not hipples or any-
thing else -- just people who
Tide together because drivers
don’t have respect for motor-
cyle riders,

“They'd just as soon run you
off:the road as look at you.’

McQueen, who is presidentof
“The Vendettas,”” an 18-man
motorcycle club based in Red-
ford Township, sald that motor-
cycle riders are not against
anybody, but want to be left

" alone, *

“I was alway$ taught that

you can’t judge a person by how”

he talks, or 100ks -- but how
he acts,” McQueen sald.

“I think highly of a person
until“he proves me wrong, then
T don’t havé anything to do with
him.

"Everybody

in  the club

. works, and pays taxes and no-

body 1s In trouble with the po-
lice.”

McQueen told the Farming-
ton Enterprise & Observer that
the Vendettas 1s an organized
club with bylaws and regu-
1ations, just Uke any other so-
clal group.

Club members have to earh
80 points a year to remainan
active member. Fifty miles of
group riding 1s worth one point,
he said. The Club has 18 ac-
tive members.

. McQueen was invited to the
office on two separate occa-
stons for interviewing and plc-
tures, He did not want hishome
address identified and chose to
come to our office rather than
meet the reporter on neutral
grounds,

PR
FOR THE FIRST meeting,
he wore clean,blue denim pants,

beauty
C‘oifﬁlzres

TWO OF THE AREA'S NEWEST-
MOST-SPACIOUS-ULTRA-MODERN

- leather, calf-length boots and a
iwestern cut, denim sleeveless
i jacket. His®handshake was firm
‘and greeting sincere; The in-
terview lasted for more than two
hours and his grammar was
casual, but accurate, . v

He brought two club members
with him, One ldentifled himself
as Dale Bennett, from “around
everywhere,’’

Most of Bennett's answers
to direct questions were con-
“tradictory to McQueenand some
were later qualified.

“It took me two years to get
ihis jacket as dirty as it s,
the 19-year-old cyclist said,

1 do things to make people
mad, just because I know that
1 can make them mad, If peo-
ple would let me aloné) then
1'd be different.”

‘Without interrupting Bennett,
McQueen Sald:

“You've got to remember
that he’s one of the younger

members,”
.

THE VENDETTAS have been |

accused of harassing the Red-
ford Township neighborhood
where the club meets. Resi-
dents went to the Redford Town~
ship Board of Trustees meeting
earlier this month asking that
the club be banned from the
township.

“The police have tHcketed
riders and people who came to
our meetings for not having a
Light over the vehicle’s license
plate,’” McQueen satd, “but no
other g:nzrg'e has been good.:

It seems that police would
rather set {n front of the meet-
ing and wait for one of us to
do something wrong, than stop
people for running stop signs.”

McQueen sald thathe had seen
police watch motorists run a
nefghborhood stop sign while
watching club activity.

“Now which is more impor-
. tant,”” McQueen asked, “a ks
et for no Light over the plate or
‘a Hcket for running a stop
sign? "y
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Stamen
Receives
Support

Reappolntment of Frazer A,
Stamen 28§ chalrmah of the Oak-
land County Road Commisston
to another six-year term has
been recommended by the roads
committee of the County Board
of Supervisors.

Student

ArtOn - -

Art works by many Farming- ~
ton students are ‘represented
in the traveling art-exhiblt cur->
rently ‘on display in Firming- ©
ton's school administration
bullding, The exhibit has bewm '

arranged by the Oukland Art
Educatl

A vote on the
tion will be’held by the entire
board at its meeting Nov. 12,

At present, the chairmanpost
on the three-man cormission
pays $12,000 per year.

Also to be consldered on
that date s the salary for the
commission thairman,

The supervisors’ Ways and
Means Committee has recom-’
mended reducing the pay to
perhaps as-low as $4,000, in
effect making the position part
time, The roads committee dls-
agrees with this proposal.

Stamen was appointed les%
v

to his first six-year term, Fo!
10 years prior to that, Stamen,
64, was supervisor of Novi
Township, He resigned thatpost
to become road commigstoner.

Under its present format, the
Board of Supervisors \{nﬁes
road

Purpose of this ninth snnual 4
axhibit 18 fo scquaint Oakland
County residents with. timely ,;
examples of art education with- ,;
tn public schools,-

Mra, Beverly Ellts, srt con-

" sultant at Wooddsle and Forest

Elementary Schools, wis re- .
sponsible for bringing the col- |
lection to Farmington after-its
appearance at Northland,

The cover the exhibli's \
brochure wu%knid by Lynn

Lower, 12-year-old Farmingtoa
student,
Other local children with

works on displays are Joan
Daly, Kathy Rantall, Mike Mc-
Goughan, Leslie Spoutz; Jefty
Stamy, Jéft Powers, Debble
Grozs, Nancy Postift, Cymthia
Frey and Meredith Fine

“ANN ARBOR -- Students of

every two years, ¥ith each of
the three commissioners sefv-
ing six-year terms.

Named Queen

Pam’ Hurd, a former resi-
dent of Farmington, has been
chosen Homecoming Queen at
Esstern Michigen University,
A 1966 graduate of Farming-
ton High School, she was the
1966 FHS Homecoming Queen,

of Michigan met
to discuss a proposed boycott
of classes on Nov. 4 and §
as a protest over what organ-
izers call “three pro-Vietnam
war presidential candidates,”” '
On Nov, 5, striking students
from other Michigan universit-
fes will join U-M students on ~
the Ann Arbor”campus in what |
organizers call a “mass action ’
and confFontation with the Uni-

versll’y?‘_'\ y
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